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November is a good month for us to stop and look back at the year,
and reflect upon the many blessings that we have enjoyed. I realize
that there are some who are still searching for jobs and struggling to
make ends meet; yet I still feel that we can find much for which to
give thanks to God.
The other day my oldest daughter, Melissa, asked if I would come over and
watch my two younger grandsons. I had a lot of places to go and a great deal of
work to do, but I told her that I would come. As I held my new grandson in my
arms while my other grandson sat close by and looked on, I began to realize that
this was the most important thing for me to be doing then. Somehow, I also found
time to handle all those other things that I almost used as excuses for why I could
not spend a few hours with my grandsons.
The same is true in our spiritual life. The difference is that, though God is always
willing and ready to spend time with us, it is we who are often too busy to stop and
spend time with God.
If we would stop and spend a little time with God every day, then I expect we
would discover that we could still find time to take care of those things that we
were planning to use as excuses for ignoring God.
Thanksgiving is a good reason for
spending time with those you love, and
Even so, Christ offers to us
for one day to put aside any distractions.
new life—a life in which all our
As Christians, we too have a day set aside
sins can be forgiven—so let’s not
to worship and offer our praises to God.
forget to give God thanks.
We worship on Sundays as a reminder to
us that Christ rose on that day; and
because of this we were once known as
the people of Easter, or Easter people. Yet, many people have robbed Thanksgiving
of its meaning. Likewise, we, the Children of God, often have robbed Sunday of its

Sunday Services

(Continued on page 4)

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)
● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)
● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

OFFICE HOURS:

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.
Alzheimer’s Support Group
at Brockford Inn

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult,
Children’s.

Monday—Friday:
8:30a—1:00p
Fri. 2:30-5:00p (if needed.)

● 7:00p. Youth—(grades 9—12)

Phone: 396-2214
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Meetings

Something to Pray About

Christmas Play Practice

“Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage
bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and
adulterers.”
—Hebrews 13:4 NRSV

Play practice continues on Sundays at
4:00 p.m. until December 9th. See Jo
Nell Harrison to volunteer, or Kim Ellis
to help with the props.

Church Council
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, November 11th at 5:00 p.m.
All members of the church are invited to
attend. Please contact Warren
Bumgarner or Cindy if you have
something that needs to be discussed,
so that it can be added to the agenda
before the meeting.

Lord’s Supper Food Ministry
The Food Ministry will meet on Monday,
November 12th at 5:00 p.m. to plan the
next meal, which will be delivered on
Monday, November 19th between 5 &
6:00 p.m. Drivers are needed to help
deliver the meals on the 19th. If you have
a name to add to the list, please contact
the Ricky/Shawn Baker or Nancy Sears.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
November 25th at 7:00 p.m. Kim Ellis
will present the program and Teresa
Simmons and Margaret Fairchild will
provide refreshments. All women of the
church are invited to attend.

UMW Cookbooks/Flavoring
Cookbooks are still available at
the reduced price of $10. Please see any
UMW member to purchase one.
Flavoring is available for $2.75 per
bottle. They are stored in the kitchen
pantry.

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info.

