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Sunday Services

Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane
September is here and school has started. Before long the leaves
will be turning and the air will become cooler. I hope that you were
able to take some time this summer and get away, even if it was only
to spend a little time in a comfortable chair simply enjoying the day.
Fall is also the time when our committees meet and we begin to put plans in
place for next year. We will be considering people who might serve on various
committees. We are always looking for those who are willing to serve. The
qualifications for serving are simple. When we join the church, we take a vow to
support the church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts (financial), our service
and our witness. If you meet these qualifications and would be interested in serving,
let us know by contacting the office.
One of the committees that will be meeting soon is the committee on finance.
Their responsibility will be putting together the budget for our church next year.
Every year we look at our fixed expenses—gas, electricity, operating cost, yard
care. Fixed cost are those which must be met. After that, we look at the missions
that we want to support, such as: youth ministry, senior citizens, and other local
ministries, including South Caldwell Christian Ministries, Caldwell County Bible
Teacher, Caldwell County Pregnancy, and others. Using these numbers, we
develop a budget to operate the church. These figures change every year because we
develop our budget based on the weekly offering. However, if during the year our
offerings don’t meet the projected budget, then we must begin to curb spending.
There are times when we don’t spend what we project, but there are also times
when unexpected costs arise or we simply miss our projection, such as the cost of
electricity. When we don’t meet our budget and must curb spending, the only place
that we can “cutback” is in missions. When we “cutback” on missions, then we
begin to fail to be a church.
Bob Sears has made the comment on several occasions that we have plenty of
money for ministry, however; most of it is still in our pockets. Unlike the rich
(Continued on page 4)

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)
● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)

OFFICE HOURS:

● 10:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

Monday—Friday:
8:30a—1:00p
Fri. 2:30-5:00p (if needed.)

● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult &
Children’s.

Methodist Women

Church’s e-mail: eumc@ebenezerum-church.org

Phone: 396-2214
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Meetings

Something to Pray About

Women’s Book Club

“Be still and know that I am God.”
—Psalm 46:10a NKJV

The new Women’s Book Club will have a
short introductory meeting on Thursday,
September 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the High
School room on the second floor of the
education building. The Book Club will
meet monthly to read and explore books
that relate to the various issues that
Christian women face today. Please
contact Beth Lane at 396-2215 for more
information or if you are interested, but
cannot attend this meeting.

United Methodist Men
The men’s group will meet on Sunday,
September 8th at 2:00 p.m.? All men of
the church are invited to attend.

Church Council
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, September 8th at 4:30 p.m. All
members of the church are invited to
attend. Please contact Warren Bumgarner
or Cindy Sears if you have something that
needs to be discussed, so that it can be
added to the agenda before the meeting.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
September 22nd at 7:00 p.m. Marilyn
Kohnle and Tammy Adams are in charge
of refreshments. All women of the church
are invited to attend.

PPRC Committee
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee
will meet on Monday, September 23rd
at 7:00 p.m.

Trustees Committee
The Trustees Committee will meet on
Tuesday, September 24th at 7:00 p.m.

Nominations Committee
Please be ready to choose nominees for
all church committees for the year 2013 at
this meeting on Sunday, September 29th
at 7:00 p.m.

Finance Committee
On Monday, September 30th at 7:00
p.m., the Finance Committee will meet to
prepare a budget for the coming year.

