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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” Matthew 28:19
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Sunday Services

I ran across this Upper Room devotion the other day (I hope
that you have already read it):
My two sons were out playing tennis when I had to leave
the house. I left them a note in large handwriting, “Ham
sandwiches for lunch.” Near the sign was a covered dish of
meat, a jar of sauce, and buns. When I got home several hours
later, I found the lunch untouched. On top of the sign sat an
opened can of tuna fish and a box of crackers. Later I asked
Sam about lunch. He admitted it was terrible, eating tuna
from the can with crackers, “But we couldn’t find anything
else.” Abundant provisions had been at hand. The table was
laid out. The instructions were plain. The only thing missing
was the simple act of recognizing the gift and taking it.
In a similar vein, how many times do we miss the wonderful gifts God
longs to give us? Too often we don’t listen closely enough to understand
God’s directions for us. Too often we are not ready and willing to hear what
God says. Thus we miss out on the real joys of a spirit-filled life. But
through the disciplines of scripture
reading, prayer, and regular worship,
What is our excuse for missing
we can learn to see, appreciate, and
God’s blessings? God is always
use what God has given us.
ready and willing to give, but we
must be ready to receive.

You know I cannot express it any
other way. At times we fail to see the
note God leaves us or take the time to stop and read, listen, or respond to
God; as a result we go spiritually hungry or feed on that which is less
satisfying to us.

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)

(Continued on page 4)

● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)
● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

OFFICE HOURS:

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.
Alzheimer’s Support Group
at Brockford Inn

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult,
Children’s.

Monday—Friday:
8:00a—1:00p
Friday hours approximate.

● 7:00p. Youth—(grades 9—12)

Phone: 396-2214

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Meetings

Something to Pray About

Nominations Committee

“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.
Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”
—Matthew 10:16 NKJV

The Nominations Committee will meet on
Wednesday, September 5th at 6:00
p.m. We will be choosing people to serve
on committees and in leadership positions
for next year. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact Pastor Lane
or Lay Leader Bleaka Hollar. Also let one
of them know if you feel that you must
withdraw from a committee or position.
Please check the list on the hall bulletin
board for a list of who is serving now and
who will be rotating off next year.

Church Council
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, September 9th at 4:30 p.m. All
members of the church are invited to
attend.

SPPR Meeting
The Staff Pastor Personnel Relations
Committee will meet on Monday,
September 10th at 7:00 p.m. The group
will be preparing recommendations for
compensation for the pastor and staff for
the coming year.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
September 23rd at 7:00 p.m. Mildred
Tolbert will present the program and
Tammy Adams and Marilyn Kohnle will
provide refreshments. All women of the
church are invited to attend.
“...our goal, when confronted
by those who disagree with us,
is not to defeat, but to
persuade—or simply to plant a
seed for the Holy Spirit to use.”

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info.

by Cindy Sears

Playing
Columbo

Christians and what we believe are being excoriated in the public square more
and more. We are called bigots for believing that Christ is the only way to be made
right with God, and having the gall to say it out loud. We are called homophobic or
worse because of our stand against same-sex marriages, and for continuing to look
upon homosexuality as a sin, instead of as a lifestyle choice. We are considered
women haters or oppressors, because we stand up for the rights of the unborn. The
right to pray in public—anywhere—especially “in Jesus name” is being attacked and
banned. Some of our government people have begun saying that we have the right to
“worship” as we please, while they chip away at our religious freedoms. They don’t
want us to bring our belief into the public square where it might actually change the
way things are being done. Our country’s economy is in dire straits, and much of it
has happened because of people who no longer have any ethical basis for behavior—
so they do whatever they please for their own benefit. Christians are also said to be
unintellectual or irrational by the new atheists or social elite.
So what are we to do? Do we run and hide? Do we try to yell more loudly than
our opponents or say nasty things about them the way they do about us? Would our
Lord want us to react that way? Listen to what Apostle Peter said in 1 Peter 3:14-17:
But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are
blessed. And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled. But
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in
you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when
they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct
in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to
suffer for doing good than for doing evil.
In Matthew 10:16, Jesus told his disciples to “be wise as serpents and harmless as
doves”—in other words to be innocent, but shrewd. We are here to be his witnesses
to help bring people into the kingdom; our goal, when confronted by those who
disagree with us, is not to defeat, but to persuade—or simply to plant a seed for the
Holy Spirit to use. Only the Holy Spirit can bring a person to salvation. So, let us be
God’s ambassadors and face our opponents diplomatically, and not confrontationally.
In the book Tactics: a Game Plan for Discussing
Your Christian Convictions by Gregory Koukl, the
author talks about ways to have discussions with
people who have challenged your faith. The main
thing is to remain in control of the conversation.
One way to do that is to use the Columbo tactic.
Named after the Lt. Columbo character from the
television series, this tactic involves asking
questions of your opponent. Using this procedure, you will be able to draw your
opponent into a thoughtful dialogue without antagonizing them. You also will
discover that often people cannot defend their position with logical or factual
statements. Here is an example:
Challenge: “It’s wrong to force your views on other people. You
can’t legislate morality. Christians involved in politics violate the
(Continued on page 4)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — August 12th, 2012
Attendees: Linda Abernethy, Sherry &
Anthony Austin, Wade Austin, Shawn
Baker, Keith Bradford, David Crouse,
Kim & Wayne Ellis, Boyd & Margaret
Fairchild, Chris Haas, Jo Nell Harrison,
JoAnn Knepp, Eric Lane, Marsha
McRary, Phyllis Minton, Bob Sears
(Chair for the meeting), Cindy Sears,
Jimmy Stone.

