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Sunday Services

Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane
When you receive this newsletter, our church will be
preparing for our Homecoming celebration. Homecoming is a
time of reflection, a time to recall the days that have passed
and to remember those who have gone on to the Church Triumphant and
the wonderful memories that they have left behind.
However, homecoming is also a reminder. It is a time to remind
ourselves of the privilege and blessing that we have been given to carry on
the work of God’s kingdom. Think of homecoming as a graduation
ceremony. When someone graduates from high school, college, or even
armed service training, it is a time to celebrate their accomplishments; but,
also, it is a preparation time for what lies ahead.
We live in a world and a time where there is much unrest and fear of
what lies ahead. This homecoming, let’s give thanks to those who have laid
the foundation or been the anchor for us in stormy times. Let us also
remember that there are others—many others—who need to find shelter
and refuge from the storms of life. They need to experience the divineness
of God; they need to encounter the presence of the Holy Spirit working.
This is what homecoming truly is.
Homecoming is about returning to the fount of living waters. Yes, I am
looking forward to our homecoming celebration—a time to reflect back on
all the many blessings of God, and to look ahead to how the Body of Christ
will reach out to others in the days ahead.
I hope that you will invite friends, family, and those who have been
(Continued on page 4)

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)
● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)

OFFICE HOURS:

● 10:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

Monday—Friday:
8:30a—1:00p
Fri. 2:30-5:00p (if needed.)

● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult &
Children’s.

Methodist Women

Church’s e-mail: eumc@ebenezerum-church.org

Phone: 396-2214

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings
Church Council
There will be a short meeting of the
Church Council on Sunday, October 6th
at 5:30 p.m. to consider a request to rent
the Christian Life Center.

Homecoming/Revival
Our annual Homecoming service is on
Sunday, October 13th at 10:00 a.m..
The Revival will begin that evening and
continue through Wednesday evening.
See page 6 for more information.

Charge Conference

Something to Pray About
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by Cindy Sears

“Now the multitude of those who believed were of one
heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the
things he possessed was his own, but they had all things
in common. ”
—Acts 4:32 NKJV

Community

Community: “a group with common interests or origins” fellowship, being
alike in some way”
Common: “of or affecting the whole community” “belonging to or shared
by two or more people or things”
Unity: “the state of being one or a unit” “harmony, agreement in feelings
or ideas or aims etc.”
(all definitions from the Oxford American Dictionary, c1980)

Ebenezer’s annual Charge Conference
will be on Sunday, October 20th at 4:00
p.m. We will present the 2014 proposed
committee members and the new budget
and vote on them at this meeting.

In God’s plan, individual rights are trumped by a community’s need for
stability and solidarity. This is the essence of the Ten Commandments and
most of the rules and regulations based on them in the books of Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

United Methodist Women

The Israelites were called to be a part of a community of believers, a holy
nation—called out and separate from the surrounding nations and culture
groups. And called also to be a living witness of what obedience to God
looked like and how that obedience led to a better, more stable and
prosperous existence for all. (See Deuteronomy 7:9-15.)

The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
October 27th at 7:00 p.m. Gwen
Teague is in charge of the program.
Harolyn Roberts and Sonya Crouse will
take care of refreshments. All women of
the church are invited to attend.

2013 Christmas Play
Christmas play “auditions” will be held
on Sunday, October 6 at 4:00 p.m. All
children and youth are invited to
participate. A child does not have to be a
member of our church to help with the
play. Rehearsals will begin on Sunday,
October 20th at 4:00 p.m.
The Play is scheduled to be preformed
on Sunday, December 15th.
Rehearsals will continue from October
20th to December 22nd at 4:00 p.m. each
Sunday afternoon.

Memorial Service
A memorial service for Lori
Tolbert will be held on Saturday,
October 19th at 3:00 p.m.
We invite you to come and
support Mildred Tolbert and the
rest of Lori’s family during this time.