by Cindy Sears

Be Still

Moses was shepherding the flock of his father-in-law Jethro when he
encountered the LORD’s presence in a burning bush on the far side of the
wilderness. Moses was engaged in a menial task, wandering about in a lonely,
desert area, away from family and friends, before he heard God speak to him.
Do you ever set aside time away from family, work, friends, radios, TVs,
computers, cell phones, and other distractions and listen for God to speak? Or
do you quickly read a few verses in the Bible or a section of a devotional
booklet, mumble a quick “prayer” and go on about your business as if nothing
has happened? And nothing has happened.
If you had really had a conversation with God, some change would have
occurred, because no human can encounter God without change occurring.
Abraham left the land of his birth, when God spoke to him. Jacob was running
from Esau and all alone when he heard God, so he built an altar and made a
pact with God to return there and give a tenth of all he earned to the LORD.
Various other men and women became leaders of the Israelites when God
spoke to them. The disciples left their homes and jobs to follow Jesus. The
first Christians made radical changes in their lives and many of them died as
martyrs.
So, if we are truly conversing with God will we end up leaving our homes,
our country, our jobs? Will we be required to die for Jesus, or to sell all that
we have and give it away? Maybe, but for most of us, not likely. Yet, there will
be change—change in our plans for the day, don’t you think? If I really listen
for God to speak, can I expect to be able to stick with all the plans I have
made for the day or the month or the coming year? Even in our everyday
encounters with other people, we often have to adjust our plans. Why should
it be any different with God? He knows things that we can never fathom:
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways
My ways,” says the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than
your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9 NKJV)
He sees the big picture through distance, time, and history. He knows
what is best for us and His kingdom’s work, better than we know ourselves.
After all, God tells us that he has plans for us:
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD, “plans
for welfare (peace) and not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11 HCSB)
When speaking with God, there is always the possibility that He will call
you to do something—something that may be scary or life-changing. Are you
willing to take the risk? Do you trust God enough to let Him do the talking? He
gave His son to be a sacrificial lamb for you. He promises to meet all your
(Continued on page 4)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — August 11th, 2013
Attendees: Anthony & Sherry Austin,
Ricky Baker, Warren Bumgarner, Judy
McCrary, Kim Ellis, Boyd & Margaret
Fairchild, Chris Haas, Jo Nell Harrison,
Keith Keener, Joann Knepp, Eric Lane,
Marsha McRary, Barbara Miller, Cindy
Sears, Ann Smith, Jimmy Stone, and
Phyllis Minton.
Warren called the meeting to order
at 4:30 p.m., read from the Bible, and
opened with prayer.
Minutes were accepted as written.
Jo Nell Harrison went over the budget.
We are meeting our obligations. We will
combine the building fund with the
general budget now for reporting
purposes, though there will still be a
building fund that people can give to.
Office supplies have gone over the
budget because of repairs to the copier/
printer. Utilities have gone over because
of the addition of the CLC. We are
running behind on contributions, though
we have not had to dip into our savings
yet; but if the giving does not improve
we will have to make adjustments to the
budget.

Continuing Business
Blogging Committee will meet on
August 26th.
Directory photos will be taken
through the month of September. Cindy
is working on setting this up.
Phone Tree: One time cost is
$1,859. The system is then ours, we
record our message and the system then
can contact groups of people by phone,
email, and text messaging. This will
eliminate the need to send out postcards
to announce meetings, etc. Eric
suggested that we delay getting this
system now to see how we do on
contributions through the rest of the
year. Motion was made to table for now.
Chris Haas 2nd. Motion passed.
Signage is basically completed.
Rainbow Class received their tables
and has set them up.
Wi-Fi into CLC: Warren will take
our old router to Century Link next
week and swap it out for a better one,
which we hope will resolve this

problem.
First Aid kit: Keith Keener brought
in the box. It appears to be in good
shape, but some items need to be
replaced. Sherry Austin will take care of
keeping the box supplied. Keith Keener
volunteered to hang up the box. We
thanked Keith for his donation and
service.
Brochures: have been printed and
are ready to be mailed.
New classroom: the framing and
sheet rock have been completed and
some of the painting. Eric said he was
going to try a different technique on the
floor, because carpeting would be over a
thousand dollars. This “painting” will
cost much less and can be texturized to
keep it from being slick.

