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Happy Mother’s Day! 

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 

● 6:00p  Praise Band Rehearsal    

● 7:00p  Bible  Study —Children & Adults. 

 
"Men, love your wives. Don't wait until they are 
about to be taken from you before you realize what 
they have contributed to your life. Love them now so you have no 
regrets at the end. I am glad my wife as she prepares to meet her Savior 
has known of my love for her and how valuable she has been to me. 
Have you told yours that? Love today is seen as a feeling. But real love is 
a commitment, a covenant. That's why most of us take marriage VOWS 
instead of make promises."   
      --Cal Thomas upon death of wife JWR 
 
As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember all the good things that 
good mothers and wives do in this world. From the discomfort of pregnancy 
and the pain involved in birth to the concern she shows for her children’s 
children, a woman of virtue is highly to be praised. 
 
“A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 
Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. She 
brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life...She speaks with wisdom 
and faithful instruction is on her tongue. She watches over the affairs of her 
household and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children arise and call 
her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her...Charm is deceptive, and 
beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. Give 
her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city 
gate.”  —Proverbs 31:10-11,26-28,30-31 NIV 
 
That is a high bar to reach for, and we are grateful to all our mothers for 
trying. Mothers can fall short of that example in God’s Word, but we still 
love them and respect them. They have given us life, loved us, and raised us 
up in the Lord.  
 
Let your mother know, and husbands, let your wife know, how much you 
appreciate all that she has done and sacrificed personally to uphold the 
family and the Christian faith. And dear mothers/wives forgive us for not 
showing our appreciation as much or as often as you deserve to receive it. 

         —Cindy Sears 

    “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”  Matthew 28:19 

www.ebenezerum-church.org 

Church’s e-mail: ebenezerumc@yahoo.com 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:   

 Mon.—Friday:  8:30—1:00 p.m. 

 Phone:  (828) 396-2214 

Faith is the defeat of 
probability by the 
power of possibility.  
— Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 
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The LORD said to Moses, “I have chosen Bezalel, the son of Uri and 
grandson of Hur, from the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with my 
power. I have given him understanding, skill, and ability for every kind of 
artistic work—for planning skillful designs and working them in gold, 
silver and bronze; for cutting jewels to be set; for carving wood, and for 
every other kind of artistic work...I have also given great ability to all the 
other skilled workers, so that they can make everything I have 
commanded to be made…” 

We recently passed out a form that we asked our members to fill out. It 
was called the Time and Talent form. If you have not filled this out and turned 
it in, please re-consider doing so. There are many things that need to be done 
at Ebenezer, and many more things that we could be doing if we had people 
available to call upon when necessary.  

Please understand that we are not going to coerce anyone into doing 
anything. We want you to want to serve, but part of being a servant of Christ 
is in helping to do the work of his kingdom in some capacity. It can be scary to 
try new things, so if you want to try something out, please do. If you decide 

that you cannot handle it or handle it well, let us know and we will find 
someone else to do that job. 

We are grateful to the many people at Ebenezer who already volunteer 
to do work in the church from teaching Sunday school to cleaning up 
after a meal or an event at the church. Your very presence is a blessing 
to us and our work here; your monetary gifts help us to keep the lights 
on and to provide ministries to our community and beyond. You can be 
an even greater blessing and be blessed more yourself when you 

willingly let yourself and your talents or skills be used in the church. So, talk to 
God about it, and let us know if you are available to help us serve the Lord 
Jesus here at Ebenezer.  

True service builds community and service helps to grow humility. 
Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the flesh like service, and nothing 
transforms the desires of the flesh like serving in hiddenness. 

There’s a difference between choosing to serve and choosing to be a 
servant. When we choose to serve, we are still in control—deciding whom to 
serve, how to serve, and when to serve. “But when we choose to be a 
servant, we give up the right to be in charge. There is great freedom in this. If 
we voluntarily choose to be taken advantage of, then we cannot be 
manipulated…we become available and vulnerable.” 

