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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” Matthew 28:19
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Dear Friends,
I was thinking of what to write this month when I read an article
in The Upper Room entitled “Weathering the Storms.” “Jesus said, “I
have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. (John 16:33).
From the article, I read: “A severe rainstorm approached our town like a
threatening and uninvited houseguest. The media warned us to prepare, so my
husband cleaned our rain gutters and stored our lawn furniture. I gathered
flashlights and bottled water. At dawn, we awoke to wind gusting through the
trees as a downpour hammered the ground. But because we had prepared, we
were able to face the storm with less anxiety.
Life is full of times of preparation. We prepare for school exams and job
promotions. We prepare for a baby to be born, for retirement, and yes, even for
harsh weather. Should we not then prepare our minds
and spirits for life’s inevitable personal storms?
It is not the storm that
When we faithfully read the Bible and pray, we
creates a problem for us;
prepare spiritually for the storms of life. This may
it is encountering the
sound simple, but such disciplines help us to
storm unprepared.
know God’s character more deeply so that when
trials occur, we won’t feel overwhelmed and
question God’s goodness. Instead, because of our
intimacy with God, we will know that God is ever-present in any storm. And we
can know God’s peace through it all.” Article was submitted by Karen Y. Foster.
You know sometimes we simply need to be reminded—reminded of what we

Sunday Services

(Continued on page 3)

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)
● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)
● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

OFFICE HOURS:

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.
Alzheimer’s Support Group
at Brockford Inn

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult,
Children’s.

Tues.-Fri. 8:30—1:00p
Wed & Fri. 2:00—4:30p
(afternoon hours tentative)

● 7:00p. Synago—(grades 9—12)

Phone: 396-2214

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings
Trustees Meeting
Our Trustees will meet on May 6th at
5:00 p.m.

Men’s Group Meeting
The Men’s Group will meet again on
Sunday, May 20th at 3:30 p.m. All men
of the church are encouraged to come.

Church Council
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, May 20th at 4:30 p.m. All
members of the church are invited to
attend.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
May 27th at 7:00 p.m. Barbara Miller is
in charge of the program. Bleaka Hollar
and Patty Coffey will provide
refreshments. All women of the church
are invited to attend.

Wedding Invitation
Weston Triplette and Shannon
Gaillard along with their children
request the honor of your presence at
their wedding

19 May 2012
2:00 p.m.
Ebenezer UMC
There will be a reception
immediately following the ceremony.

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info.

Something to Pray About
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by Cindy Sears

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
old things have passed away; behold all things have
become new.
—2 Cor. 5:17 NKJV

