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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” Matthew 28:19
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Sunday Services

Dear Ones,
In Luke 18:15-17 there is a story about little children simply being
little children. Imagine if you will, children running around with
excitement, causing a disturbance by their laughter. In the gospel story, the people
are bringing their children to Jesus simply so that they might be touched by him.
The disciples find this disturbing; it is recorded that they sternly attempt to send
the children away. Jesus responds in verse 17; “Truly I tell you, whoever does not
receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”
Last Saturday I attended my grandson’s football game. As I was leaving, my
daughter, Melissa, asked if I wanted to take our youngest grandson with me. We
carefully secured him in my car and I drove off. As I drove, I thought about what a
privilege it was to have my grandson with me. But I also thought of how much
innocent trust there was in me, that I would make sure that he was taken care of.
It was a great responsibility for me to assure that he arrived safely.
My grandson, Easton, is still very young, and the decisions of his life are made by
others. Yet, those decisions are made so that he will be safe. They are made with
his
best interest in mind.
Jesus says; “Come all you that are
weary and are carrying heavy
No wonder the Scripture reminds us to receive
burdens and I will give you rest.”
the kingdom of God as a little child. We are
Matthew 11:28.
the ones that often make our lives difficult by
A child’s trust is truly humbling.
our choices. God wants to take care of us—if
They look to us for help, for
only we will let Him.
guidance, to make the right
choices in their lives. We say that
their lives are simple, because we are the ones that make the decisions for them.
We take on the burden to care, protect, and provide; therefore, a child can run
and play and enjoy God’s abundant beauty.
(Continued on page 4)

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)
● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)
● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

THURSDAY ACTIVITIES

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.
Alzheimer’s Support Group at
Brockford Inn

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult,
Children’s.

● 7:00p Every First Thursday,
Prayer Breakfast

● 7:00p. Synago—(grades 9—12) Office Hours: Tues.-Fri.

8:30 AM—1:00 PM. 396-2214.
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Meetings

Something to Pray About

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Therefore my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your “In Margaritaville”
labor is not in vain in the Lord. —1 Corinthians 15:58 NKJV

The Men’s Prayer Breakfast will be
served on November 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited. The men cook
and clean up. Bring your prayer
concerns to be prayed over. (You do
not have to pray out loud.)

Church Council
Ebenezer’s Church Council will meet
on Sunday, November 13th at 4:30
p.m. All members of the church are
invited to attend. Committee chairmen
are encouraged to make reports about
their meetings to the council.

United Methodist Women
The UMW meets at 7:00 p.m. on
Sunday, November 27th. Kim Ellis
is in charge of the program. Teresa
Simmons and Margaret Fairchild will
supply refreshments.

Christmas Play Rehearsals
The Christmas pageant rehearsals will
continue on Sunday afternoons from
4—6:00 p.m. for the next 4-5 weeks.
The Christmas Play performance is
set for Sunday, December 11th at 6:00
p.m. Put it on your calendar now and
come out to support our wonderful
youth on that night, as we celebrate
our Lord’s birth.

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info.

Thank you
The Children’s Home sent a letter of
thanks for the $87 our church members
donated to their ministry. Children are
our leaders of tomorrow, and every one
of them deserves a chance. You have
helped provide these children with
stability, encouragement and nurture.

