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Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane
Greetings,
About this time every year, our conference’s District
Superintendents and the Bishop begin work on the appointment
process. The process is not easy, and there are times when the work is
not complete until we gather in June for our annual conference; then the
appointments are “set.”
This week I received my letter in the mail that states that I have been appointed
again to serve Ebenezer United Methodist. Let me express to you what a privilege
and an honor it is to have the opportunity to serve God and this church.
Together, we have traveled the paths that have brought us to where we are
today. Over the years we have had to say good-bye to some of our loved ones. Each
has left a mark, not just on your life and the life of the church, but on my life and
the life of my family as well. We have cried and laughed, through difficult and good
times; yet, with the help and strength of God, we have continued to love one
another.
I look forward to the coming year, which officially begins on July 1, 2013.
With your help and prayers and God’s guidance, I pray that we will continue to be
in ministry and grow in ministry for the kingdom of God.
I cannot say it any better than how Paul stated it in Romans 12: 3-13;

Sunday Services

“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and
not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many,
are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to
us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the
(Continued on page 4)

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)
● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)
● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

OFFICE HOURS:

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.
Alzheimer’s Support Group
at Brockford Inn

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult &
Children’s.

Monday—Friday:
8:30a—1:00p
Fri. 2:30-5:00p (if needed.)
Phone: 396-2214

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings
United Methodist Men
Meeting schedule was not set at time of
publication. See website/bulletin for
announcement later. All men of the
church are invited to attend.

Church Council
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, May 19th at 4:30 p.m. All
members of the church are invited to
attend. Please contact Warren Bumgarner
or Cindy Sears if you have something that
needs to be discussed, so that it can be
added to the agenda before the meeting.

Disciple II Bible Study
A Disciple II small group study will begin
on Sunday, May 19th at 3-5:00 p.m. and
continue for 32 weeks on Sundays. If you
are interested in joining this study, please
let us know by May 12th, so that we can
order books.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
May 26th at 7:00 p.m. Barbara Miller
will present the program. Bleaka Hollar
and Patty Coffey are in charge of
refreshments. All women of the church
are invited to attend.

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info.

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“Trust in the LORD, and do good;
dwell in the land, and feed on His
faithfulness. Delight yourself also
in the LORD, and He shall give you
the desires of your heart.”
—Psalm 37:3-4 NKJV
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Something to Pray About

by Cindy Sears

“O LORD, You have searched me and known me. You know my
sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off.
You comprehend my path and my lying down, and are acquainted
with all my ways. ”
—Psalm 139:1-3 NKJV

God Is
Here

God is omnipresent. What does that mean? It is not referring to pantheism,
the belief that God is nature, that everything is God and that God is everything.
Christians believe that God is the creator of all that is, but that He is a separate
Being. We worship a Person, not a thing.
“Then He said, ‘Go out, and stand on the mountain before the
LORD.’ And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong
wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces before the
LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a
still small voice” (1 Kings 19:11-12).
God is not in your coffee maker… God is not in the bird that sits upon
your window sill in the morning peeping for you to get up… Yet, God knows
when your coffee is ready, because He is there. He knows when you open your
eyes in the morning, because He is there.
God knows your every thought—not because He is a part of your brain—
but because He is present even there.
“Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your
presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in
hell, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning, and
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand shall lead
me, and Your right hand shall hold me” (Psalm 139:7-10 NKJV).
To pantheists, the universe and all that dwells in it is essentially God. That
is why such people tend to be superstitious, believing that they can influence
events by certain acts, such as sacrificing to an idol or wearing a rabbit’s foot.
Christians and Jews know that God made the universe and all that is in it, but
He is not the universe. Since God is separate from the universe, if the universe
should cease to exist, God would remain. To the Christian, the universe is not
supernatural; but it was made supernaturally (caused by power above the
forces of nature) —by the supernatural Being we call God.
Though God is not a part of nature, there is no part of nature in which God
is absent. He is omnipresent. He is everywhere at all times, therefore nothing
that happens is not known to Him. To God, the omnipresent, there is no such
thing as sacred and secular, as we use the terms today. All things are sacred
(exclusively dedicated to God) and nothing is truly secular (not spiritual or
concerned with religious matters).
Isn’t it time that we emphasized God’s presence more? If we remember
that God is here, that He is present wherever we are and whatever we are
doing, would we not be more likely to do His will than spend so much time
and effort only on what we want? Nothing is out of God’s sight—from the
bedroom to the baseball game. Nothing is unnoticed by God—from your work
on the assembly line to the little acts of kindness you do each day. Do you
(Continued on page 3)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — April 14th, 2013
Attendees: David & Linda Abernethy,
Anthony & Sherry Austin, Ricky & Shawn
Baker, Kim Ellis, Boyd & Margaret
Fairchild, Barbara Frye, Chris Haas, Jo Nell
Harrison, Bleaka Hollar, Keith Keener,
Dwight Kelley, Eric Lane (Pastor), Judy
McCrary, Barbara Miller, Cindy Sears, Jeff
Smith, Jimmy Stone, and Phyllis Minton.