New Business
Church Van: Kim Ellis brought up
the need for a church van or bus. There
was a general discussion of setting up a
fund for this item, and the potential cost
of a 12 passenger van. We decided to
table this until the first of the year, 2014.
Cemetery Enhancements: Eric
reported for Lucas Teague (Trustees
Chair). The suggestion is to line up the
head stones better and repair some of the
broken and fallen over stones. (No
graves would be moved.) An estimate
for the work given to us was around
$3500. We will get a better estimate
before deciding what to do. Randy
McRary is now serving with Gerald Frye
on the cemetery committee.
Church Conference is set for
October 20th. The paperwork will need
to be turned in on October 24th. The
following meetings are scheduled in
September: Finance Committee,
September 30th at 7:00 p.m.; PPRC,
September 23rd at 7:00 p.m.; Trustees,
September 24th at 7:00 p.m.;
Nominations committee, September 29th
at 7:00 p.m.
We will make a list of our
committees available to our
congregation, so if someone is interested
in serving on a specific committee,
please contact Cindy Sears or Eric Lane.
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We will pass the information along to the
Nominations Committee.
Jo Nell brought up the van rental
expense again. She would like to have
the van rental included with the groups’
budget that is using the van. Kim Ellis
disagreed with this suggestion. The
groups in the budget items would need to
have larger budgets for each one. Jo Nell
withdrew her suggestion.
Warren suggested that groups
contact the Finance Committee with any
recommendations for budget amounts for
the coming year. People/Groups must
contact us by the first week in September
to be included in next year’s budget.
Jo Nell made a motion to split the
van rental between the Senior Citizens
and Youth/Children. Keith Keener,
second. Motion did not pass. We will
work on determining how much money
to include in the van rental budget.
Ann Smith wanted to put the Senior
Thanksgiving Meal back in the budget.
Eric said that should come out of the
Senior Adults Ministry budgeted item,
and the Senior Citizens will decide if
they want the meal.
Marsha McRary: August 25th we
will have a joint service. We will
recognize the Sunday school students
who will be moving up during children’s
time. Suggested time for worship service
is 10:00 a.m. Sunday school would be at
9:00 a.m.
Warren made a motion that we
adjorn. Eric closed the meeting with
prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.



Southern girls know the three
deadly sins:
Having bad hair and nails
Having bad manners
Cooking bad food.
Church bulletin BLOOPER:
The Pastor would appreciate it if the
ladies of the Congregation would
lend him their electric girdles for the
pancake breakfast next Sunday.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Special Giving

Something to Pray About, con’t

October Layman’s Revival

Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in August:

needs. (See Matthew 6:25-34) He
gave you life in the first place. Is
there any reason not to trust Him?
Is there any reason, other than
selfishness or rebellion, to turn a
deaf ear to Him? “He who has ears
to hear, let him hear!” (Mark 4:9)

The annual Layman’s Revival
returns for an autumn replay this
year. Instead of having a preacher
come in from another church, we are
going to ask the lay people to stand
up and speak out again during our
annual fall revival.

In Honor of Our “Littlest Angels’
Nursery” by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
In Honor of Billy Wayne
Campbell’s 44th Birthday on Sept.
19th 2013 by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
In Honor of Bill & Delores
Campbell’s 45th Wedding
Anniversary on Sept. 7th 2013 by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
In Memory of Keith Bradford by:
William & Karen Worsham, Jr.
In Memory of Cynthia Hefner
Orren by:
Steve & Danielle Miller

(Continued from page 1)

In the wilderness wanderings,
the Israelites complained over and
over again, and God always fulfilled
their needs. If God is willing to listen
to our cries for help and respond,
can we not listen for Him to speak
and respond, too?
So, be still for a little while, and
listen. For “God is good, and His
mercy endures forever.”