by Cindy Sears

“Nibblin’ on sponge cake, watchin’ the sun bake; all of those tourists covered with
oil. Strummin’ my six string on my front porch swing. Smell those shrimp. They’re
beginnin’ to boil.
Wasted away again in Margaritaville, searchin’ for my lost shaker of salt…
(Jimmy Buffett, Margaritaville)
I think we all have moments when we wish that we could get away from it all—
just lie back on a warm beach or sit and snooze under a shade tree next to a gurgling
stream—and let the world go by.
We hear people talking about “when I retire” or “I can’t wait until I can kiss this
job good-bye” or “when my ship comes in” I’ll do nothing but have fun all day long
and every day. People who have made enough money to retire at 40 are admired and
envied. Such people talk about playing golf all day, reading 40 books a week, going to
the beach all summer long, and traveling the world to see the sights. The question is:
what good are they doing themselves or the world? How much golf can you play
before it becomes routine? How many books can you read before your eyes begin to
cross and your mind wanders so much you can’t remember a thing you have read?
And if early retirement is so great, why do so many of the rich continue to work
anyway?
If you read the Bible, you will notice that the word “retirement” is not there. All
the great heroes of the Bible worked until the day they died. Even while in prison, the
Apostle Paul, a man past today’s retirement age, talked about going on another
mission trip once he was released. Moses led the Israelites until the day he died.
Apostle John wrote The Revelation in his 90’s (and after having suffered in an
Emperor’s failed attempt to boil him in oil).
For a people who are suppose to be looking forward to an eternity on a new
earth with no pain or sorrow while in constant joyous communion with the Lord,
you’d think “retirement” wouldn’t even be in a Christian’s vocabulary. Why retire
here when we are promised a so much better place in God’s eternal Kingdom of
Glory?
The Bible says, “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So
glorify God in your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Those are the words chosen to
begin the Preface to the book, Don’t Waste Your Life by John Piper. God owns you
and this is the meaning of your life—to glorify God (p. 9). And your only true and
lasting joy comes from obeying Him by living a God-exalting life. But this joy will cost
you your life. “Jesus said, ‘Whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will
save it.’ (Mark 8:35) In other words, it is better to lose your life than to waste it.”
“If you live gladly to made others glad in God, your life will be hard, your risks will
be high, and your joy will be full…Some of you will die in service of Christ. That will
not be a tragedy. Treasuring life above Christ is a tragedy.” (p. 9)
“His work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will
be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he
has built survives, he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he
himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.” (1 Corinthians
3:13-15)
As Francis Chan says in Crazy Love, “Friends, we need to stop living selfish lives,
forgetful of our God. Our lives here are short, sometimes unexpectedly so…” (p. 5051) What will you have to lay at the Master’s feet when you go to meet Him? I pray
every day that the Lord will use me up here. For this will all pass away, but the Lord’s
love is everlasting.


Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — October 16th, 2011
Attended by: Ricky Baker, Warren
Bumgarner, J. B. Coffey, Kim & Wayne
Ellis, Boyd & Margaret Fairchild, James
Farr, Barbara Frye, Gerald Frye, Tom
Harrison, Bleaka Hollar, JoAnn Knepp, Eric
Lane, Phyllis Minton, Bob Sears, Cindy
Sears, Kenny Silver, Jeff & Ann Smith,
Jimmy Stone (for Heather).

Gerald Frye called the meeting to order
and asked Bleaka Hollar to open with
prayer. We read over the minutes from
the last meeting. Gerald asked for any
corrections to be made. Minutes were
passed as written.
Gerald explained that the meeting was
called to discuss re-roofing the
Sanctuary because of leaks that occur
during heavy or extended rains.
Eric Lane then went over the financial
statement from Jo Nell Harrison. Eric
mentioned that we had put money in a
savings account and set aside savings
for the parsonage, too. Eric explained
that the figures in the statement were
from the end of September. He then
went over the building fund, showing
that the First Citizen’s Bank money
market was now down to $14,000. We
will soon begin using the building loan
from People’s bank. Eric said that our
funding is at a positive level at this
point, and if giving continues as is, we
will be over by $8,000 on next year’s
budget. We should be able to make the
mortgage payments if giving continues
to be good.
He then explained that this meeting was
called because the Trustees have a
budget limit of $5,000. To spend over
that amount, the Council will need to
approve extra spending. The builder
who provided the shingles for the
Christian Life Center will give us a
discount for the shingles if we order
within the next two weeks. The
proposal is to remove the current