Time and Talent forms are available on the table in the hallway. 

Servant Servant Servant 

heartsheartshearts   

Something to Pray About    
There are different ways of serving, but 

the same Lord is served. There are different 
abilities to perform service, but the same God 
gives ability to all for their particular service.
  

  —1 Corinthians 12:5-6 GNT 

by Cindy Sears  Meetings  

Church Council 
Church Council will meet on Sunday, 
May 21st at 4:30 p.m.  

Food Ministry 
The Lord’s Supper people will meet to 
fix and deliver another round of good 
food to our shut-ins and others on May 
22nd at 5:00 p.m. We welcome all 
volunteers to help. Contact Ricky or 
Shawn Baker. 

United Methodist Women  
The UMW will meet on May 28 at 7:00 
p.m.  All women of the church are 
invited to participate. . 

June Newsletter Items  
Please have information and articles for 
the June newsletter in by Monday, May 
22nd. Thank you—Editor 

Church Office Closed 
The church office will be closed on 
Monday, May 29th. Happy Memorial 
Day! 

 God is not looking for extraordinary 

people; an extraordinary God is looking 

for normal people to do his work on 

earth.  
  --Ken Davis, Christian Comedian 

How do I hide God’s word in my 

heart? Memorize it! 

 Command those who are rich 

in the things of this life not to be 

proud, but to place their hope, not 

in such an uncertain thing as 

riches, but in God, who generously 

gives us everything for our 

enjoyment. 

  —1 Timothy 5: 17 GNT 
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Attendees: Ricky Baker, Jay Bissett, Patty 
Coffey, Sonya & David Crouse, Kim Ellis, 
Barbara Ferguson, Gerald Frye, Roy 
Hamby, Jo Nell Harrison, Bleaka Hollar, 
JoAnn Knepp, Jerry Kohnle, Judy McCrary, 
Cinda McRary, Scott & Terri Miller, Cindy 
Sears, Jeff Smith. 

 

Bleaka Hollar called the meeting 
to order at 4:30 p.m. She read some 
scripture on gifts of the Spirit, and 
talked about the Time and Talent 
form that we want people to fill out. 

She then called for nominations 
for Council Chairperson: Jimmy Stone 
nominated, Gerald Frye, seconded by 
Jo Nell Harrison. Gerald said that he 
would serve to the end of this term if 
people will speak up so he can hear 
them; and if Council business is 
conducted in good order, and doesn’t 
carry on too long. Motion passed and 
Gerald Frye became our new 
Chairperson. 

The minutes of the last meeting 
were accepted as written. 

Old Business 

Jimmy reported that we have a 
new computer for the Counters to 
use. He will get with the bank 
representative to re-load the bank 
software; then the Counters will be 
able to scan checks to direct deposit 
again. Trustees will meet tomorrow 
and then put up the poor box. Gerald 
encouraged us to fill out the forms 
above and turn them in. 

We have greeters, but we can 
always use more. The worship and 
nurture committees are still working 
on this. The previously mentioned 
outdoor service at Oakhill Park will be 
on August 20th, but Promotion 
Sunday remains on the 27th. 

Finance Report 

Jo Nell Harrison: we have 
$15,000 in the bank at the end of 

March. We can collect Habitat House 
funds through the end of this year, 
but we are still short of our goal of 
$5,000. Jo Nell went over each of our 
other special funds.  

She reported that contributions 
for March are down 40% from what 
we budgeted. Temporarily, we have 
stopped paying the apportionments 
to UMC. None of our expenses are 
out of line at this time or over budget. 
The CLC mortgage principle down to 
around $90,000 as of April. 

New Business 

There was some general 
discussion on whether or not to pay 
the apportionments. Then Gerald Frye 
spoke at length: Are we following our 
own desires or doing God's will? 
Christians should be attending church. 
Every Sunday belongs to Christ. He 
called for our members to remain a 
part of the body and work out our 
problems together. At this time, 
Gerald expressed his belief that, as 
related in Rev. 12:7--. The devil has 
come down into this church, and has 
been tearing it apart. Please continue 
to pray for Ebenezer, and for guidance 
about what to do to save our church 
body; so that we can continue to 
minister for Christ in this area. 