Pastors Corner, con’t

young man that encountered Jesus,
God does not ask us to go and sell all we have and give it all away, but I do
feel that God asks us to be faithful in our giving.
As you think about your personal finances, what about starting with
God? Give God that which is God’s (Matthew 22); then use the remainder to
plan your budget. What you will discover is that your life will be blessed. In
fact the Bible tells us this. “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that
there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says the Lord of
hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down
for you an overflowing blessing. (Malachi 3: 10).
Well, I think I have given us plenty to pray about.
May God Bless you,
Rev. Eric Lane



Suggested Reading: Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr. Prophet, Spy—A
Righteous Gentile vs. the Third Reich by Eric Metaxas. I haven’t finished
reading this yet, but it is an excellent look at a man who bucked the theological
trends in Germany that had taken the divine out of faith. He also stood up
against Hitler’s attempt to castrate the Church and demonize the Jews; and was
killed by the Nazis because of his stand for Christ. You may also be interested
in Bonhoeffer’s book, The Cost of Discipleship, which shows us how Christ
wanted us to live—not just in grace, but in sacrificially giving mercy to others.

Please see Bleaka Hollar or
Gerald Frye if you would like to
give your testimony or a sermon
during the revival, which will run
from

Sunday to Wednesday
at 7:00 p.m. each night
October 13th—16th.
We will have special music
along with the speakers. We hope
you will join us for this time of
worship as we praise God for all He
has done for us.


New Definition: Inflation—cutting
money in half without damaging the
paper.

Something New!
Something new for women only!
Beth Lane wants to start a Women’s
Book Club. This club will begin
sometime in September. The only
requirements for joining are that you are
a woman and are interested in reading.
The club will meet monthly to discuss a
book. Beth has selected the first book.
Anyone interested in being a part of The
Women’s Book Club, please contact
Beth Lane at 396-2215. Also, keep an
eye on the bulletin for further
information and a
specific start date!
See p. 2 for time and
date of first meeting.
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September Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - SEPTEMBER
1st Payton Lyda



8th Austin Teague



3rd—Leonard Teague

15th Makayla Settlemyre



4th—B. Dale Reid, Heather Stone

22nd Kevin Miller



5th—John Brown

29th Samantha Stone



6th—Michael Lee Hardy, Jr.



10th—Melinda Hefner



11th—Will McRary, Daniel Simmons



12th—Sherry Austin



13th—Jason Haas



16th—Christ Haas, Noah Hutto



17th—Tasha Haas



18th—Kenny Silver



19th—Billy Wayne Campbell



19th—Michael Gilbert, Butch Smith



20th—Ginny Teague, Kelly McCrary



21st—Kalieb Reid, Flaxen Brookshire-Reid



24th—Lois Starnes, Louise Teague



24th—Cooper Behmer, Connor Johnson



30th—Russ Knepp

Happy Anniversary!


3rd—Hoke & Cleo Clark



5th—Jeff & Ann Smith



7th—Bill & Delores Campbell



7th—Robbie & Kristin Settlemyre



10th—Chuck & Tammy Adams



13th—Kevin & Teresa Simmons



22nd—Butch & Kay Smith



25th—Paul & Annette Burson



26th—Wayne & Kim Ellis

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“The LORD will fight for you, and
you have only to keep still.“
—Exodus 14:14 NRSV

Nursery Schedule - SEPTEMBER
1st

8:30 Beth Hernandez & Jessica Haas
11:00 Nancy Sears

8th

8:30
11:00

15th

8:30
11:00

22nd

8:30
11:00

29th

10:30

Our Military
Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Paul Coffey
Joey Deal
Dakota Fox
Ethan Fox
Andy Gaillard
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Jason Nichol
Michael Potts
James Starbuck
Hunter Tolbert

Sunday School Classes & Leaders
Nursery—Nancy Sears, Missy Mullinax
Preschool—Butterfly Class—Natasha Haas, Jamie Starbuck; Beth Lane, Kay Gilbert
K, 1st, 2nd—Explorers Class — Marsha McRary; Dawn Yount, Teresa Simmons
3rd, 4th, 5th—Lighthouse Class — Celeste Creasemen; Warren Bumgarner
Middle School—The Rock — Kim Ellis; Tammy Adams
High School—Christ Driven Teens — Joe Sims, Natasha Haas; Steve Kohnle
Post-High School—All Things Made New—Steve Miller
Young Adults—Under Grace—David Abernethy
Adults—Pairs and Spares — Barbara Miller, Cindy Sears
Adults—Rainbow Class— Bleaka Hollar
Adults—Women’s Bible Class — Cathy Huffman, Barbara Ferguson,
Adults—Heavenly Sonlighters — Bob Sears, Leonard Teague
We have a Bible study class for you at Ebenezer! Small group studies are also
available. Just ask. We have Wednesday evening classes, too.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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September Fundraisers & Events
5th Sunday Worship
We will have a combined and blended
worship service again on