shingles after removing the steeple and
put all new shingles on and under the
steeple to help stop the leaks. The total
cost is estimated to be below or at
$8,000. Gerald opened the floor for
discussion. Eric said the new shingles
are rated for 50 years. If everything is
okay with the current steeple, we will
put it back up. The current one may
need painting or other repairs. We are
hoping that it will not have to be
replaced. The $8,000 includes the crane
to take down the
steeple and put it
back up. Bob
Sears made a
motion to accept
the bid and reroof the
sanctuary; Bleaka
Hollar seconded.
J. B. wondered if we could get it done
cheaper by someone else. The only
other figure Eric had was $14,000, but
that was not an official quote. Gerald
called for a vote. The motion passed
unanimously.
The suggestion is to take the $8,000 out
of our savings account that now has
$10,000. Bob Sears made a motion to
do so; Wayne Ellis seconded, and Phyllis
Minton seconded after a call by Gerald
for the second. Motion passed.
Kim Ellis gave a report on the church
office refurbishing, and the hallway
paint job. The rails are being stripped
and re-stained, too—one at a time.
Gerald asked for further urgent
business. No one said anything.
Eric Lane then took the floor to say
thanks to Ricky Baker for all the years
he has been running the youth
programs. The Council gave him a
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rousing hand. Whitney Sims is taking
over the youth programming now.
Gerald Frye dismissed the meeting with
prayer after thanking the board
members for their service over the
years.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble
in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light.”

—Matthew 11:28-30 NIV

Food Pantry Items Needed
We are collecting the following items
for the Food Pantry this month: canned
meats, instant jellies and puddings.
Place the supplies in the box in the
hallway. Thank you for your generosity.

SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT
Editor/publisher, Cindy, will be taking
her promised one week of paid
vacation during the Christmas holiday
this year.
Thanksgiving is coming up, too. So the
following deadlines will be in effect in
November and December, and there
will be one newsletter for Dec/Jan.

Nov. 23rd, 9 AM—bulletin
information for Nov. 27th due.
Nov. 28th, 9 AM—December &
January items for the newsletter
need to be in. Sorry, no prayer
group meeting Nov. 29th.
Dec. 22nd, 9 AM —bulletin items
for Sunday, Dec. 25th due.
Church Office will be closed:
Nov. 24 & 25 for Thanksgiving
Dec. 22-28 for Christmas
Thank you for your cooperation.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Contributed by Delores Campbell

Rat Tails
Billy Wayne and Penny
went to a meeting at Tom and Jo Nell
Harrison’s house one evening, and
Penny came back home telling me a
story I couldn’t hardly believe.
She said Tom told them that,
when he was a boy, there were so
many rats in Granite Falls, that if
anyone caught them and cut off their
tails, they could get a free ticket at
the theater to see a movie for so
many tails. All you had to do was
bring the tails to the theater to get
your ticket. Tom said that Boyd
Fairchild would catch a rat and cut
its tail into two pieces, and that is
how he got the nickname, Mousie. Jo
Nell said you could take the rat tails
to school and get a free lunch, too;
but she never would take any tails to
school. If this story isn’t true, they
told it well and Penny got a big laugh
telling it to me.
That was about as bad as the old
mama cat a Kirby family had that
adopted a litter of baby rats. They
killed the cat, saying anything that
crazy didn’t deserve to live.
My dad set a rat trap one day and
it wasn’t long before it caught
something. He was sitting on the
couch and the trap was behind the
couch. He reached back and got the
trap. Instead of a rat, he had caught a
black snake. That was when we were
still living in the log cabin.
I came home one night after
working in the Dudley cotton mill
and went to bed not knowing that in
the night a mouse got into my bed.
Somehow, I lay down on it and
smothered it to death. I found it the
next morning when I got up.
How many of you missed seeing
the story on T. V. about the mama
cat that adopted a baby squirrel? The
kittens didn’t seem to mind that the

squirrel was different. It sure is a
strange world isn’t it? Why does a
house dog, after getting a bath, go
outside and wallow in something
rotten? Penny wonders if they think
we stink. She said her four dogs
smelled worse than a skunk after
they had wallowed in rotten chicken
that had been left uneaten by some
predator.
I thought of Mildred Tolbert
and her two black dachshund dogs
she use to have. Mildred would
wash and powder them up, and they
would get under the bed and try to
rub the scent of the soap and powder
off. The first chance they got to go
outside, they came back smelling
like they had never had a bath.
Penny said her dachshund had her
whole house smelling so like a
rotten chicken that she was about to
gag. Since dogs don’t like the soap
and perfume that people put on
them, maybe they do think we smell
bad. Ha! Ha!