Jay brought up the National 
Teacher appreciation day and passed 
out information on it to the Council.  

He also mentioned that he is 
thinking about going to one combined 
worship service on every Sunday, 
beginning in May. It would work as 
our combined service days do now, or 
worship could begin at 9:00 a.m., then 
Sunday school would meet 
afterwards. No definite decision was 
made.  Gerald closed the meeting in 
prayer.    

         —minutes by Cindy Sears  V       

Church Council — April 23, 2017 

The first doctrine of Christianity 
is that God exists and is the Creator 
of everything else. “In the 
beginning,” opens Genesis, “God 
created the heavens and earth.” 
Throughout Scripture, whether in 
Psalms, Job, the Sermon on the 
Mount, or the first chapter of 
Romans, the inspired writers point 
to the wonder of creation as much 
more than a goosebump-inducing 
experience. It is revelation—a 
message from the Creator. 

Paul teaches that God’s 
invisible attributes are so clearly 
evident in creation that all of 
humanity is “without excuse” 
before Him. Theologians from 
Augustine to Aquinas to Calvin have 
taught that God’s general 
revelation, distinct from His special 
revelation in Scripture and in Christ, 
exists in nature in such abundance 
and clarity that it is sufficient to 
render us accountable before Him. 
In other words, we know there’s a 
Creator. Anyone who has seen His 
creation knows it!   

--John Stonestreet, Breakpoint.org 

The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the sky 
proclaims the work of His hands. 

    —Psalm 19:1 HCSB 

Just a Thought 



 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church  4 

(Note: Ebenezer UMC and some groups within the church helped finance 
Justin’s education while in prison. He wrote us this letter recently to thank us 
and to speak on some issues facing the Church in the world today.) 

Dear EUMC,  (All Scripture is taken from the NASB)  3-16-2017 

Thank you for supporting me in getting my Associate Degree & for 
praying for me, and for sending me the Ebenezer UMC newsletter. If possible, 
I would like to put the following in the April newsletter. This letter should get 
there before the 21st. If not able to be put in the newsletter, can you have it 
read to the church? 

“Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, 
does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father 
and the Son.”  --2 John 9 

On March 8th, I watched a movie here in prison called “A Matter of Faith.” 
It was about “Evolution vs Creation.” That same night I got the “Ebenezer 
UMC Newsletter and in it, Ms. Cindy Sears wrote on how the church is under 
attack [by] a belief that has been enabled by the “evolutionary theory.” And on 
March 15th, I watched an interview that Living Waters Ministries did on 
“Evolution vs God.” I feel that God is speaking and trying to show the church 
the TRUTH. 

We hear “doctrine divides,” or “we don’t need theology, just love.” But 
the Bible says in 2 Peter 3:18 “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” In “Visual Theology,” Tim Challies & Josh 
Byers said, “We have all encountered Christians who have massive knowledge 
about Jesus but who don’t seem to act much like Jesus. Yet we also know of 
some people who love to serve like Jesus served but who don’t seem to have 
much knowledge of the Jesus the Bible reveals.” We, as Christians, need to 
grow in Grace & Knowledge to become healthy Christians. Even though 
Thomas Watson was a Puritan, I have to agree on what he once wrote, 
“Knowledge of biblical doctrine is to the soul as an anchor to the ship that 
holds it steady in the midst of the rolling waves of error, or the violent winds 
of persecution.” And Peter said in 1 Peter 3:15 “…always being ready to make 
a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in 
you…” 

