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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” Matthew 28:19
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How do I hide God’s word in
my heart? Memorize it!
Truly, my soul silently
waits for God; from him only
comes my salvation;
He only is my rock and my
salvation; He is my defense; I
shall not be greatly moved.
—Psalm 62:1-2 NKJV

Dec. Newsletter Items
Please have December newsletter
items in by Monday, November
27th.
Thank you—Editor
Sunday Services

The Need for Blood
The American Red Cross is the primary supplier of
blood for medical needs in the United States. This blood is
collected in more than 145,000 blood drives annually.
Someone in the U.S. needs blood every 2 seconds, 36,000 units are used daily,
plus 7,000 units of platelets and 10,000 units of plasma.
Annually, 13.6 million units of blood and red blood cells are collected.
Blood donors number 6.8 million. Less than 10 percent of the eligible population
donates blood. There is no replacement available for human blood—it must be
donated. A single car accident may require as many as 100 units of blood. Cancer
patients may need blood transfusions during treatment. Those suffering from
Sickle Cell disease may require multiple transfusions yearly during their life time.*
Most people are eligible to donate blood. I have given a number of units.
Most years I have donated several times. However, I have also been involved in
experimental drug tests. Donations are not allowed while in the drug study. Also a
person may not donate while taking certain drugs or having certain illnesses.
We are fortunate to have a large supply of blood
available for our needs.
More important than blood used for medical purposes is
the blood of Jesus Christ. Human beings and all creation are in
need of salvation. As in the need for human blood in medical
treatment, there is no substitute for the blood of Jesus Christ.
Christ willingly suffered death upon the cross that we might
receive the great gift that removed the stain of disobedience and
sin.
By accepting Him as our Lord and Savior we become his brother or sister
and a child of God. Our sins are forgiven and we are new creatures in the eyes of
God. As it is important that individuals donate blood, it is many times more
important that we ask Christ to wash us clean in his blood. Salvation comes to us
the day we ask and strength is ours for the life journey to come.
Thank you, Lord Jesus.
Pastor Tom
*Blood facts from American Red Cross website.

● 9:00a Worship Service (Combined)
● 10:15a Sunday School

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice

● 6:00p Praise Band Rehearsal

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:

● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

● 6:00p Teens for Christ (Gr. 6-12)

Mon.—Friday: 8:30—1:00 p.m.

● 7:00p Bible Study —Children & Adults.

Phone: (828) 396-2214

Methodist Women

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings, Etc.
Community Thanksgiving Service
Our Community-wide Thanksgiving
service is on Sunday, November 19th
at 6:00 p.m. at 1st UMC Granite Falls.

Church Council
Church Council will meet on Sunday,
November 26th at 4:30 p.m.

Trustees Meeting
Trustees will meet on Monday,
November 20th at 7:00 p.m.

Food Ministry
The Lord’s Supper will serve its next
meal on Monday, November 20th at
5:00 p.m. Driver/Delivers need to be
there at 5:00 p.m. See Ricky Baker for
kitchen help needs.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet on Sunday,
November 26th at 7:00 p.m. All
women of the church are invited to
participate.

Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in October 2017:

In Honor of Tom & Patsy Hunter
by:
Delores, Bill, Gary Paul Campbell
In honor of Mildred Tolbert by:
Freida Matthews
In Honor of the Spencer Reunion
by:
Delores, Bill, Gary Paul Campbell
In Honor of Patty Coffey by:
Delores, Bill, Gary Paul Campbell
In Memory of Blanche Kohnle:
Michael Kohnle
Tom & Doris Kohnle
Freida Matthews
In Memory of Wayne, Lillian, and
Kenneth Reid by:
Gary & Ann Reid
In Memory of My Parents Mr. &
Mrs. John Pope by:
Peggy Jenkins

Something to Pray About
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by Cindy Sears

“You are the children of your father, the Devil, and you
want to follow your father’s desires. From the very
beginning he was a murderer and has never been on the
side of truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
tells a lie, he is only doing what is natural to him,
because he is a liar and the father of all lies.” John 8:44