Words of Praise—My Momma
By Darren McCrary
The faith of my Momma, displayed
throughout my life, has built for me a

foundation, a great hope to help me
battle strife. I have watched her pray,
and heard her sing praises to the Lord.
I've seen her cry, felt her mourn; yet
she found strength in His word. She
has always sought the Father and His
will to guide her way. She has the
kindest heart, the sweetest voice—
with all the right words to say. I envy
her strong faith, even as wisdom
comes to me through the years. My
faith seems so fragile; a house of
cards shaken by many tears. BUT, no
matter how small, I HAVE IT; this

faith I call my own! It was born from
her example, through the love of
God that she's shown. She has taught
me to find a place where my hopes
and dreams can rest—faith in a love
that has conquered death! For that, I
say I'm blessed! 10/17/11 DM
Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the LORD,
she shall be praised. —Proverbs 31:30

Pastor’s Corner, con’t
(Continued from page 1)

In truth, that is how God wants
our lives to be. God wants us to
allow him to make those decisions.
God wants to keep us safe, and to
provide for us. But here are times
when, though we make the best
decision we can, bad things
happen—a child falls and hurts
himself. Then we step in to help and
comfort and care for the child.
Likewise, when life deals us
difficult blows, God is there for us.
God will comfort us, care for us, and
walk with us through our struggles.
No wonder the Scripture reminds
us to receive the kingdom of God as
a little child. We are the ones that
often make our lives difficult by our
choices. God wants to take care of
us—if only we will let Him.
We are approaching the season
when tempers grow short, stress
builds, and we become burdened
with the hustle and bustle of the
holidays. Remember, take time to
stop and give God those burdens;
then, you may discover that you
don’t need the burden that you are
holding on to. God will take care of
you!

Eric Lane

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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November Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - OCTOBER
6th Payton Lyda





1st—David Tolbert, Jacob Vosdingh



2nd—Aiden Vetter



3rd—Hanna Teague



4th—Jeanette Teague, Steven Vosdingh



8th—Grace Bradford, Donald Ray



9th—Cheyenne Richardson



12th—Jessica Bowman, Scott Sims



15th—Paul Burson IV



16th—Bob Sears



18th—Jessica Haas, Steve Kohnle



21st—Amy Fowler, Hunter Tolbert



24th—Kathryn Behmer



27th—Samantha Kohnle



28th—Sue McDonald



30th—Mark Bumgarner

13th Kevin Miller
20th P. A. Burson IV
27th Samantha Stone

Nursery Schedule - NOVEMBER
6th

8:30 Keith & Susan Keener
11:00 Nancy Sears

13th

10:30 Missy Mullinax & Casey Mullinax
Natasha Haas

20th

8:30 Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary
11:00 Angela Kirk

27th

8:30 Heather Stone & Kim Ellis
11:00 Teresa Herman

Happy Anniversary!


12th—Scott & Terri Miller



13th—Donald & Janet Ray



17th—Leonard & Jeanette Teague

Our Military

Please pray for the
men and women who
protect our freedoms.

8:30
11:00

Special Giving
Memorials

Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Michael Crouse
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jason Nichol
Christopher Satterwhite
James Starbuck

Christmas Shoe Boxes
We will be collecting boxes for the children
again this year for Samaritan’s Purse
Christmas Child drive. Boxes will be
collected November 14-21. See
www.smaritanspurse.org for packing instructions. We will
have more information available soon.

Ebenezer UMC and its members, gratefully acknowledge the
following special gifts received in October:

In Honor of John Paul Jones, Founder of the U. S.
Navy by:
Bill Campbell

In Memory of Nina Starnes by:
Leonard & Jeanette Teague
Ebenezer’s UMW

In Memory of Steve McRary by:
Cinda McRary

In Memory of Leo & Polly McRary and Jon &
Wilda Cole by:
Randy & Marsha McRary

In Memory of Ted & Sherry Hoyle by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell

In Memory of the Birthdays of Ronnie Satterwhite,
Kat Teague, and Mary Wike by
Cindy Satterwhite

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
UMW Fall Bazaar

Saturday
November 5th
8 AM—2 PM
Start your Christmas shopping
early, and enjoy some good food for
breakfast and lunch.
Our United Methodist Women
will be selling hot biscuits for
breakfast, hotdogs and hamburgers
for lunch, and baked goods and all
kinds of crafts to raise funds for their
many ministries.
Last year the women had towels
and dishcloths, beautiful Christmas
wreaths, jewelry, woven baskets,
garden ornaments, and much more.
Come by for good food and pick up
some gifts for yourself, your family,
and friends.
We thank you for your support,
and pray that God will bless you for
your generosity.