As Christians, we come to the cross individually, but then we enter the
family of God—a community of believers. Christians are not called to be lone
rangers, but soldiers of the cross—team members. It is not so much what God
has done for me, but what He has done for us. Jesus is our Shepherd; we are
His flock. We are much better off travelling with the flock, because a lone
sheep is much easier for the wolf (Devil) to pick off—to destroy. (See John
10:16.) We are called to community, and that community is ruled by love for
one another. (See 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a.) Therefore, I do not look out for
Number One; I look out for the weaker brother or sister. (See Romans,
Chapter 14.)
“Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this,
not to put a stumbling block or cause to fall in our brother’s way.”
—Romans 14:13 NKJV
“We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak,
and not to please ourselves.”
—Romans 15:1 NKJV
This is why sin is so devastating to the Church, because it affects us all.
When I sin, I do not just sin against God; I sin against my fellow believers and
weaken them. My sin can be a stumbling block that causes another believer
to fall or keeps an unbeliever from opening himself up to God’s call to
redemption. Therefore individual sin does not just hurt me, it hurts the
community. The same as adultery in a marriage not only hurts the spouse, but
the children, the extended family, and the whole community.
(Continued on page 4)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — September 8th, 2013
Attendees: Anthony & Sherry Austin,
Shawn & Ricky Baker, Judy McCrary, Kim
Ellis, Boyd & Margaret Fairchild, Barbara
Frye, Chris Haas, Jo Nell Harrison, Bleaka
Hollar, Keith Keener, JoAnn Knepp, Eric
Lane, Barbara Miller, Cindy Sears, Jeff &
Ann Smith, and Jimmy Stone; and Becky
Clark, Cinda McRary and Taffy Rice and
Will Rice.

in by that date.

Pastor Eric Lane filled in for
Chair Warren Bumgarner, who was
out of town. He opened the meeting
with prayer then asked the members
to read over the August meeting
minutes. Jeff Smith made a motion
to accept the minutes as written. Kim
Ellis seconded; motion carried.

Blogging committee met and is
working on some possibilities for
blogs. Your ideas are welcome.
Contact Jimmy Stone, Eric Lane, or
Cindy Sears.

Financial statement from Jo
Nell Harrison: Jo Nell reported that
we are showing over $1700 too little
in the checking account from our
expenses last month. Giving is down
by over $7700. We are also running
over our budget. So we have spent
around $12,000 more than we took
in. We spent $3200 more than we
budgeted for electricity. We have
also received a notice that the cost of
electricity will be going up. There
was general discussion about the
situation and how to get more money
coming in. Afterwards, Bleaka
Hollar made a motion to begin a
pledge campaign, second by Kim
Ellis. Motion passed.
We will also be looking at our
expenses, and see if there is
anywhere we can save. We must be
good stewards of the money we
receive for God’s ministry.

Old Business

Brochures are almost ready to
mail. Bleaka and Cindy will finish
up the preparatory work soon and get
them in the mail.
Wi-Fi problem is still being
worked on.

First Aid kit needs refurbishing.
Sherry Austin and Kim Ellis are
working on this.

New Business
Homecoming: we cannot get a
guest pastor to attend. Instead, we
may let some of our members stand
up and talk about the church, and
have special music. This will also be
our $10,000 Sunday (Oct. 13th).
There will be no Sunday school that
day and the ONE worship service
will begin at 10:00 a.m. There will
be a covered-dish lunch afterwards.
Bleaka reminded us that we need
to promote the ONE SERVICE
worship time on September 29th.
Kim Ellis wants people to come
in and help wash the walls and try to
make the CLC look better right
before Homecoming Sunday. The
Council decided that the gym will be
closed to activities from October 6 to
October 12th, so that we can clean
the CLC during that time.

Sonlighters Class. The All Things
Made New Class now occupies the
Sonlighters’ old room in the CLC.

The Christmas program is set for
December 15th with December 22nd
as the alternate date. Any children
that would like to participate in the
play can, even if they do not attend
this church.