by Cindy Sears

Promoting
Marriage

The fragmentation of our society is appalling, and many of the problems
stem from the break-up of the basic building block of society: the family. As
the family goes, so goes the culture and society. For decades now, marriage
has been under attack. It is time for the Christian Church to promote marriage
again as a worthy goal of every Christian man and woman. After all, God
made us for relationships—with Him and with each other. And the basic
relationship is marriage and family.
Encouraging our young adults to put off marriage until they have finished
their educations and had time to “live a little” is just asking for trouble.
Education never stops and with online learning available, it no longer needs
to be a deterrent to early marriage. Studies have shown that the longer one
remains single, the more one becomes “set in one’s ways,” which makes
adjusting to marriage that much more difficult. Since young people have
strong sex drives, delay of marriage leads to all sorts of complications and sin,
including the spread of disease, the murder of unborn children, and children
without fathers or mothers or a stable and secure home life. Would it not be
better for society and us as individuals to help young married couples
succeed, than to spend inordinate amounts of our tax dollars cleaning up the
mess caused by “free” sex?
The secular culture’s ideas about love that young people have been
taught by television, movies, and books about that one true “soul mate” that
they will know the minute they meet the person also causes problems. The
idea portrayed is that if I just get that feeling inside, I will know this is the one.
Honey, that feeling is a sexual urge that comes naturally and has very little to
do with whether or not you and
he/she are compatible. Why do
The Church needs Christian
you think pornography is so
pervasive? Our current culture
couples who raise their children in
also promotes one of Satan’s
the church and in the faith; society
number one lies: that you need
needs these strong families to
to have sexual relations before
make communities stronger and
marriage to determine if you and
more stable...
your potential partner are sexually
compatible. Hog wash! Although
adjustments have to be made, God made you compatible; the woman is
naturally compatible with the man. The number one reason marriages break
up is over money; so, you would be better off asking for his or her credit
report than sleeping with the person you think is the one.
Besides, that sexual urge was given to you by God for one purpose—to
solidify the marriage. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and
be joined to his wife, and shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24 NKJV).
(Continued on page 10)
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Church Council — October 7th, 2012
Attendees: Linda Abernethy, Sherry
Austin, Warren Bumgarner, Kim Ellis,
Keith Bradford, Boyd & Margaret
Fairchild, Chris Haas, Jo Nell Harrison,
Bleaka Hollar, Dwight Kellley, Shane
Kelley, JoAnn Knepp, Eric & Beth
Lane, Judy McCrary, Marsha McRary,
Barbara Miller, Phyllis Minton, Bob
Sears, Cindy Sears, Kristin & Robbie &
Makayla Settlemyre, Jeff Smith, Jimmy
Stone, Lucas Teague.

Charge Conference

After the review of the budget,
motion was made to accept it as
proposed. Keith Bradford seconded
the motion to accept. Motion passed.
There was a discussion about
having the CLC floors refurbished
before Homecoming. It will be done.
We will decide about what to do
about the old fellowship hall floor at
another meeting.

Warren called meeting to order
at 5:00 p.m. 1 kings 4:29-30 was the
scripture reading. He then opened
with prayer. Minutes from
September meeting passed with one
amendment to the attendees list.

Jimmy Stone volunteered to
make sure that more people are
trained to take care of the
technological services. There as
more discussion about backups for
the various services provided by the
administrative assistant and others.

The meeting was turned over to
Jo Nell Harrison to go over the
budget. Year-to-date through
September, our income has exceeded
the budgeted amount; but we are
about $2,000 short on the building
fund contributions.

Keith Bradford and Sherry
Austin brought up the hole or lower
section on one side of the sidewalk
near the heat pumps that people have
almost stepped in. Eric Lane said he
would find someone to fix that
problem.

Eric Lane then took over the
meeting to go over the new
Committee nominations and next
year’s budget. We will be rotating
being on and off of the committees
on a more regular basis than before.
When someone rotates off, they will
sit out for at least one year. Eric
made a motion to accept the
nominations. Keith Bradford moved
so, too; Jeff Smith seconded. Motion
passed. This includes Anthony
Austin serving out the rest of Wade
Austin’s service time as Member at
Large for the Church Council.

Eric then talked about the
Charge Conference and how it
would be conducted. Part of the
celebration will be giving church
groups and individuals the chance to
talk about the ministries of the
church, and then worship and
celebration will begin. This service
will be held on October 21st.

After passing out the budget for
next year, Jo Nell went over the
proposed budget and explained
various items. Eric Lane also
explained what his actual salary is,
though it looks much larger in the
budget figures. The $50,000 that
comes in from Duke Endowment
goes directly to the principle of the
loan, not to the interest charges.

Warren made a motion to
adjourn. Jo Nell seconded. Bob
Sears closed the meeting in prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.

“It cannot be emphasized
too strongly or too often that
this great nation was founded,
not by religionists, but by
Christians; not on religions, but
on the gospel of Jesus Christ.
For this very reason peoples of
other faiths have been afforded
asylum, prosperity, and
freedom of worship here."
—Patrick Henry

Charge Conference was held on
October 21st at 6:45 p.m. Ten names
were deleted from our membership roll
because of non-attendance, and our
records and the budget and committee
members for the coming year were
committed to Order and sent to the
District Office. Bleaka Hollar, Lay
Leader, and Jimmy Stone and Cindy
Sears, Lay Speakers, were confirmed for
another year of service; Cindy Sears was
elected as the Charge Conference
Secretary.
All motions passed unanimously.