Bob Sears called the meeting to
order. Jimmy Stone opened with a
prayer, then Bob turned it over to Jo
Nell to go over the budget items.
Basically, we are on budget and have
money in the bank. We are over
budget on the phone, because we had
to put in an extra line to satisfy the
fire code. We have spent quite a bit
of money on various remodeling
projects. She said that we will
receive about $19,000 back in sales
taxes. Most of that would go to the
building fund; only a little bit comes
from purchases not related to the
new building materials. The Council
will determine how to divide the
money and what to use it on once we
receive it.
There was more discussion about
specific funds. Jimmy Stone made a
motion to increase the monthly
payment on the mortgage whenever
possible. Wayne Ellis seconded.
There was a discussion on whether
or not to limit the maximum amount
to put on it. It was decided to let Jo
Nell and JoAnn determine what
amount is reasonable to pay each
month. Jimmy modified his motion
to increase the payment from $3800
to $4500 payment when possible, but
to set no maximum limit in case of
special gifts or amounts coming in
that could be used for a much larger
payment on the principle. Motion
carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Bob then asked the council to
read over the minutes and opened the

floor to old business. The locks have
been bought for the doors in the old
building to help stop people from
wandering around the building when
someone is using the CLC. During
the general discussion about why the
locks are necessary, Eric explained
the legal ramifications of having
people roaming about the building
unsupervised.
There was a discussion about the
new young adult class and the space
problem; and the class being
interrupted when other classes let
out. A suggestion was made to use
the stage area for the class for now
when they cannot fit into the small
room in the old fellowship hall.
Chairs and tables: Keith
Bradford suggested that we did not
need round tables or a different chair
to use in the CLC. Bob declared that
we would table that discussion for
now until further research can be
completed.

NEW BUSINESS
Keith Bradford made a motion
that the church pay for seminar
tables for the Pairs & Spares Room
that he had priced at $820. Jo Nell
said she liked the idea of seminar
tables for the other classrooms. She
asked Keith to measure her
classroom and determine the number
of these tables that could be used in
there. Sherry Austin made a second.
Motion carried. Keith will also look
into tables for the other classes.
Eric brought up a continuing
education course he would like to go
to in Missouri at a total cost of
approximately $900. He still has
$400 in his continuing education
fund for this, so he needs another
$500. Jo Nell made a motion to pay
for it. Keith made a second. Eric
explained that he would like to take
another church member to the
session also and that would take
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another $800, bringing the total
needed to approximately $1200. Jo
Nell upped the amount; Keith
seconded. Motion carried.
Kim Ellis: Calendar editions for
the following events: Trunk or Treat,
Saturday, October 27th. UMW
Bazaar, Nov. 3rd; Hanging of the
Greens, evening of Dec. 1st.
UMM report from David
Crouse: $756 cleared on today’s
fundraiser. David explained that the
men want to begin tutoring again.
Eric said that each person who
volunteered would need to be
cleared with a background check,
and he has a list of those who have
been cleared.
Jo Nell suggested that we have
another auction to raise money to
pay on the building mortgage. Bob
decided to table this and talk about it
later.
Eric told us that some
playground equipment had been
donated. We will have to put it in
with our own labor. The UMM has
volunteered to do the work. Eric
suggested that we put up a chain link
fence around the area for safety
reasons. Jimmy made a motion to
put the equipment at the side of the
cemetery where the other equipment
is now. Wayne Ellis seconded.
Motion carried.
Sherry Austin requested some
new equipment to use with the
Communion Service. Keith made a
motion that we get whatever she
needed. Marsha seconded. Motion
carried.
Kim asked if we would be
having the $10,000 Sunday this year
on homecoming. It was agreed that
we would. This year’s Revival will
be on each Sunday evening in
October, instead of during a one
week period.
Bob Sears closed the meeting
with prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.
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Contributed by Delores Campbell
Little Boy’s Strawberries
My first cousin was asking me if I remembered the birthday party when he
was about 5 years old that I hosted at Grandma Stafford’s house. I told him I
didn’t remember, but I did remember about his daddy and mama and him
coming to visit my mom and dad when the strawberries were ripe.
We had wild strawberries growing out in our front yard and Tim’s mother
said, “Little boy, go out there and pick me some strawberries.”
Tim went out and started picking the smallest berries he could find. My
mom said, “Tim, there are bigger strawberries up in the garden.”
Tim replied, “I don’t want big strawberries. I want little strawberries. My
mama called me a little boy, and I want to pick
her some little strawberries.”
He was about 12 years old at the time.