Warren Bumgarner was away, so
Eric Lane conducted the meeting in
his place.
Eric opened with prayer
followed by the reading of the March
minutes: There was one correction of
Easter party coordinator to Jessica
Haas instead of Sherry Austin.
Minutes accepted as written.
Jo Nell Harrison presented the
financial statement. We are going
over the budget—spending higher
than what we budgeted by about
$9000. We did not count enough for
electricity (unless this is a seasonal
problem) and propane gas. Several
over things have run over, too. The
building fund is going okay. We will
make an extra-large payment this
month with money from the
fundraiser. Eric expressed that we
need to do a better job of cutting
back on use of lights and heating and
cooling when not needed.

Old Business
Our new youth leaders are Chris
and Tasha Haas. Helpers will include
the Duke Divinity School intern,
Caitlin Tremper. Paul and Annette
Burson will be hosting Ms
Tremper—providing rooms for her
during her 10 weeks here. Eric will
attend a class on May 6th to learn
about supervising her stay here.
Eric confirmed that Synago is
gone. We will concentrate on the
Sunday evening youth groups.
Updated church directories will
be printed out and available in the
near future. It was decided to
announce a new in-house directory.

If you do not want to have your
address included, please contact the
church office.
Jimmy said that he had forgotten
to check on the phone-tree info. He
will do that this month.
Eric thanked McCreary Modern
for the new chairs and sofas donated
to the church. The senior youth room
is looking much better with new
paint, clean floors, and new
furniture.
Jimmy Stone is still working on
the software virus protection. Cindy
is now taking the blogging and
podcasting class. The CCLI license
has been updated. We are looking
into this to make sure that we are in
compliance with copyright laws.
Kim Ellis confirmed that using
the washable plates did cut down on
the cost of paper products for the
barbecue fundraiser. The total
brought in was around $9000.
Eric suggested that we have
some signs made for our regular
fundraisers and use them instead of
using the brick sign for such events.
That sign could then be used for
scripture, etc. instead. Kim made a
motion that we get some signs made.
Suggestions were made for more
signs for Costa Rica Biscuit sales,
barbecue fundraiser, and vacation
bible school signs. Phyllis seconded.
Motion passed.
Kim said that a lockable cover
was put on the wrong device in the
CLC. Eric will check on this.

New Business
Bleaka Hollar said her class is
growing, and that it got so crowded
she had to remove some of the
tables. They would like to get some
of the seminar tables, like the Pairs
and Spares Class bought. She asked
that the church to buy some of the
tables for the class. With a motion on
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the floor to buy them, Jimmy Stone
seconded. Motion passed. Bleaka
will discuss this purchase with
Anthony Austin and figure out what
they need.
Kim Ellis said that VBS has a
carnival theme this year. She wants
to rent some equipment related to
that theme, but this may put us over
the regular budget. The council gave
her leave to do whatever she wanted
to do.
Cindy brought up that church
signage has not been taken care of
yet. Eric will check on that.
Jeff Smith closed the meeting
with prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.