Chairs and Tables Fund
We continue to accept donations to help
buy new banquet tables and chairs for the
Christian Life Center. You may designate
your gifts to the “Chairs & Tables Fund”
in the “Other” field on the offering
envelopes. We have received $2,017 as
of October 21st. Our goal is $12,000.
Thank you for your support.

Habitat House 2012 —
IMPACT
The Methodists churches of Caldwell
County are working together to build
another Habitat for Humanity house this
fall. Our church’s goal for part of the
material costs is $5,000. Please record
the amount in the “Other” field and mark
for “Habitat House” on the envelopes.
Current total given is: $3,566.88.
Work on the house will continue each
week on Tuesdays & Thursdays (8-12
p.m.) and Saturdays (8-3 p.m.) To
volunteer, please contact Becky Yount at
221-0984 (evening) or 326-2888
(daytime—leave message).
Blessing/Dedication of the House will be
on

Saturday November 17th
at the home site. We will share a covereddish meal around 3 or 4:00 p.m. We
invite you to join us for the happy event
on Forest Place in Lenoir. Directions and
more details will be in the bulletin later.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Contributed by Delores Campbell

Two Nice Men
When I think of Tom Harrison
and Wade Austin, all I can say is
that they were the two nicest men I
have ever met. I went to school with
Wade until he decided to go to the
army and finish his schooling there.
Tom and Jo Nell came to Ebenezer
one night and sang in the New Year
for us. Tom had a beautiful voice,
but he didn’t always want to sing.
The last song I heard him and Jo
Nell sing together was “I Can’t Even
Walk without You Holding My
Hand.” They had the congregation
join in the song; I just sat there and
listened.
I told Billy Wayne that the
angels were helping sing that song,
because I had never heard Ebenezer
sing as beautifully as they did that
day. Old killjoy, Billy, said he heard
a preacher on the radio say that
angels didn’t sing—all they did was
deliver messages to people. The
preacher went on to say he had
searched the Bible over several
times and could not find where they
ever sang. All my life, I had heard
that angels sang. So, I asked Tom
about it and he said that in
Revelations, he could show us where
angels did sing. Tom didn’t live to
show us, but I read Chapter 5, verse
11 and got my answer. Also Chapter
2 of Luke told about them singing at
Christ’s birth in verse 13. Yes,
angels sing if God wants them to
and I know they were helping us
sing. They were singing for Blanche
Kohnle, who has requested this song
for her funeral. Rex Teague also
showed Billy Wayne in Isaiah where
Tom had shown him in Chapter 5,
verse 1.
The good men perish; the godly
die before their time; and no one
seems to care or wonder why. No
one seems to realize that God is

taking them away from evil days
ahead. For the godly who die shall

rest in peace. Tom and Wade and all
the other young men and women of
Ebenezer Methodist Church will be
greatly missed. I am so glad that I
got to know such a wonderful bunch
of people. They truly made
Ebenezer a stone of help. We still
have a living bunch of Christian
people, who are doing a great job to
keep Ebenezer as a stone of help. I
am so proud of them and Eric Lane
and his family. Preacher Eric has
done so much to help our church get
on its feet. Thank God for Ebenezer
and its people.

Senior Citizen’s Wellness
Check & Breakfast
South Caldwell High School is
holding a Senior Citizen’s Wellness
Check with Breakfast on

Monday
November 12th
8:00 AM
Come in for a hot breakfast and have
your blood pressure, etc. checked. Go to
the back of the high school to the
Commons Area to take part in this
FREE food and check up.
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Pastor’s Corner, con’t
true meaning. I hope that as you go
through this month and into
Thanksgiving that you will be sure
and take time to STOP, and give
thanks to God for the many blessings
that we have.
Thanksgiving is a day when we
remember our forefathers and
mothers who gathered together to
give thanks for surviving a harsh
winter and making it to spring. The
weather turned warmer and the seeds
that they planted began to sprout. As
new life appeared—life that would
sustain their lives—they could not
help but celebrate.
Even so, Christ offers to us new
life—a life in which all our sins can
be forgiven—so let’s not forget to
give God thanks.
God Bless—and have a blessed
Thanksgiving!
—Eric Lane

Special Request
We plan a special display and slide
show for Veteran’s Day this year. We
are requesting that veterans of all ages
or their families provide pictures and
war memorabilia for the display. All
items will be returned safely. Please
drop the items off by November 4th
or e-mail a jpg (picture) with
information on who is in the picture and
what branch of the services the person
served in and when.
Thank you for your help in honoring
our armed forces service people.

