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The season of Advent is upon us, and again, we read the story of the birth of Jesus, as we 
have so many times before. Found in the gospels of Matthew and Luke, the story begins: 

 “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.” 
(Luke 1: 26-27) 

I was reading The Upper Room, and it dawned on me what the writer was saying—Mary 
must have had many dreams and plans. No doubt, Mary was planning her wedding and thinking 
of how she and her new husband would spend the rest of their lives. Never in her wildest 
dreams would she have ever thought of the turn of events her life was about to take. But 
suddenly, unexpectedly, her life did change. 

Looking back, we see just how wonderful the announcement was—and how great God’s 
plan was. Yet, if we had been in Mary or Joseph’s sandals, it’s doubtful that we would have felt 
wonderful. Mary’s world was about to be turned upside down, and the path her life was about 
to take was one filled with ups and downs and many turns along the way.  

Look at all she eventually had to face. Her son was rejected, ridiculed, spit on, made fun of, 
and then nailed to a cross until he drew his final breath. Just how did all of this fit into Gabriel’s 
greeting? 

 “And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you… for you have 
found favor with God.” (Luke 1:28, 30b) 

I don’t think that Mary could have begun to imagine all that was about to happen, or all that 
she would have to go through in her life. There was no way that she had planned this for her 
life, or for Joseph, and not to mention her son. No one wants to see their loved ones being hurt, 
suffering, and then be killed.  

If that had been me, I would have probably asked for a plan. Look, Gabriel, I am okay with it 
all—just grant me some assurance that it will all work out. But not Mary. She said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” (Luke 1:38a) 

Like Mary, all of us will come face to face with changes in our lives. As the devotion said in 
The Upper Room, we make plans, dream dreams, and then suddenly something happens and 
our plans and dreams must change.  

I hope that when you and I face those times in our lives that we will have the strength and 
courage to put our trust in God as Mary did. No, Mary did not know all that was to come. 
However, Mary was willing to simply put her trust in God and leave the details to him.   

As we come to the end of this year and the beginning of a new year, I hope that each of us 
will face it with the courage of Mary and also the commitment that she showed. “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 