Something..., con’t
(Continued from page 2)

think that the God who numbers the
hairs of your head does not care if
you are having a bad hair day? Do
you think that the God who doesn’t
let a sparrow fall to the ground
unnoticed does not notice when you
speak kindly to a stranger or speak
rudely to your spouse? When you are
being obedient to God’s laws and
will, this is a comfort to know that
He takes note. When we sin, it is a
scary thought—unless you know the
Savior and repent of your rebellion,
turning back to righteousness. And
don’t forget the comfort of knowing
that the Creator of all things, the
most powerful Being in the universe,
loved you while you were yet a
sinner—enough to die for you.
Accept the gift and rest in His peace.
“Search me, O God, and know
my heart; try me, and know my
anxieties; and see if there is any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting”
—(Psalm 139:23-24 NKJV).


Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Pastor’s Corner, con’t
(Continued from page 1)

teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver,
in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.”
[“Marks of the True Christian”]
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the
saints; extend hospitality to strangers” (NRSV).
I give thanks to God for the opportunity to serve my Lord, and I give
thanks to God for the opportunity to return and serve with you as a body of
Christ. I truly believe that God has great and mighty things planned for us;
and with the help and guidance of God together, working for the glory of
God, putting aside our differences, and our selfish ways, we can accomplish
that which he has in store for us.
Again let me say on behalf of my family and myself, “Thank You, and
may God continue to bless you.”
On a side note: Technology has brought us closer together as a church.
We are a part of the Western North Carolina Conference and you can easily
find out what is happening in our conference and in the United Methodist
Church. The official website is www.wnccumc.org, where each week our
Bishop provides updates, shares his thoughts, and even his latest readings.
Also, there are links to mission opportunities, jobs throughout the
conference, and a link to each district, so that you can find out what is going
on in your area. I hope that you will search the site and see what is
happening for the kingdom of God.
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Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in April:

In Memory of Zetta Mae Frye by:
Freida Spencer Matthews
In Memory of Lori Tolbert by:
United Methodist Women
In Memory of Edna Mae Burns
by:
Bernice Burns
Mr. & Mrs. David Ward
In Memory of Code & Edna
Burns by:
John & Sandra Burns Knuckles
In Memory of Wade Austin by:
Anthony & Sherry Austin
In Memory of Edward & Bonnie
Roberts by:
Darrell Roberts
In Honor of J. B. Coffey by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
In Honor of J. B. & Patty Coffey
by:
Judy McCrary
In Honor of Bill Campbell’s 76th
Birthday on May 5 by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell

Thank you,
Rev. Eric Lane

!!!!!!!———!!!!!!!———//
Revival Speakers List
When preachers were few and
traveled between churches, lay people led
the services when a pastor was not available.
So, following that old tradition, we have
invited lay people to give their testimonies
the week of May 5—9, 2013. There will also
be special music each evening. All services
begin at 7:00 p.m. We invite you to join us a
celebrate what God has done in these
people’s lives. Praise be to God!

Sunday

Roy Hamby

Monday

Melissa McCarraher

Tuesday

Jerry Curtis

Wednesday

Kevin Walker

Thursday

Emily Johnson

To God be all the glory!
May 5-9, 7 PM

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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May Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - MAY





3rd—Bea Spencer, Kelle Bowman



5th—Brei Ledord



6th—Molly Sims



8th—Marsha McRary



12th—Heather Helton



13th—Ricky Baker, Meredith Knepp,
Lindsay Lane



14th—Carolyn Davis



15th—Darren McCrary, Ann Smith



17th—Kevin Miller



18th—Robbie Settlemyre



22nd—Michael Crouse



24th—Lillie Johnson



28th—Jacob Settlemyre, Jamie Starbuck

5th Devon Lyda
12th Samantha Stone
19th Hannah Abernethy
26th Clair Gilbert

Nursery Schedule - MAY
5th

8:30 Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary
11:00 Wayne Ellis

12th

8:30 Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount
11:00 Rosalind Kelley

19th

8:30 Boyd & Emily Johnson
11:00 Natasha Haas

26th

8:30 Teresa Simmons & Dawn Yount
11:00 Teresa Herman

New Definition: Adult—a person who has stopped growing
at both ends and is now growing in the middle.

Happy Anniversary!