In Memoriam

Charles W. Colson: 1973-2012; Died 3:12 p.m., April 21, 2012; 80 years old.
I’m sure if you have any math ability at all, you can figure out that if
Colson was born in 1973, he would not be 80 years old in 2012. His physical
birth date was 1931, but Chuck (as he was known), did not really begin to live
until he answered God’s call and was “born again” in 1973.
People born after the 1960’s may not recognize Colson’s name, unless
they have a vague memory from a history lesson on “Watergate.” Colson was
known as President Richard Nixon’s “hatchet man,” referred to as an “evil
genius,” and, according to a 1974 Times article, “he was probably more
disliked, as well as feared, than any other White House aide.” The Watergate
affair eventually brought down the whole Nixon administration, and Colson
entered a plea of guilty to obstruction of justice in a related case where
Colson had helped plan a burglary to acquire papers that would discredit
Daniel Ellsberg. Ellsberg had leaked some Pentagon papers to the press in his
campaign to stop the Vietnam War effort.
Around this time, Colson, who was a nominal Episcopalian and attended
mass with his Catholic wife, Patty, announced that he had accepted Jesus
Christ as his Savior—he was “born again.” Many “greeted Colson’s
transformation with cynicism and disbelief, justified by his unsavory
past.” (Time, Inc. 1974) Some wondered if he was claiming to be “born again”
to stay out of prison. If he was, it didn’t work. Colson entered Maxwell
Federal Prison Camp in Alabama in 1974 and served 7 months of a 1-3 year
sentence. He was also disbarred as a
lawyer.
“If Mr. Colson can repent of
At the time, I remember
his sins, there just has to be
praying that he really was saved. The
hope for everybody.”
subsequent years have proven that
he was. Even his worst enemies
know that he became a different person after his conversion. In prison,
Colson could have started a pity party. But what did he do? He learned to lean
on Jesus and to pray. Colson saw firsthand the misery of prisoners, who were
not only incarcerated physically, but imprisoned by sin and guilt, too. He saw
what was going on in the prison system, and vowed to do something to help
prisoners and their families when he was released. He kept that promise.
For many years, I financially and prayerfully supported Prison Fellowship,
Colson’s organization to tell prisoners about Christ and work toward better
conditions in prisons. PF is present in 113 countries in the world now. In 1983,
Colson began Justice Fellowship to work for criminal justice reform. In 1991,
he began his Breakpoint radio broadcasts where he commented on today’s
news and trends from a Christian perspective. He also began the Colson
(Continued on page 4)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — April 15th, 2012
Attended by: Linda Abernethy, Wade
Austin, Shawn Baker, Warren Bumgarner, J.
B. & Patty Coffey, David Crouse, Kim Ellis,
Boyd Fairchild, Jo Nell Harrison, Dwight
Kelley, Shane Kelley, Joanne Knepp, Eric
Lane, Barbara Miller, Phyllis Minton, Missy
Mullinax, Bob Sears, Cindy Sears, Kristin
Settlemyre, Jeff Smith, Jimmy Stone, Lucas
Teague, plus Ricky Baker, Keith Bradford,
Wayne Ellis, Margaret Fairchild, Barbara
Frye, Gerald Frye.

Warren opened the meeting with
scripture from Matthew 6:32+. Fear is
the opposite of faith. “Do not worry
about tomorrow…”
Motion was made to move the
council meeting to the 20th of May
because Mother’s Day falls on the 2nd
Sunday. Motion passed.
Warren then brought up the
generator again for the CLC. There was
no discussion at this time.
Trash collection: a four house
dumpster from GDS would cost $90 per
pick-up. Wayne Ellis said that he does
not believe that there is enough trash
normally to pay for regular garbage pick
-up. Kim brought up that with the new
plates we may not need the trash taken
off so much. Kim suggested that we hold
off and see how much trash we generate
now. It was decided to wait and see.
Kim said we will need some more
flatware and the small tumblers (for
orange juice). We will also need glass
racks for storage and for washing. She
could not give us exact costs at this time.
Eric suggested that she work up a
proposal and present it at the next
meeting.
Warren commented that the new
paper and soap dispensers are working
out well.
Warren presented a quote to sweep,
mop, and buff the CLC flooring. Bleaka
Hollar said she will get a quote from
another Mr. Hefflinger. Eric asked that
the floor be buffed before the wedding
on Saturday, and he would be willing to
pay for it. Council gave Eric permission
to get the floor buffed.
Kim Ellis then spoke about the