Give the
Devil His
Due

Satan —a created but superhuman, personal, evil, world-power,
represented in Scripture as the adversary both of God and man.
Not only are we born with a couple of bugs in our system called pride
or arrogance and selfishness that moves us to act in ways that are detrimental
to ourselves and other humans. Not only do we have Someone working to
save us from ourselves. There is someone else working to move us to step on
the road of destruction and walk it into everlasting punishment and the
second death. No matter how much we try to rationalize our way out of the
concept of sin and of the Devil, it and he keep rearing their ugly heads and
saying, “Here I am.”
The Incans, Mayans, Aztecs and some North American natives, the
early Chinese, the Phoenicians, early European cultures, and many other
people groups once practiced human sacrifice. In the modern era, millions
have been sacrificed because of ideologies and for the sake of convenience—
consider the gas chambers of the Nazis, Russian gulags, the people’s
revolution in China, and abortion. Slavery was practiced by almost all early
cultures, and “race” did not matter to the slavers. Human trafficking and
slavery (essentially the same thing) continues today in many places.
Simply put, evil has a long and sordid history in the world. Some of
the things we are seeing today coming out of Hollywood, corruption in
government and business, multitudinous shootings and murders in inner
cities, mass shootings and killings in Europe and here are further
manifestations of the evil that dwells among us and in us.
Can we blame Satan for this mayhem? Yes and no. Some of the
names in Scripture give us some ideas of how Satan works in our world. He is
called the Adversary, the Accuser, the Tempter, Beelzebub, the Evil One,
Murderer, and most tellingly, Father of Lies. Satan’s controlling attribute is
moral evil. It isn’t so much his hatred of God that causes his evil, but his
jealousy and hatred of men that has led him into antagonism to God and
goodness. Satan was not created evil; it was his free will and the choices he
made in that regard, which led to his fall. And he uses man’s free will to lead
men into ruin.
Satan hates God and man and does all he can to defeat God’s plan of
grace, and to establish and maintain a kingdom of evil in the seduction and
ruin of mankind. How does he do this? He uses wicked men to mislead other
men. The agent of Satan is always a victim. A man cannot make a personal
alliance with Satan. Satan cannot introduce disorder into the physical
universe or directly operate in the lives of men. His power consists principally
in his power to deceive. He is fundamentally a liar, and his kingdom is
(Continued on page 3)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — 101517
Attendees: Tom Hunter, Ricky Baker,
Patty Coffey, Kim Ellis, Barbara
Ferguson, Roy Hamby, Jo Nell
Harrison, Bleaka Hollar, JoAnn Knepp,
Judy McCrary, Cinda McRary, Cindy
Sears, Jimmy Stone.
Bleaka Hollar opened the meeting with
a short devotional from the Upper
Room at 4:30 p.m.
Reading of the minutes from September
meeting: Approved as printed.

Finance Report
We will have about $26,000 available
as of this Sunday (Oct. 15). We were in
the red at the end of September, but
have caught up at this point. We took in
$11,000 and spent $13,000 in Sept.

Old Business
Termite A1 came to the parsonage and
treated it. We mailed the special
offering envelopes and many people
used the envelopes.
Roy Hamby: This year we had to fix 5
of our heat pump units because the units
had frozen up. We should keep the
temperatures set higher when we are not
using the building.

Something, con’t

The barbecue fundraiser went off well.
There is some confusion on how much
went to the church, but it was over
$7,000.
Christmas Party plans are in process.
At the special meeting of the Council
voted to keep the budget from last year
with minor changes.

New Business
Charge Conference will be next Sunday.
After everything is signed, we will be
ready to turn in all the paperwork. We
will meet immediately after the worship
service to make the final vote.
Barbara Ferguson: The Witness
Committee has made a list of names of
the people who have stopped attending,
and have created some “missing you”
cards to send to the people. They will be
sent out soon.
Tom said that he is impressed by the
number of people who are involved in
the things that we do. We have much to
be proud of. It is important that we
continue to contact the people who are
not attending on a regular basis.
Our church had nine members at the
district dialogue meeting at Grace
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Chapel. We had the most attendees of
the churches represented there. We are
doing a good job. Keep it up!
2018: Tom went over some ideas for
Epiphany Sunday and other special
Sundays of the year.
Kim Ellis: The Gateway School
breakfast will be on Monday, Dec. 4th.
Kids will be here at 9:30 a.m. We will
need people to help cook and serve and
provide fellowship to the kids. Workers
will need to be here around 7:30 a.m.
There was a general discussion of
financial records keeping for the church,
since Jo Nell would like to give that job
to someone else.
There was another discussion of if we
could we pay part of the apportionments
now. Yes. So, we will try to make a
payment this month.
Bleaka closed the meeting and asked
Pastor Tom to say the closing prayer.
—minutes by Cindy Sears

V

Time Change: Turn your clocks

back ONE HOUR before bedtime on
Saturday, November 4th. Daylight
Savings Time ends on November 5th.

(Continued from page 2)

founded on lies and deceit. That is why in John 8:32, Jesus tells us that “the truth
shall make [us] free.” Truth is the way of deliverance from the power of Satan.