So here are a few things on what Evolutionists believe. Evolutionists 
believe in the “Big Bang Theory.” As Christians we believe in Creation. And 
when God was making the heavens and earth & creating light (Genesis 1:1-3), 
to me that’s BIG. Amen. We serve a big, big, awesome God! Evolutionists 
believe that we are relatives of primates (I may not be the most handsomest 
man but I don’t look like a monkey), and they believe that humans evolved 
over time. Well, the Bible says that God created man and created man in His 
image (Genesis 1:26-27). Another core belief of Evolutionists is that “life 
comes from nothing.” But as Christians we not only believe but have 
experienced that life comes from life (John 14:6). And on of the last one of the 
main beliefs is that evolution is based on science and they need observable 
evidence. But if you were to ask any person who believes in evolution to show 
you or give you an example of a change of “kind” using observable evidence, 
they can’t. But as Christians we have a change of “kind”—our nature 
(Ephesians 2:1-7). When I cried out to God in repentance and placed my faith 
in Jesus, he changed my nature—and that is observable evidence. Chip Ingram 
once said, “Genuine faith on the inside will always produce obvious change on 
the outside.” God saved me and changed me. Most of the world condemns me, 

(Continued on page 6) 

 A Special Letter from Justin Shoemake 

Ebenezer UMC and its members, 
gratefully acknowledge the following 
special gifts received in April 2017: 

In Memory of  Blanche Kohnle 
by: 

Judy McCrary 
Bill, Delores, Gary Paul Campbell 
Cindy Sears 
Women’s Bible Class 

In Memory of  J. B. Coffey by: 

The Hermans 

In Honor of Our Church 
Members by: 

Delores, Bill, Gary Paul Campbell 

In Honor of  Ebenezer’s UMM & 
UMW by: 

The Blanche Kohnle Family 

In Honor of  Jo Nell Harrison by:  

Delores, Bill, Gary Paul Campbell 

In Honor of Nancy Sears’s 80th 
Birthday by: 

Her Family 
Delores & Bill Campbell 
Patty Coffey 
Robert & Teresa Herman 

In Honor of Kim Ellis by: 

Cindy Sears 

 Permissiveness is the 

principle of treating children as 

if they were adults; and the 

tactic of making sure they 

never reach that stage.     

   — Thomas Szasz. 

Special Giving 

Love Offering Box 

 Please note that we now 
have a Love Offering Box 
attached to the wall underneath 
the light switches in the narthex. 
Money put in this box will go to 
help members of our community 
with short-term financial 
emergencies. Thank you for your 
gifts to this fund. 



 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church  5 

Acolyte Schedule - MAY 

7th   Savanna Creaseman 

14th   Emily Haas 

21st  Cole McCrary 

28th  Andrew Miller 

   

 3rd—Bea Spencer 

 3rd—Kelle Bowman 

 5th—Bill Campbell 

 5th—Brei Ledford 

 8th—Marsha McRary 

 12th—Paul Burson, III 

 12th—Heather H. Wallace 

 13th—Ricky Baker 

 13th—Meredith Knepp 

 13th—Lindsay Lane 

 14th—Carolyn Davis 

 15th—Darren McCrary 

 15th—Ann Smith 

 17th—Kevin Miller 

 21st—Tom Kohnle 

 22nd—Michael Crouse 

 24th—Lillie Johnson 

 28th—Jamie Starbuck 

Happy Anniversary! 
 2nd—Lucas & Sarah Teague 

 5th—Wes & Shannon Triplette 

 13th—Robert & Teresa Herman 

 30th—Monte & Bleaka Hollar 

  

M a y  C e l e b rat i o n s  

Nick Austin 
Kyle Blair 
Anthony Coffey 
Paul Coffey 
Dakota Fox 
Ethan Fox 
Andy Gaillard 
Ricky Garland 
Jason Gibson 
Trey Hefner 
Chris Kaisenski 

Please pray for the men and 
women who protect our freedoms. Our Military 

Shane McRary 
Travis Miller 
Joey Moore 
Jamie Mullinax 
Michael Potts 
Alex Shealy 
Hunter Tolbert 
Josh Yount 