tables and chairs. She is looking at
stackable chairs and some tables, but she
was not quite ready to give us a quote.
Blinds have been ordered for the
new classrooms. Jimmy Stone has not
bought the Microsoft licenses yet.
Jimmy suggested that we build a
platform for the new large screen TV.
The first cable did not work; he
continues to work on this upgrade.
NEW BUSINESS
Jo Nell Harrison said that we had a
very good month on contributions. Two
new accounts have been set up; with one
for Housewares (pots, pans, cups, etc.);
another for Furnishings for CLC that is
for chairs and tables, etc. She went over
some of the figures. She will get with
the Youth, who still owe for the meat
bought for the Sweetheart Banquet. We
went over budget for the month because
of an insurance payment.
We had to put in another water line
and a meter; one was not good enough.
The cost on that was about $1600.
Jo Nell Harrison brought up that we
are not sure of how much the kitchen is
costing us each month. Do we want to
charge for the use of the facilities to help
pay for the utilities? Jo Nell brought up
the possibility of charging rent for use of
the CLC. It was suggested that we have
a lower charge for church members; and
a higher fee for use by non-members.
Wayne said that he would be willing to
check around and see what other
churches are charging and what their
policies are. When someone does a
fundraiser, some of the money ought to
go to help pay for the use of the facilities
also. Bleaka Hollar will also check on
some prices. The decision will go
through the Trustees.
Kim Ellis asked for permission to
borrow money for the expenses for the
BBQ. Jimmy seconded. The funds will
be repaid after the BBQ. Motion passed.
Kim then went over the chairs for
the new classrooms. The chairs would
cost $100 each, and they would want to
buy 100; making the total cost about
$10,000. Leather covers would be $20

3
more per chair. Eric recommended that
we also order enough chairs to outfit the
two adult classes upstairs. Bob made a
motion to get 100 leather chairs now;
Kim Ellis seconded. There was more
discussion on whether or not to add
another 20 chairs to furnish the upstairs
adult classes. Bob changed his motion
to 125 chairs, which should be enough
for the CLC and upstairs adult classes
combined; Gerald Frye made a second.
Motion carried.
Warren asked Bob Sears to close
the meeting in prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.

Pastor’s Corner
(Continued from page 1)

know we should do. It is not the
storm that creates a problem for us;
it is encountering the storm
unprepared.
To take an umbrella when you
know it is going to rain is your
choice; to study and prepare
yourself spiritually is your choice as
well.
Blessings
Rev. Eric Lane

A Thank You
We recently received a letter from
UMCOR with the following words:
“Thank you for your generous gift
to the United Methodist Committee on
Relief. 100 percent of your contribution
will go to Disaster Response, United
States...Your gift received on 03/29/12
for $581.80 is Supporting UMCOR’s
response to disasters in United States.”
We thank everyone who gave
willingly when we asked for help for the
people affected by the tornadoes earlier
this spring. When you give through the
United Methodist Church, your money
goes directly to the project, because the
UMC churches have already paid for all
administrative costs.
You can find out more about
UMCOR’s work at: www.umcor.org.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Contributed by Delores Campbell

Castor Oil Cures All
Penny was
having a time
getting her
grandchildren to
stay caught up on
their homework. Her brother, Eric,
said, “We will fix this.” So, he got a
bottle of castor oil and that solved
the problem.
I had Billy Wayne to take me to
the bank and grocery store in our
car, which Billy Wayne had driven
to work. He had not rolled the
window on my side all the way up,
and it had rained and gotten the seat
wet. As we were driving down the
road, my light grey pants began to
feel damp. I asked him to go through
the drive through at the bank, so I
would not have to get out. Then we
went on to the grocery store.
When I got out of the car, I said,
“If my pants are wet, I am not going
in. How do they look?”
He said, “They don’t look wet.
They just look like you set down in a
little dirt. Pull your jacket down, and
you will look all right.”
So here I went. When I got back
home, my pants still felt wet, so I
took them off and looked at the back
of them. It looked like I had set
down in a slop bucket or something
worse! I was angry. I showed Billy
Wayne how they looked and told his
friend to get me a tablespoon and a
bottle of castor oil.
Billy Wayne said, “I will pour
and take the castor oil myself.” He
then pretended to take it!
He said, “Now, are you
satisfied.”
I said, “No! Get a bar of soap
and stand in the corner for 30
minutes.”
He replied, “Your pants did not
look that bad when you went into the

store. It was when we were coming
back home that they got messed up
so bad. Besides, at your age, what
does it matter?”
I told him I was brought up to
look as nice as I could and not look
like a slob at any age. He didn’t get
the soap in his mouth or stand in the
corner. I told him, though, that if he
ever rolled down the window on my
side and I got wet again, I was going
to cut me down a tree and whip him
with it.
“Lord, help me if I have too
much pride, and forgive me.” I am
positive God helped me. I held onto
his words.