Yet, Satan’s deception does not absolve men of their moral obligations, because a man is deceived only when
he ceases to love the truth and first comes to love and then to believe a lie. (See Romans 1:28-32) “The whole power
of sin, at least in its beginnings, consists in the sway of the fundamental falsehood that any good is really attainable by
wrongdoing.” (Louis M. Sweet) Temptation to evil always begins with a desire for something good—but outside the
boundaries set by God to protect man from himself. A man steals instead of earning the money to buy. A woman
commits adultery instead of working on making her marriage viable. A person indulges in sex before he’s capable of
handling the consequences—such as a child from the union. A person attempts to achieve happiness through drugs or
alcohol, instead of friendships, family relationships, or worship of God. Government oppresses and kills people in an
attempt to create a utopia, instead of leading people to be better people, therefore leading to better lives for all.
So, although the devil is actively trying to persuade people to do evil, no person can say, “The devil made me
do it.” You decide; you make the choice. And the whole world pays the price—over and over again. Don’t ignore Satan,
and do not let him deceive you. Steep yourself in the truth found in God’s word, and displayed in the life of Jesus. And
remember that Satan loses; so you do not want to be on his side. (See Revelation 20:7-15)
“So Jesus said to those who believed in him, “If you obey my teaching, you are really my disciples; you will
know the truth and the truth will set you free.” —John 8:31-32 GNT
(Sources: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Louis Matthew Sweet article; The Holy Bible; Wikipedia, Human sacrifice article)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
November Fundraisers

No v e m b e r C e l e b r at i o n s

The United Methodist Women
will open their annual Country Store
and sale food, crafts, and gently
used items at bargain prices.
Breakfast biscuits will be sold
in the morning, with hamburgers
and hot dogs on sale around lunch
time.
This is a good chance to find a
special gift for Christmas, or get a
good buy on a useful or decorative
item. The food and fellowship will
be good, too.
Proceeds will help fund the
Women’s ministries in the coming
year.
We thank you for your support.

Our Military





UMW Country Store
Saturday, Nov. 11
8 AM—2 PM
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1st—David Tolbert



1st—Jacob Vosdingh



6th—Linda Moretz



8th—Grace Bradford



9th—Sherry Deanda



12th—Ricky Lyda



13th—Lilly Teague



15th—Paul Burson IV



18th—Steve Kohnle



19th—Katelyn McCrary



21st—Amy Fowler



21st—Hunter Tolbert



24th—Jo Nell Harrison



24th—Kathryn Behmer



27th—Abby Haas



27th—Samantha Kohnle

Nick Austin
Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Paul Coffey
Dakota Fox
Ethan Fox
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Travis Miller
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Michael Potts
Alex Shealy
Hunter Tolbert
Josh Yount

Please pray for the men
and women who protect our
freedoms.

New Things at Ebenezer
Thank Bank Begins
Breakfast Biscuit Sales
The Rainbow Sunday School
Class will be selling ham, sausage,
egg and gravy biscuits and bologna
biscuits on Thursday, Nov. 16th.
Kitchen will be open from 6:00
-9:00 a.m. You can eat in or we will
deliver orders of 10+ to area
businesses, etc. Please call early or
pre-order large orders on
Wednesday by calling: 396-3935
(Bleaka Hollar).
Proceeds will support local
missions. Please make your checks
out to ART, which stands for Area
Resources Team.
Yum! Yum!

On Sunday, November 5, we will begin a new way for people to give to
the Benevolence Fund. On the first Sunday of each month, we will pass a
basket through the congregation. Anyone who wants to do so, can stand up
and thank the Lord for some specific good thing in their life. Whether or not
you choose to speak publicly, you can show your gratitude to the Lord for all
the good things that He provides by giving a dollar or two to this special
offering that will be used to help other people with emergency financial
needs.

Send a Card or Make a Call Ministry
On the first Sunday of each month, we will provide pieces of paper in a
basket at the altar rail that has the names and contact information for members
of our congregation who cannot or have not attended church in awhile. We are
asking our members and affiliates who are present during the communion
service, to choose a name from the basket, and then contact that person in
some manner during that month. This will help us to show our love and
concern to all our members, whether or not we see them every Sunday.

VACATION NOTICE: Please take note that Pastor Tom and Patsy Hunter

will be on vacation, November 18-25, 2017. If you need pastoral care during this time,
please contact our Lay Leader, Bleaka Hollar; or call the church office, and we will
give you the name and contact information for a pastor in the area to help you.
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Every Wed.:
6 PM Praise Band
6:00 Teens for Christ
7 PM Adult &
Children Bible studies

Every Sunday:
9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday
school

Mon

Thu

Tue

Sun

Wed

November 2017

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC
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