2nd—Lucas & Sarah Teague



13th—Robert & Teresa Herman



16th—John & Susan Brown



18th—Joe & Glennie Sims



30th—Monte & Bleaka Hollar

Graduation Photos
All 2013 graduates from high
school or college programs, please give
us some photos by May 12th for our
annual slide show in honor of our
graduates. Please include photos of the
high school students from birth to
graduation, plus some information about
where the graduate intends to go next
year to school or other plans that he or
she may have for the future. College
graduates can provide just one picture, if
they prefer.
Thank you for your help.
Graduation Sunday is May 19th.

Our Military
Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Paul Coffey
Joey Deal
Andy Gaillard
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner

New Directory Photos
We are requesting photos for a new
church directory. If you have a picture of
your family (not copyrighted), please
send it by e-mail as a jpg or other photo
file or provide us with a hard copy that
we can scan and then return unharmed to
you. We can use individual photos also,
but a family photo is best for the
directory (meaning everyone who lives
at the same address). Thank you for your
help.

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Jason Nichol
James Starbuck
Hunter Tolbert

Church bulletin BLOOPER:
“Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale.
It’s a chance to get rid of those things
not worth keeping around the house.
Bring your husbands.”

UMW Cookbooks/Flavoring
Cookbooks are available
for $10. Flavoring is $2.75 per
bottle. See Cindy Sears or Kim
Ellis to buy.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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May Fundraisers & Events
Food Collection for SCCM
May is Ebenezer’s month to collect
canned and other nonperishable food
items for South Caldwell Christian
Ministries. Please place the goods on the
bench at the front windows in the old
fellowship hall. Thank you!

Relay for Life
The American Cancer Society
fundraiser is on the night of Friday, May
3rd. Our church sponsors a booth there.
Please come by for a hotdog or
hamburger and help support this worthy
cause. The event is held at the South
Caldwell High School stadium.

Tissues for the School
The United Methodist Women are
collecting tissues for the local schools.
Please place the items under the table
outside of the hallway restrooms. We
thank you for you generosity.

BBQ Chicken Coming!
Back by popular demand!

BBQ Chicken Lunch
Sunday, May 5th
After Sunday School
&
2nd Worship Service

The Pairs and Spares Class
will be cooking up barbecue
chicken again. Yum! Yum!
Donations are requested to
help finance our class ministries.
We
thank you
for your
support.

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!
We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones
AND gravy biscuits AND fried fruit
pies on Thursday, May 16th. We
start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they
are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So
call early or pre-order on
Wednesday by calling:
396-7924
313-9996
396-2214 (church office; Mon.-Fri.
8:30-1:00 pm)
We deliver orders of 10 or more.
Proceeds support our
yearly mission trip to
and work in Costa Rica.
Yum! Yum!

Biscuit Sale Price List

Ebenezer’s annual banquet in celebration of Mother’s Day is on

Saturday
May 11th
6:00 PM —until
Come and help us celebrate our mothers. All women and girls of the church
and community are invited. We will supply the meal, but we request that you
bring a dessert to share if you can. There will also be prizes given out and
entertainment.
This year’s theme: Zebra Stripes.
Wear black and white outfits to fit in!

$2.00_____Ham or Sausage
$2.50_____Ham or Sausage with
egg
$2.00_____Egg
$1.50_____Jelly
$2.00_____Gravy
$2.50_____Gravy with Sausage
$2.00_____Fried Apple Pie

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship
7
Prayer Group—9 AM

Tue
2
National Day of
Prayer

9 Ascension of the
Lord Day

8 No Wednesday Bible studies because of
Revival

Thu

1
Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Children &
Adult Bible studies

Wed

May 2013

20

27

19 Day of Pentecost
Disciple II—3 PM
Church Council—
4:30 PM

26 Trinity Sunday
UMW—7 PM, see
p. 2

Memorial Day
Remember that
freedom is not free.

13

12

28
Prayer Group—9 AM

21
Prayer Group—9 AM

14
Prayer Group—9 AM

29

22

15

30

23

16
Ham Biscuits—6 AM

Layman’s Revival, Sunday—Thursday, 7 PM

5
6
BBQ Chicken Lunch,
see p. 6

Mon

Sun

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC

31

24

Aldersgate Day 

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

11
Mother/Daughter
Banquet—6 PM, see
p. 6

4

Sat

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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