Our Charge conference is on
October 20th. All budget and
committee information needs to be

Ricky Baker brought a lock-in
price for propane at 1.89 per gallon.
Ricky made a motion to accept this

The new classroom is complete, and
now occupied by the Heavenly
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offer from Blue Ridge Energies,
second by Jeff. Motion carried.
Will Rice is working on his
Eagle Scout project and made a
presentation on his proposal. Will is
providing all supplies to put up a flag
pole and benches and plants in the
cemetery area near the playground.
Total cost will be about $400.
Contributions of money or plants will
be accepted to help with the project.
After general discussion, Keith
Keener made a motion to accept the
proposal and take up a love offering
to help pay for it. Anthony seconded.
Motion carried.
Anthony asked if we should
begin requesting donations on the
basketball nights to help pay for
electricity, etc. Ricky Baker will
contact Blue Ridge and see if they
can help us find ways to cut back on
our usage, but we will not ask for
money at this point. Barbara Miller
emphasized that we should be
promoting regular giving to the
church in our Sunday school classes.
We need financial support. Those
doing fundraising could also pledge
to give 10% to the church when they
use the facilities. Discussion on these
points continued for some time.
Cindy made a motion to adjourn.
Jimmy seconded. Bleaka Hollar
prayed us out.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.



Southerners know everybody’s first
name:
Honey
Darlin’
Sugah

Church bulletin BLOOPER:
The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus
Walks on the Water.’ The sermon
tonight: ‘Searching for Jesus.’

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Something to Pray About, con’t
In the book of Exodus we see
how God took a weak, cowardly,
and highly diverse set of people and
made them into a community of
believers in the desert of Sinai. He
continues to take weak, cowardly,
and diverse persons and mold them
into a community of believers.
When we obey the first
commandment, we all have the
same focal point and the same
goal—to worship and reverence and
obey the one true God, Who is also
our Savior and Redeemer (Jesus
Christ); and when we obey all the
other commandments, loving my
neighbor as myself, we become a
community—a common unity.
“Now the multitude of those
who believed were of one heart and
one soul; neither did anyone say
that any of the things he possessed
was his own, but they had all things
in common.” —Acts 4:32 NKJV
(Please note that the individuals
still “possessed” things; but they
were always ready to share what
they possessed. None of us truly
owns anything; it is all a gift from
God to be used in His kingdom’s
work.)
In the Spiritual Gifts training
class that I just went through in the
latest Lay Servant Training event,
we were reminded over and over
again that spiritual gifts are not
given to individuals for the
individual’s sake. The gifts are given
to us to edify the body of Christ—
the Church—the community of
believers. (See Ephesians 4:10-16; 1
Corinthians, Chapter 12.) Using a
spiritual gift only to make myself
feel better is wrong. Refusing to use
a spiritual gift to build up the body
of Christ is also wrong.
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“Having then gifts differing
according to the grace that is given
to us, let us use them: if prophecy,
let us prophesy in proportion to our
faith; or ministry, let us use it in our
ministering; he who teaches, in
teaching…” —Romans 12:6-7, et al.
NKJV
We are family. We stand
together; we fall together. If one link
of the chain is broken, the whole
chain is weakened. Do not be that
weak link by giving in to sin or by
refusing to use the gifts that God has
given you for the body’s sake. And
let those who are strong in the faith
refuse to let go of the weaker link.
Reach out in love and hang on for
Christ’s sake. Build up the body of
Christ daily, because our unity is our
greatest witness to a lost and dying
world.
“I do not pray for these alone,
but also for those who will believe in
Me through their word; that they all
may be one, as You, Father, are in
Me, and I in You; that they also may
be one in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me.”
—John 17:20-21 NKJV


Pastors Corner, con’t
(Continued from page 1)

away to return on October 13th,
as together we lift high the
banner of the cross and
celebrate what Christ has done,
is doing. and will continue to do
in His church, Ebenezer.
May God continue to pour
out his blessings upon you.
Rev. Eric Lane



Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in September:

In Honor of J. B. & Patty’s 55th
Wedding Anniversary on August
31, 2013 by:
Robert & Teresa Herman
Dave & Keely McMahan
Tommy & Cindy Price
Joyce Harley
Stephen & Linda Coffey
In Memory of Wade Austin by:
Ezma Austin
New Definition: Committee—a body
that keeps minutes and wastes hours.

October Layman’s Revival
The annual Layman’s Revival
returns for an autumn replay this
year. Instead of having a preacher
come in from another church, we are
asking lay people to stand up and
speak out again during our annual
fall revival.
Please see Bleaka Hollar or
Gerald Frye if you would like to
give your testimony or a sermon
during the revival, which will run
from

Sunday — Wednesday
7:00 p.m. each night
October 13th—16th.
We will have special music
along with the speakers. We hope
you will join us for this time of
worship as we praise God for all He
has done for us.



Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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October Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - OCTOBER
6th Payton Lyda



13th Makayla Settlemyre



3rd—Kevin Simmons

20th Austin Teague



4th—Bleaka Hollar

27th Kevin Miller



5th—Gwen Teague



7th—Larry Hill



8th—Jackson Behmer



12th—Skylar Helton, Michael Knepp,
Brent Sherrill

Nursery Schedule - OCTOBER



13th—Meredith Sherrill



17th—Warren Bumgarner



18th—David Crouse



21st—Loretta Helton



22nd—Colby Collins



23rd—Cleo Clark



26th—Victoria Coffey



28th—Randy McRary, Donetta Spencer



30th—Felicia Fowler

Happy Anniversary!


10th—Lindsey & Gina Teague



16th—Reggie & Dawn Yount



25th—Larry & Alice Hill



26th—Marvin & Sharon Bowman



27th—B. Dale & Flaxen Reid

6th

8:30 Linda Moretz & Nancy Sears
11:00 Tasha Haas

13th

8:30 Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount
11:00 Wayne Ellis

20th

8:30 Boyd & Emily Johnson
11:00 Rosalind Kelley

27th

8:30 Teresa Simmons & Dawn Yount
11:00 Teresa Herman

Our Military
Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Paul Coffey
Joey Deal
Dakota Fox
Ethan Fox
Andy Gaillard
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Jason Nichol
Michael Potts
James Starbuck
Hunter Tolbert

Sunday School Classes & Leaders
How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“But love your enemies, do good,
and lend, hoping for nothing in
return; and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the
Most High. For He is kind to the
unthankful and evil.”
—Luke 6:35 NKJV

Nursery—Nancy Sears, Missy Mullinax
Preschool—Butterfly Class—Natasha Haas, Jamie Starbuck; Beth Lane, Kay Gilbert
K, 1st, 2nd—Explorers Class — Marsha McRary; Dawn Yount, Teresa Simmons
3rd, 4th, 5th—Lighthouse Class — Celeste Creasemen; Warren Bumgarner
Middle School—The Rock — Kim Ellis; Tammy Adams, Sherry Austin, Taffy Rice
High School—Christ Driven Teens — Natasha Haas & Taffy Rice; Jimmy Stone &
Steve Kohnle
Post-High School—All Things Made New—Steve Miller
Young Adults—Under Grace—David Abernethy
Adults—Pairs and Spares — Barbara Miller, Cindy Sears
Adults—Rainbow Class— Bleaka Hollar
Adults—Women’s Bible Class — Cathy Huffman, Barbara Ferguson,
Adults—Heavenly Sonlighters — Bob Sears, Leonard Teague
We have a Bible study class for you at Ebenezer!

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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October Fundraisers & Events
Cruise In

Ham Biscuits / Bake Sale

Saturday
October 5th
10 AM—2 PM
Pairs and Spares Sunday
School Class is having a Cruise-In!
If you have a motor vehicle
that you would like to show
off, bring it on out. We
will be selling hamburgers,
hot dogs, nachos and cold drinks.
Come on out and enjoy the cars,
trucks, motorcycles, and tractors,
and treat yourself to some good food
and fun. There is no entry fee for
showing your vehicles.

Homecoming/Fall Revival
Our annual Homecoming
worship service will be on

Sunday
October 13th, 2013
10:00 AM
Christian Life Center
(No Sunday school )

Come and enjoy this
wonderful time of fellowship and
worship. Praise be to God and
everything for His glory!
Bring a favorite meat, vegetable or
dessert to share at the covered-dish
lunch after the service.
This is also our annual

Help us celebrate what God
has done for us over the past year by
giving a little extra to His kingdom’s

We will be selling ham biscuits, along
with sausage and egg ones AND gravy
biscuits AND fried fruit pies on
Thursday, October 24th.
We start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they
are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So call
early or pre-order on Wednesday by
calling: 396-7924, 313-9996, 396-2214
(church office; Mon.-Fri. 8:30-1:00 pm).
We deliver orders of 10 or more.
Proceeds support our yearly
mission trip to and work in
Costa Rica.
Yum! Yum!