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“For he was a good man, full of
the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a
great many people were added to
the Lord.”
—Acts 11:24 NKJV

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

5

November Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - NOVEMBER





1st—David Tobert, Jacob Vosdingh



4th—Jeanette Teague, Steve Vosdingh



8th—Grace Bradford



12th—Jessica Bowman, Scott Sims



15th—Paul Burson IV



16th—Bob Sears



18th—Jessica Haas, Steve Kohnle



21st—Amy Fowler, Hunter Tolbert



24th—Kathryn Behmer



27th—Abby Haas, Samantha Kohnle



28th—Sue McDonald



30th—Mark Bumgarner

4th Payton Lyda
11th Makayla Settlemyre
18th Austin Teague
25th Kevin Miller

Nursery Schedule - NOVEMBER
4th

8:30 Keith & Susan Keener
11:00 JoAnn Knepp

11th

8:30 Missy Mullinax & Casey Mullinax
11:00 Beth Lane

18st

8:30 Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary
11:00 Wayne Ellis

Happy Anniversary!

25th

8:30 Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount
11:00 Natasha Haas



12th—Scott & Terri Miller



17th—Leonard & Jeanette Teague

8:30
11:00

Spaghetti Dinner/Bake Sale Benefit for

Tim Miller
Saturday, November 17th
4:00—8:00 PM
At Grace Chapel Fire Department
$10 Adults

Our Military
Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Jason Nichol
James Starbuck

$6 Child

Meal includes spaghetti, salad, roll, and
banana pudding. Tickets may be purchased at
Farm Bureau Insurance Office in Hudson.
Call for more details : 726-0682.
Donations of baked goods to sale will be
greatly appreciated. All proceeds will go to
Tim Miller and his family.

Acolyte Leader Needed
We are looking for someone to take over the
Acolyte program. Responsibilities include recruiting
and training the acolytes, plus preparing a monthly
schedule. The Leader would also present the Acolyte
Recognition Sunday program, where the acolytes are
recognized for their years of service.

If you are interested, please contact
Beth Lane at 396-2215.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

November Fundraisers

Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in October:

In Memory of Wade Austin
Anthony & Sherry Austin
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
J. B. & Patty Coffey
Ebenezer’s UMW
Heavenly Sonlighters Class
Gail D. Hill
Larry & Alice Hill
Hollar Tractor Parts Company
Blanche Kohnle
Michael Kohnle
Freida Matthews
McCreary Modern Inc.
Dr. Russell & Anthea Tate
Leonard & Jeanette Teague
Women’s Bible Class
In Memory of Tom Harrison by:
David & Linda Baird
Ralph & Lucinda Baldwin
Ebenezer’s Adult Choir Members
Becky Clark
Hoke & Cleo Clark
Rickie & Tamara Coffey
Larry & Alice Hill
Wayne & Wanda Johnson
JoAnn Knepp
Blanche Kohnle
Ricky & Teresa Korn
Freida Matthews
McCreary Modern Workers
Jerry & Kay McIntosh
Dr. Robert & Harriet Meinecke
Nga & Ryan Pace
Betty Sue Teague
Barry & Kathy Whisnant
Whisnant & Company, Inc.
Women’s Bible Class
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UMW Bazaar

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!

Ebenezer’s United Methodist
Women will have their annual
bazaar on Saturday, November 3rd
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We
hope you can stop by for some good
food, baked goods, and lots of craft
items. This is a good way to start
your Christmas shopping!

We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones
AND gravy biscuits on Thursday,
November 29th. We start at 6:00
a.m. and stop when they are all gone.
It doesn’t take long! So call early or
pre-order on Wednesday by
calling:

The
Ladies are
requesting
donations of
craft goods
and baked goods to sale at the
bazaar. All proceeds go to help pay
for the UMW’s missions throughout
the coming year.