Boston Butts and Turkey Breasts
Fully cooked and ready to eat, $25
each. Place your order by Sunday,
November 20th. Pick up is at the
church on Wednesday, November
23rd from 4:30-5:30 p.m. Call Barbara
Frye at 396-7924 to order. Proceeds go
towards Costa Rica Missions.

The Art of Giving
The holiday season is a time of
giving: presents to our friends and
family, and monetary gifts or items to
strangers in need. Just as the buyer
should beware, the giver should be, also.
Keep these facts in mind when
“donating:”
Marsha J. Evans, President and
CEO of the American Red
Cross...Salary for year ending 06/30/03
was $651,957 plus expenses. (That’s
$74.42 an hour EVERY hour of
EVERY day.)
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Fundraisers in November
Bake Sale
for Costa Rica Missions
Saturday
November 19th
8:30 AM ‘til gone!
Come satisfy your sweet tooth and
help the Costa Rica Mission Team
buy school supplies and clothes for
children in Costa Rica when they go
back in January. There will be lots
of cakes, pies, and cookies to choose
from. Yum! Yum!
Want a specific kind of cake? Call
Barbara Frye to pre-order at 3967924

Brian Gallagher, President of
United Way receives a $375,000 base
salary, plus numerous expense benefits.
(That’s $42.80 an hour EVERY hour of
EVERY day.)
UNICEF CEO receives
$1,200,000 per year plus all expenses
and a Rolls Royce car where ever he
goes and only cents of your dollar goes
to the cause. (That’s $1,369.86 an hour
EVERY hour of EVERY day.)
The Salvation Army’s
Commissioner Todd Bassett receives a
salary of only $13,000 per year (plus
housing) for managing this $2 billion
dollar organization.
No further comment necessary.
The United Methodist Church
organization sends every penny of your
donations to a specific cause to that
cause, because the UMC churches,
including Ebenezer, pay all
administrative costs through their yearly
apportionments. When we collect for a
cause, we also send the full amount to
that cause. Think on these things before
you give.

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!
We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones
again on Thursday, November
17th. We start at 6:00 a.m. and stop
when they are all gone. It doesn’t
take long! So call early or preorder on Wednesday by calling:
396-7924
396-9491
396-2214 (church office; 8:30-1:00
pm)
We deliver orders of
10 or more.
Proceeds support
our yearly mission
trip to and work in
Costa Rica.

Hanging of the Greens
We invite you to join us for the hanging
of the greens on

Saturday
November 26th
At 5:00 PM
Help us prepare
the church for
the Advent
season as we
put Chrismons
on the tree and
gather together
for a program to
remind us what this season is truly
about.
Soup and sandwiches will be served
after a brief program and the decorating
of the tree. Bring a pot of
your favorite soup and a
few of your tastiest
sandwiches to share.

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists
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14

21

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Fellowship
9:50 a.m. Sunday school
11:00 a.m. Worship

6

13
Church Council—
4:30 PM, see p. 2

20
Last day to order
Boston Butts or
Turkey Breasts, see p.
6

27
28
UMW—7 PM, see p. 2 9 AM—Dec/Jan
newsletter items due

Mon

Sun

Tue

29
NO Prayer Group
Effective Prayer
Study—7 PM

22
Prayer Group—9 AM
Effective Prayer
Study—7 PM

15
Prayer Group—9 AM
Effective Prayer
Study—7 PM

8
Prayer Group—9 AM
Effective Prayer
Study—7 PM

30

23
4:30-5:30 PM—pick
up Turkey & Ham
orders

16

9

2

Wed

Church Office closed for Thanksgiving

25

18

11

4

Fri

26
Hanging of the
Greens—5 PM

19
Costa Rica Bake
Sale—8:30 AM -

12

5
UMW Annual Fall
Bazaar—8 AM—2 PM

Sat

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among
the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will
be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from
ancient times.”
Micah 5:2 NIV

24

17
Ham Biscuit Sale—6
AM ‘til gone!

10

3
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast—7 PM, see
p. 2

Thu

November 2011

1
Prayer Group—9 AM
Effective Prayer
Study—7 PM

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC
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