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“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”  --Philippians 4:13 

I was wondering where to start this newsletter. God is a great place to start and that is how our 

journey together has been. 

In 2002, Ebenezer began a new uncharted journey as a “station” church, and I began as a brand-

new pastor. As I reflect back over the years, I give God the glory for all that has taken place. God placed 

me in a church that loved my family and loved me—not only loved me, but forgave my mistakes, and 

allowed me to learn and grow from my mistakes. 

You might say that we have come a long way. Today we pause—pause, as once again we face an 

unknown future. As a church, you will soon be welcoming a new pastor—one that, while I do not know 

personally, I expect is pretty excited to come and worship and do ministry with you. I can say that 

because I know you. I know that you are a loving church. I know you care about the ministries of this 

church. You care about sharing the “good news” with others. You will support your pastor—and that is 

pretty exciting. 

As I pause, I reflect on the unknown future, too. We will be moving to an area we do not know, 

meeting people we do not know, and all the things that come with this—such as packing, finding a new 

dentist and doctors; and leaving, not just friends behind, but family as well. 

So, how can we find peace when there appears to be so much uncertainty and unknown 

variables? May I suggest that we pause and reflect and learn from our past? Back in 2002, Ebenezer 

UMC, as well as myself, put our faith in God that He would guide us. “He leads me beside the still 

waters…” We faced the unknown future because we put our faith in God. 

“[We] can do all things through Him [Christ] who strengthens [us].” 

Therefore, as we go forward, let us put our trust in God, and pray for His divine guidance. 

Thank you for the many wonderful memories. I love each and every one of you!    

     —Blessings, Rev. Eric Lane   