396-7924
313-9996
396-2214 (church office; Mon.-Fri.
8:30-1:00 pm)
We deliver orders of 10 or more.
Proceeds support our
yearly mission trip to
and work in Costa Rica.
Yum! Yum!

Cakes — Special Offer
Do you need a cake for
Thanksgiving or just for yourself?
Barbara Frye is taking orders for cakes,
such as pound cakes, coconut,
chocolate, etc. (no special decoration
available). If you want an apple cake,
please order at least 1 week before you
need it. Call 396-7924 to order.
Proceeds go to pay for school uniforms
& supplies for children in Costa Rica.

Special Giving, con’t
In Memory of Wayne, Lillian, &
Kenneth Reid by:
Gary & Ann Reid
In Honor of the Spencer Reunion
by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
In Honor of Pastor Lane by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
In Honor of Jimmy Stone by:
Scott & Terri Miller

Biscuit Sale Price List

$2.00_____Ham or Sausage
$2.50_____Ham or Sausage with egg
$2.00_____Egg
$1.50_____Jelly
$2.00_____Gravy
$2.50_____Gravy with Sausage
$2.00_____Fried Apple Pie

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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EBENEZER UMC BUDGET FOR 2013
PASTORAL STAFF TOTAL

96,702

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION TOTAL

4,600

Pastor's Salary

62,670

Vacation Bible School

4,000

Pastor's Stipend Bonus

2,342

Christmas Program

600

Pastor's Travel Expense

6,000

MUSIC TOTAL

655

Pastor's Cont. Education

600

Choir

150

Pastor's Health Insurance

13,236

Music Supplies

165

Pastor's Pension

11,404

Copyright Licensing

340

Pastor's Christmas Gift

450

EVANGELISM/OUTREACH TOT.

8,550
1,100

SUPPORT STAFF TOTAL

22,711

Community Outreach

Admin. Assistant's Salary

17,511

Speaker Expense

100
200

Musician's Salary

5,200

Revival Speaker(s)

EMPLOYER EXPENSES TOTAL

2,950

Special Events

Payroll Taxes

1,750

Senior Adult Ministry

Workers Comp. Insurance

1,200

Youth Ministry

ADMINSTRATIVE EXP. TOTAL

9,160

Children's Ministry

350

Office Sup., Postage, CP HDW

3,225

Jr. UMYF

300

Phones, Internet, Website

5,935

MINISTRY EXPENSE TOTAL

9,750

2,500
500
3,500

BUILDING & GROUNDS TOTAL

87,690

Kitchen Supplies

3,750

Mortage Payments

46,080

Books & Literature

6,000

OTHER EXPENSES TOTAL

1,600

UTILITIES
Electricity/Gas
Water/Sewer
Insurance

17,000
850
6,800

Conference Lay Delegate

400

Conference Clergy Delegate

700

Misc. Expenses

500

TOTAL LOCAL BUDGET

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

244,968

Janitorial Supplies

1,200

LOCAL MISSIONS TOTAL

Cleaning Service

6,000

CC Pregnancy Care Center

Repairs/Maintenance

5,300

CC Hospice

1,000

CC Bible Teacher

1,000

SCCM

1,400

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Lawn Service
VAN RENTAL TOTAL

4,460
600

Caldwell Prison Ministries
TOTAL WNC APPORTIONMENTS

TOTAL LOCAL MISSIONS
TOTAL LOCAL BUDGET
TOTAL WNC APPORTIONMENTS
GRAND TOTAL BUDGET

3,800
244,968
18,272
267,040

3,800
200

200
18,272

Please note that the mortgage on the CLC is now
included in the General Budget amount, but you may
still designate money to the building fund.
AVERAGE NEEDED PER WEEK

5,135

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Church Council and Committee Members for 2013
2013 Church Officials (Voting Members) NOTE: New members are in BOLD.
Pastor

Eric Lane

Church Lay Leader

Bleaka Hollar

Chair of Finance Committee/Financial Secretary

JoNell Harrison

Chair of Church Council

Warren Bumgarner (currently)