Sunday
September 29th
10:30 AM
Christian Life Center
Sunday school will begin an hour
earlier at 9:00 a.m.
The one worship service will begin at
10:30 a.m.
Combining the contemporary and
traditional worship services every 5th
Sunday will give us an opportunity to
meet and worship with those people
who attend a different service.
Come and enjoy this wonderful time of
fellowship and worship. Praise be to
God and everything for His glory!

ENDURE!
Saturday
September 28th
At
Sims Country Bar-B-Que
Test your
endurance at the
Soldier Run or 5K
Trail Run or just
come for a Family
Fun Run. There is
something for
everyone.
You can access
more information about this
fundraiser/event in the following
ways & places:
E-mail: endure.race@gmail.com

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!

Biscuit Sale Price List

Twice in One Month! Yeah!
We will be selling ham biscuits, along
with sausage and egg ones AND gravy
biscuits AND fried fruit pies on
Thursday, September 12th AND on
Thursday, September 26th.
We start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they
are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So call
early or pre-order on Wednesday by
calling: 396-7924, 313-9996, 396-2214
(church office; Mon.-Fri. 8:30-1:00 pm).
We deliver orders of 10 or more.
Proceeds support our yearly mission trip
to and work in Costa Rica.
Yum! Yum!

$2.00_____Ham or Sausage
$2.50_____Ham or Sausage with
egg
$2.00_____Egg
$1.50_____Jelly
$2.00_____Gravy
$2.50_____Gravy with Sausage
$2.00_____Fried Apple Pie

Special Treat on
September 12th: your
choice of apple or
blueberry pies!

On the Web at:
www.facebook.com/endure5k
or
www.dudleyshoalsbaptistchurch.org

Register online at:
www.endure5k.eventbrite.com.

Registration forms are available
on the tables at each end of the
sanctuary.
Group discounts are available.
Childcare will be provided. Walkers
are welcome!
Soldier Run: 5k race with obstacles.
5k Trail Run: scenic path run.
Family Fun Run: less
than 1 mile.

Grilled Chicken Lunch
Sunday
September 15th
11 AM to 1 PM
Donations Requested
Pairs and Spares Sunday School
Class will serve delicious grilled and
smoked chicken on September 15th
after Sunday school and after the 11
o’clock Worship Service. Visitors
from other churches are also
welcome. Take-out will be available.
Menu includes, smoked/grilled
chicken, new potatoes, green
beans, roll, and dessert (cobbler)
with a drink.
Funds raised will be used
for class ministries. We
thank you for your support.

24
Prayer Group—10
AM
Trustees Meeting—7
PM

29
30
Sunday School—9 AM Finance Committee—
Combined Worship
7 PM
Service—10:30 AM
In the CLC, see p.6

23
PPRC Committee—7
PM

22
UMW—7 PM, p.2

10
Prayer Group—10
AM

3
Prayer Group—10
AM

17
Prayer Group—10
AM

9
Network Missions—
6:30 PM

Church Office Closed

2

15
16
P & S Grilled Chicken
Lunch—11-1 PM, p.6

8
UMM—2 PM
Church Council—
4:30 PM

1

Mon

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship
Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Children &
Adult Bible studies

28

21

14

7

Sat

Wedding Prep and Service

27

20

13

6

26
Ham Biscuit Sale—6
AM ‘til gone! P. 6

19

12
Ham Biscuit Sale—6
AM ‘til gone! P. 6
Plus Blueberry pies!

5
Women’s Book
Club—7 PM, p.2

Fri

25

18

11

4

Thu

Tue

Sun

Wed

September 2013

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC
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