Proceeds will be used for
class ministries. We thank you for
your support.

work. The goal is to give $10,000
over and above the regular budget
amount.

Sunday—Wednesday
October 13—16
7 PM each evening
We will have a Fall
Layman’s Revival this year. Come
hear various speakers talk about
their relationship with Jesus Christ.
There will be special music each
evening, too.

Bake Sale
We will be selling baked
goods on Saturday, October 26th,
from 8—11 a.m. for Costa Rica
missions, too.
along with brownies, cookies, and
cupcakes. We ask our members to
help by donating candy and baking
up the desserts listed above.

Biscuit Sale Price List

Fall Trunk or Treat Party
Join us for a fun and safe
Halloween on

Saturday, October 26th
6—8 PM
Decorate your truck bed or
car trunk with spooky and weird
things and help pass out candy to all
the little ghouls.
Hot dogs will be served,

$2.00_____Ham or Sausage
$2.50_____Ham or Sausage with
egg
$2.00_____Egg
$1.50_____Jelly
$2.00_____Gravy
$2.50_____Gravy with Sausage
$2.00_____Fried Apple Pie

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists
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Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship

6
Church Council—
5:30 PM (short meeting)

13
Homecoming—10:00
AM
Covered-dish Lunch
Afterwards

15
Prayer Group—10
AM

8
Prayer Group—10
AM

1
Prayer Group—10
AM

Tue

16

9

2
Church Office
Closed

Wed

21

28

20
Charge Conference—
4:00 PM

27
Missional Meeting—3
PM
UMW—7 PM, p.2

29
Prayer Group—10
AM

22
Prayer Group—10
AM

30

23

31

24
Ham Biscuit Sale—6
AM ‘til gone! P. 6

17

10

3

Thu

Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Children &
Adult Bible studies

25

18

11

4

Fri

October 2013

Fall Layman’s Revival, Sun.—Wed., 7 PM

Mon

Sun

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC

26
Bake Sale—8-11 AM
Fall Trunk or Treat
Party—6-8 PM

19
Cruise-In Rain Date
Lori Tolbert Memorial Service—3 PM

12

5
Cruise-In — 10 –2
PM

Sat

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Proceeds will fund UMM ministries.

Thank you for supporting our ministries!

Call Jimmy Stone at 828-994-1764 or Chris
Haas at 828-381-5741 for more information.

Trees may also be bought and picked out at
the Tree farm. Directions are on the back of
this flyer.

Contact David Crouse or Jimmy Stone to order.

Payment must accompany the order. Order forms
are available in the narthex and the hallway.

Order by December 1st to pick-up at Ebenezer on
December 7th (time to be announced).

Order by November 17th to pick-up at Ebenezer on
November 23rd 4-5:00 p.m.

$25 each

6 ft Christmas Trees!

United Methodist Men are selling

2115 Bakers Ridge Road, Piney
Creek, NC

Thank you for helping us with
our fundraiser!

Call Natasha Haas at 828-781-4530
or Donna Whitson at 828-381-5901
if you need help.

Travel approximately 17 miles North on HWY 16 towards
Wilkesboro. Take the US-421 E. ramp and merge onto 421 E. Take
EXIT 285 toward Brushy Mtn. Road. Turn left. You will pass a Coffee
House. Stay on this road about 1 1/2 miles. It will become HWY 18
North. Go straight through the first stop light (Screen Printers is on
the right). Take a left onto 6th St. Turn right onto HWY 18 North.
(will pass Wendy’s & Yadkin Ford Dealership). Continue on HWY 18
for about 23 miles. Turn left onto
HWY 113. Travel for 7 miles. Go
through the yellow flashing light and
after 2 more miles turn right onto
Bakers Ridge Road. Travel 2 miles to
the end of Bakers Ridge Road and
take a right onto Barr Road. Enter
first driveway on the right . There is
a small cabin and shed with a red
metal roof. Drive on up to the house
with a green roof at the top of the
hill.

Total Time: 1 hour 30 minutes; Total Distance: 53.83 miles

Directions from Alexander Central High School to
Christmas Tree Farm in Alleghany County NC.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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