Church Treasurer

JoAnn Knepp

Chair of Nurture Ministries (Education, Worship & Stewardship)

Kim Ellis

Chair of Outreach Ministries (Missions, Volunteer Ministries)

Becky Yount

Chair of Witness (Evangelism & Church Growth)

Bleaka Hollar

Superintendent of Church School

Marsha McRary

Membership Secretary

Kim Ellis

President of United Methodist Women

Kim Ellis

President of United Methodist Men

David Crouse

Youth Representative to Church Council

Shane Kelley

Delegate to Annual Conference

Jeff Smith

Alternate to Annual Conference

David Abernethy

Representative to SCCM
Vision Builders Society

Judy McCrary, Becky Yount,
Marlene Coffey
Barbara Miller

Coordinator of Communications

Cindy Sears

UMYF Coordinator

Josh & Jessica Bowman

Jr. UMYF Coordinator

Linda Abernethy/Jimmy Stone

Church Historians

Warren Bumgarner

Communion Steward

Sherry Austin

Chair of Parsonage Committee

Ann Smith

Chair of Trustees

Lucas Teague

Chair Pastor Parish

TBA

Members at Large to Church Council
2013

2014

2015

Blanche Kohnle

Dwight Kelley

Barbara Frye

Chris Haas

Anthony Austin

Darren McCrary

Missy Mullinax

Barbara Ferguson

Keith Keener

Boyd Fairchild

Shawn Baker
Kristen Settlemyre

Honorary Board Members (Non-voting): Edna Burns, Rachel Poe, Sue McDonald

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church Committees
Trustees
2013

2014

2015

Steve Miller

Boyd Johnson

Warren Bumgarner

Lucas Teague (Chair)

Kay Gilbert

Scott Miller

Tammy Adams

Keith Bradford

JoAnn Knepp

Cemetery Committee: All Trustees, plus Gerald Frye
Nominations and Personnel
2013

2014

2015

Samantha Kohnle

Warren Bumgarner

Emily Johnson

Terri Miller

David Abernethy

Josh Bowman

Staff-Pastor-Parish Committee
2013

2014

2015

Barbara Miller

Robert Mullinax

Wayne Ellis

Jimmy Stone

Tasha Haas

Gerald Frye

Cinda McRary

Ricky Baker

Bob Sears

Senior Citizens’ Holiday
The Pairs and Spares Sunday
School Class will honor our Senior
Citizens for their dedication to God,
family, church, and country on

Sunday, November 18th
at 12:00 p.m.
The Class will be cooking up a
delicious holiday meal with turkey,
ham, and all the fixings. Dessert will
also be provided.
All our Senior Adults are invited
to attend. We appreciate your past
service to Ebenezer UMC and our
families and communities, and this
is our way of saying, “We love
you!” and
“Thank you!”

Audit Committee
2013

2014

2015

Sharon Bowman

Grace Bradford

Ricky Baker

Audit Committee also includes: Jo Ann Knepp, Jo Nell Harrison,
Cindy Sears, Eric Lane

Parsonage Committee
2013

2014

2015

Ann Smith (Chair)

Danielle Miller

Jason Haas

Barbara Ferguson

Judy Smith

Shawn Baker

Wes Triplette

Finance Committee
Chair/Financial Secretary

Jo Nell Harrison

Pastor

Eric Lane

Church Treasurer

JoAnn Knepp

Lay Leader

Bleaka Hollar

Chair of Church Council

Warren Bumgarner (current)

Chair of Trustees

Lucas Teague (current)

Chair of Pastor Parish

TBA

Member at Large

Sonya Crouse

Christmas Tree Sales
Our United Methodist Men’s
group is selling 6 foot Christmas
Trees at $25 each for the holiday.
Payment must accompany the order.
Proceeds will be used for the men’s
ministries. See order and delivery
dates below.
Order forms are in the narthex
and the hallway. You may pick out
your own tree by going to Alleghany
County, but trees will be delivered
to Ebenezer on Saturday,
November 24th or Saturday,
December 8th.
First delivery date order and
money needed by November 18th.
Second delivery date order and
money needed by December 2nd.
Call Tasha Haas at 828-781-4530
or Donna Whitson at 828-381-5901 for
assistance. Directions to the Christmas
Tree farm will be in an upcoming
bulletin.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Christmas Shoe Boxes
Ebenezer’s goal for total shoe boxes filled for Samaritan’s Purse to
distribute this holiday season is:

100 Boxes of Love.
Boxes and suggested lists of
items to include, along with
labels are available at the church.
Please place the $7 shipping
donation on top of the items in
the boxes (or attach to outside if
you wrap the box).
Deliver your box to Ebenezer
by Friday, November 30th or
Saturday, December 1st AM
(In the morning).
May God bless you for your
generosity!
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Coat Collection for
the Homeless
The All Thinks Made New
Sunday school class is collecting
coats and blankets to distribute to
the homeless this winter.
Please place
the donations in
the box in the
old fellowship
hall. Most items
should be for
adults and
gently used or in fairly good
shape.
For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me…
Matthew 25:35, 36a

Something to Pray About, con’t from p. 2
Because the sexual relationship is both a physical and spiritual bonding (see 1 Corinthians: 15-16), it can easily cause
you to bond with someone who will cause you all sorts of problems. If you leave sex out of the dating process, you will
be more level-headed and better able to assess the other person’s personality and character; and you won’t be averse
to asking for a credit report. As Christians, we have one other most important thing to determine about a potential
partner: do they believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. Being unequally yoked is no joking matter. A Christian man
will love his wife as Christ loves the Church; a Christian woman will be subject to her husband as to Christ. (see
Ephesians, Chapter 5.) This is not a subtle form of servitude. It makes sense that in a relationship of two people,
someone should have the authority to be the tiebreaker. This makes it even more imperative that a woman choose
her mate carefully and prayerfully. And the husband should enter the relationship knowing that he is totally
responsible for the physical well-being and spiritual growth of his mate. Also, there is no law against a wife expressing
her opinion or arguing for her way. Besides, anyone who has lived awhile in the South’s mostly matriarchal society,
understands that the woman has considerable power to get what she wants. So, I am not advocating that we return
to housebound wives and mothers. A modern marriage can be stronger and have more equality to it and still remain
biblical. (see Proverbs, Chapter 31.)
Strong families lead to strong communities. Stable families lead to stable communities. If we want our society to
be strong and stable, we need to help our children see the advantages of marriage—both for women and men—and
teach them how to decide whom to marry. The marriage relationship is too important to leave to chance. So, it would
be wise of us as the Church to constantly bombard our young people with the biblical principles of marriage, so that
both the man and woman know what their role ought to be in the relationship. Lessons on child rearing would also
help. The Church needs Christian couples who raise their children in the church and in the faith; society needs these
strong families to make communities stronger and more stable, and to support our churches, businesses, and
institutions; for as the family goes, so goes the Church and society.
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12
13
Food Ministry—5 PM, Prayer Group—9 AM
see p. 2

19 Senior Citizens
20
Breakfast /Wellness
Prayer Group—9 AM
Check at SCHS, p. 4
Food Ministry—5 PM,
see p. 2

26

4
Christmas Play
Rehearsals continue
on Sundays at 4 PM
until December 9th

11
Church Council—
5:00 p.m., see p. 2

18 Senior Citizens
Holiday Meal, see p. 9
Christmas Tree Order
& Payment Deadline I
see p. 9

25
UMW—7:00 PM, see
p. 2
December newsletter
items due today!

27
Prayer Group—9 AM

6
Prayer Group—9 AM

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship

Tue

Mon

15

8

1

Thu

16

9

2

Fri

28

21

29
Ham Biscuits—6 AM
‘til gone!, see p. 6

30
Christmas Shoe
Boxes due in, p. 10

22
23
Thanksgiving Day
Church Office Closed

Community Thanksgiving Service will be at Grace
Chapel on Sunday, November 18th at 7:00 p.m. More
details will be provided later on the website and in the
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7
Counter’s Meeting
and Training—7 PM

Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Adult,
Children’s, Youth
Bible studies

Wed

November 2012

Sun

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC

24
Christmas Tree
Delivery Date I,
see p. 9

17 Habitat House
Dedication—3 or 4
PM (in Lenoir)
Covered-dish meal,
see p. 4

10

3
UMW Fall Bazaar—
8 AM—2 PM, see p. 6

Sat

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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