Pastor’s Corner, con’t
Like the story in Luke chapter
14 of the one who prepared a
dinner banquet, and when it was
time to begin, all the guests made
excuses and refused to come.
Then the man told his slaves to go
out and invite people off the
street to come, so that those who
had made excuses missed out.
What is our excuse for
missing God’s blessings? God is
always ready and willing to give,
but we must be ready to receive.
Don’t miss out on the blessing
that God has in store for you.
Blessings,

Please note: the article “For the Beauty of the
Earth” in last month’s newsletter was written by
Kathy Teague when she was 13 years old.

Rev. Eric Lane
How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!

Something to Pray About, con’t

Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness,

(Continued from page 2)

separation of church and state.”

For they shall be filled.

Response: “Do you vote? When you vote for someone, are you
expecting your candidate to pass laws reflecting your own point of
view? Wouldn’t that essentially be forcing your views on others?
How is that different from what you’re troubled about here? Is it
your view that only nonreligious people should be allowed to vote
or participate in politics, or did I misunderstand you? Where,
specifically, in the Constitution are religious people excluded from
the political process? Can you give me an example of legislation
that does not have a moral element to it?” (p. 44, Koukl)

—Matthew 5:6 NKJV

Mission Run — 5K

Dudley Shoals Baptist Church is
sponsoring a Mission Run, Soldier Run,
and Family Fun Run on

September 29, 2012

When I use this tactic, the pressure is off of me. I am simply asking for
clarification and information. The other person must defend their statements.
Get into the habit of asking questions. “Using simple leading questions is an
almost effortless way to introduce spiritual topics to a conversation without seeming
abrupt, rude, or pushy. Questions are engaging and interactive, probing yet
amicable. Most important, they keep you in the driver’s seat while someone else
does all the work.” (p.48 Koukl)
Koukl goes on to explain other aspects of the Columbo tactic and how to use it
to defend your faith and to lead others to see how they may be living under false
assumptions. Highly recommended reading material (Available on Kindle).



Please see the brochure copies in the
hallway and narthex for complete
information.
There will be a special talk by
Graham Marshall from Tasted Fest on
Friday, September 28th at 7:00 p.m.
with a suggested donation of $5 to go
toward missions.
The Soldier Run is full of obstacles
and has several levels to choose from.
The Family Fun Run is one mile long
and mostly for children.
Money raised goes to missions.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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September Celebrations

Acolyte Schedule - SEPTEMBER







3rd—Leonard Teague



4th—B. Dale Reid, Heather Stone



5th—John Brown



6th—Michael Lee Hardy, Jr.



10th— Melinda Hefner



11th—Will McRary, Daniel Simmons



12th—Sherri Austin



13th—Jason Haas



16th—Chris Haas, Noah Hutto



17th—Tasha Haas



18th—Kenny Silver



19th—Butch Smith, Billy Wayne Campbell,
Michael Gilbert



20th—Ginny Teague, Kelly McCrary



21st—Kalieb Reid, Flaxen Brookshire-Reid



24th—Lois Starnes, Louise Teague



25th—Kaylee Haas



30th—Russ Knepp

2nd Makayla Settlemyre
9th Payton Lyda
16th Clair Gilbert
23rd Hannah Abernethy
30th Kevin Miller

Nursery Schedule - SEPTEMBER
2nd

8:30 Sherri Austin & Grace Bradford
11:00 Teresa Herman

9th

8:30 Keith & Susan Keener
11:00 JoAnn Knepp

16th

8:30 Missy Mullinax & Casey Mullinax
11:00 Beth Lane

23rd

8:30 Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary
11:00 Rosalind Kelley

30th

8:30 Heather Stone & Kim Ellis
11:00 Wayne Ellis

Happy Anniversary!