Nursery Schedule - MAY 

7th 9:00  Monica Bissett & Nancy Sears 

   

14th 
9:00  Kim Ellis & Robert Mullinax 

    

21st 
9:00   

    

28th 
9:00   

    

 
   

   

 We want to remind everyone that we have a 
Missions Scholarship  Fund for our church 
members to use for mission trips. Individuals who 
want to go on national or international mission trips 
can receive up to $1,000 matching funds, if the 
money is available. You can also apply for training 
funds (such as Disaster Response Training) that 
will be awarded by cost per person. Mission team 
awards will be based on a team’s expenses. Please 
help us by giving to this fund when you can. See 
Cathy Huffman for more information or to apply 
for aid. 

 Memorial Day is on May 29. Please take the time to 
pray for all the men and women who serve and have 
served our country in the armed 
forces. Especially, pray for the 
families of those who lost a 
loved one who died while in 
service to this great country.  
 Thank you Veterans for 
your sacrifices. 
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May Fundraisers & Events  

 The Rainbow Sunday School 
Class will be selling ham, sausage, 
egg and gravy biscuits and bologna 
biscuits on Thursday, April 20th. 

 Kitchen will be open from 6:00 
a.m. -9:00 a.m. You can eat in or we 
will continue to deliver orders of 10+ 
to area businesses, etc. Please call 
early or pre-order large orders on 
Wednesday by calling: 396-3935 
(Bleaka Hollar). 

 Proceeds will support local 
missions. Please make your checks 
out to ART, 
which stands 
for Area 
Resources 
Team. 

Yum!  

Yum! 

Biscuits Sales Blood Drive 

Monday 

May 1st 

1:30-7 PM 

 We encourage you to 
participate in our annual blood drive 
in association with the American 
Red Cross. You can schedule an 
appointment at redcrossblood.org 
and enter the Sponsor Code: 
Ebenezer UMC or call 1-800-733-
2767.  

 Our members will be serving up 
spaghetti and salad, along with sweet 
desserts to the 
donors. 

 Please take an 
hour, give blood, and 
help save lives. 

Layman’s Revival 

Our latest Habitat House 
building project continues. We hope 
to have the home completed by 
June 11th. 

Workdays are Tuesdays & 
Thursdays, 8am-noon and 
Saturdays 8am-1:00 p.m. 

This year’s house is being built 
for Lorena Sanchez and her 
family—Ludwin, William, Luis & 
Adam, and Denis. The address is: 
93 Falls Ave. Granite Falls. 

Please contact Rev. Jay Bissett 
to volunteer and for more 
information. 

We continue to collect for our 
portion to help finance this project. 
Our goal is $5,000. As of April 23, 
we have $3,089.  

We thank you for your support. 

Habitat House Project 

May 7—10 

7:00 PM Each Night 

 We hope you will join us for 
our annual Layman’s Revival that 
features ordinary people speaking 
about their relationship with Jesus 
Christ and how that relationship has 
sustained them through tough times. 

 Special music will also be 
featured each evening. 

 

Sunday 

May 7th— 

Worship: 9 AM 

Sun. School: 10:15 AM 

Beginning on May 7th, we will 
have one combined worship service 
each Sunday. Worship will begin at 
9:00 a.m. Sunday school will follow 
worship at approximately 10:15 a.m. 

This schedule will continue until 
further notice. 

 

but God showed me mercy. I was 
once a violent man with a bad 
temper, a drug addict and gambler & 
God changed me into a humble man 
& I’m in prison for 80 to 108 
months, but I am free. Science 
cannot explain that, but my heart 
knows that it’s the love of my Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is my life now. And 
it’s my prayer that the Church will 
dig into the scriptures daily, read the 
truth and live the truth. There are 
false teachers everywhere, so we 
must know what we believe and 
why we believe it. The Church is 
under attack. Are you a soldier for 
Christ? Christ is counting on you. 

   --Justin Shoemake  

(Continued from page 4) 

Shoemake, con’t Service Change 
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