3rd—Hoke & Cleo Clark



5th—Jeff & Ann Smith



7th—Bill & Delores Campbell



7th—Robbie & Kristin Settlemyre



10th—Chuck & Tammy Adams



13th—Kevin & Teresa Simmons



25th—Paul & Annette Burson



25th—Wayne & Kim Ellis

For Our Schools
The United Methodist Women continue to collect
pencil bags, facial tissue and paper towels for the
schools. Please place the items in the box in the
hallway.

UMW Cookbooks
Cookbooks are still available at the reduced price of $10.
Please see any UMW member to purchase one.
Flavoring is available for $2.75 per bottle. They are stored
in the kitchen pantry.

Our Military

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.

Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski

Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jason Nichol
James Starbuck

God’s Abundant Grace
Some days when I’ve messed up over and over, I wonder how
much God’s grace can cover? Then I remember this: God isn’t
held or restricted by time as we are. So, if He is timeless and,
therefore, in the past, present, and future all at the same time;
then the saving, redemptive blood of Jesus is still as fresh and
powerful as when it dripped from His wounds. His blood is
covering all my messes and restoring my soul by the power of
His love, mercy and grace all the time!
—Darren McCrary

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

September Fundraisers

Special Requests
Chairs and Tables Fund
We continue to accept donations to help
buy new banquet tables and chairs for the
Christian Life Center. You may designate
your gifts to the “Chairs Tables Fund” in
the “Other” field on the offering
envelopes. We have received $1,670 so
far. Thank you for your support.

Habitat House 2012 —
IMPACT
The Methodists churches of Caldwell
County will work together to build
another Habitat for Humanity house this
fall. Our church’s goal for part of the
material costs is $5,000. Please record
the amount in the “Other” field and mark
for Habitat House on the envelopes.
Current total given is: $947.
We will also need volunteers to help
build the structure in September and
October. Contact Eric Lane if you would
like to help with this ministry.
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PAIRS & SPARES CLASS
FUNDRAISER
The Pairs and Spares Sunday
school class will be serving BBQ
chicken on

Sunday, September 23rd
11:00 AM & 12:15 PM

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!
We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones
AND gravy biscuits on Thursday,
September 20th. We start at 6:00
a.m. and stop when they are all gone.
It doesn’t take long! So call early or
pre-order on Wednesday by
calling:

Donations are requested to help
fund the classes ministries.

396-7924

Tell all your friends and stay to
eat Sunday lunch with us or take a
plate or two home.

396-2214 (church office; 8:30-1:00
pm)

We
thank you for
your support.

313-9996

We deliver orders of 10 or more.
Proceeds support our
yearly mission trip to
and work in Costa Rica.
Yum! Yum!

Upcoming Events
Senior Citizens Night Out
Saturday
September 15th
5:00 p.m.
We invite all our senior citizens
to a covered-dish supper on the
15th. Bring a favorite dish or
dessert to share and enjoy an
evening of fellowship, good food,
and good music. Gerald Frye and
his group of musicians and
singers will be providing
entertainment after the
meal. Don’t worry, we
plan to send you home
before dark.

Trunk or Treat — October
Our annual Trunk or Treat will
be on Saturday, October 27th from
6-8:00 p.m. We will serve hotdogs
and give out lots of candy.
We invite and encourage all our
members to decorate their trunk or
truck bed with spooky things and
help give out candy to the little
“spooks.”
We are collecting candy now for
this event. Please place your
donations in the box in the hallway.

UMW Bazaar — November
Ebenezer’s United Methodist
Women will have their annual
bazaar on Saturday, November 3rd
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We
hope you can stop by for some good
food, baked goods, and lots of craft
items. This is a good way to start
your Christmas shopping!
The
Ladies are
requesting
donations of
craft goods
and baked goods to sale at the
bazaar. All proceeds go to help pay
for the UMW’s missions throughout
the coming year.
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See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship
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Mon
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Nominations Committee—6 PM, see p. 2

Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Adult, Children’s, Youth Bible
studies

Wed

27

28

21

14
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Fri

See p. 6 about how to help.
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Ham Biscuits—6 AM
‘til gone!, see p. 6
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September 2012

Sun

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC
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