The Eyes of Faith
My husband, Bill, had an
appointment on May 5th to take an
eye exam to get his driver’s license
renewed. He needed to go to
Salisbury on May 1st to see about
getting cataracts removed from his
eyes. He told me that he wanted to
try taking the eye test before going
to Salisbury. I said, “If you think
you can pass it, go ahead.”
So he went to Hudson, and sure
enough, he passed it.
Bill said, “I was not worried,
because I prayed about the situation.
I even slept holding the Bible all
night long, and God helped me get
the license renewed. All I had to do
was have faith.”

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
Continue to remember those in
prison as if you were together
with them in prison, and those
who are mistreated as if you
yourselves were suffering.
—Hebrews 13:3 NIV
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Something to Pray About
(Continued from page 2)

Center to promote a Christian world
view in all aspects of life. He was the
author of many books, including his
autobiography Born Again. His last
book was titled simply, The Faith, a
concise look at what Christians
believe about God, the world, sin
and redemption.
“One of the most wonderful
things about being a Christian is that
I don’t ever get up in the morning
and wonder if what I do matters. I
live everyday to the fullest because I
can live it through Christ and I know
no matter what I do today, I’m going
to do something to advance the
kingdom of God.” Charles Colson
I cried when I heard that he had
died. Chuck Colson reminded me of
the Apostle Paul, who also had a
dramatic conversion and spent time
in prison. I’m sure that Chuck and
Paul are having some riveting
conversations now. One day, I will
be able to listen in on that and be
blessed again by both of them.
In 1973 a Boston Globe
commentator wrote, “If Mr. Colson
can repent of his sins, there just has
to be hope for everybody.”
Thank you, Lord, for proving
once again that in Christ and in the
power of the Holy Spirit, You can
change anyone and make them a
“new creation.” Glory to God in the
highest. Amen.
Suggested reading: Born Again;
Loving God; The Faith by Charles
Colson. Learn more about Colson’s
work for the kingdom at:
www.colsoncenter.org;
www.breakpoint.org;
www.prisonfellowship.org and
www.justicefellowship.org.


Ebenezer United Methodist Church

5

May Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - MAY





2nd—Erin Hodges Demas



3rd—Bea Spencer, Kelle Bowman



5th—Brei Ledford



6th—Molly Sims



8th—Marsha McRary



12th—Heather Helton



13th—Ricky Baker, Meredith Knepp,
Lindsay Lane



14th—Carolyn Davis



15th—Darren McCrary, Ann Smith



17th—Kevin Miller



18th—Robbie Settlemyre



22nd—Michael Crouse



24th—Lillie Johnson



28th—Jamie S. Starbuck, Jacob Settlemyre



30th—R. J. Thompson

Happy Anniversary!


2nd—Lucas & Sarah Teague



16th—John & Susan Brown



18th—Joe & Glennie Sims



28th—Keith & Grace Bradford



30th—Monte & Bleaka Hollar

6th Payton Lyda
13th Makayla Settlemyre
20th Kevin Miller
27th Hannah Abernethy

Nursery Schedule - MAY
6th

8:30 Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary
11:00 Teresa Herman

13th

8:30 Heather Stone & Kim Ellis
11:00 Kay Gilbert

20th

8:30 Boyd & Emily Johnson
11:00 Joanne Knepp

27th

8:30 Teresa Simmons & Dawn Yount
11:00 Beth Lane
8:30
11:00

Our Military

Protection of Marriage Constitutional
Amendment
Our state will be voting on a constitutional amendment (not
“Amendment One”) on May 8th. This amendment will
effectively ban marriage between two people of the same
sex, and define marriage as a union between one man and
one woman.
If approved, this would amend Article 14 of the NC
Constitution by adding a new section 6:
Marriage between one man and one woman is the only
domestic legal union that shall be valid or recognized in
this State. This section does not prohibit a private party from
entering into contracts with another private party; nor does
this section prohibit courts from adjudicating the rights of
private parties pursuant to such contracts.
Please pray about this issue, study the Word of God, and cast
your vote during the primary on May 8th.

Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jason Nichol
James Starbuck

Please pray for the
men and women who
protect our freedoms.

Relay for Life
Volunteers are needed for
Relay for Life on Friday, May
4th, anytime after 3:30 p.m.
Please see Missy Mullinax. We
will need help with cooking and
serving of hamburgers and
hotdogs at the Ebenezer
sponsored booth.
Luminaries are available for
donations of $10 each or for
gold ones at $20 each in honor
of or in memory of anyone
affected by cancer.
This is an American Cancer
Society fundraiser.
Don’t forget that you can give
money to this charity through
your Sunday school class.
Missy has left a can in each
room for donations.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in March:

In Honor of Kevin Simmons
by:
Becky Clark

In Honor of Judy McCrary by:
Judy McCrary

In Honor of Bernard DeAnda
by:
Pairs & Spares Sunday School Class

Date with Daddy
June 9, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Lower Creek Baptist Church
The Caldwell Pregnancy Care Center are
selling tickets now for their annual
“Date with Daddy.” Tickets for dads are
$20—daughters are priceless! Please
call 757-9555 for more information. A
limited number of tickets are available,
so call soon!
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Bolivia Mission Update
Ecclesiastes 3: “There is an
appointed time for everything.” With
that being said, the plans for the trip to
Bolivia mission have been changed.
There are simply too many conflicts at
this time for the medical team to travel
to Bolivia, so we will be going with a
group from Lumberton, instead. This
group of 20 comes from The North
Carolina Conference of The United
Methodist Church.
We worked with this team in 2005
building a Methodist Day Care. We will
work with the same people at the same
place this time. I hope that we will be
able to raise another $3,500 to build a
home or begin a Special Needs facility.
We also will be working with the Boys’
orphanage and visiting the Girls’
orphanage. Since we are not taking
medical supplies down, we can take
items to distribute to the children, such
as tennis shoes, shorts, and shirts for
children up to age 15. Please give!

May Fundraiser
Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!
We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones
again on Thursday, May 17th. We
start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they
are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So
call early or pre-order on
Wednesday by calling:
396-7924
396-9491
396-2214 (church office; 8:30-1:00
pm)
We deliver orders of 10 or more.
Proceeds support our
yearly mission trip to
and work in Costa Rica.
Yum! Yum!

Upcoming Events
Layman’s Revival
May 6—9 at 7:00 p.m. each evening.
This is the time of year when we invite people in our church and
community to give their personal testimonies of what God has done for
them. We will have a speaker and special music each evening .

DAY

SPEAKER

MUSIC

SUNDAY

Cathy Huffman

The Faithful

MONDAY

Gene Sanders

Southern Grass

TUESDAY

Lenny Dellinger

Billy Wayne Campbell

WEDNESDAY

Sherry DeAnda

New Life Praise Band

Mother’s Day Banquet
We invite all the women and girls of
our community to come help us
celebrate the
Whispers of God’s Love
that we received from our mothers:

Saturday
May 12, 6—8 p.m.
If you can, please bring a dessert to
share. The men will be cooking up a
delicious meal for the women—and
they will clean up
afterwards, too!

Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Adult,
Children’s, Young
Adult Bible studies
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14

21

28

6
Trustees,—5 PM, p 2

13

20
Church Council—
4:30 PM, p. 2

27
UMW—7 PM, p. 2

Mon

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship

Sun

Tue

29
Prayer Group—9 AM

22
Prayer Group—9 AM

15
Prayer Group—9 AM

8
Prayer Group—9 AM

1
Prayer Group—9 AM

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC

30

23

16

9
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Wed

31

24

17
Ham Biscuits, see p. 6

See p. 6.

10

3

Thu

Fri

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists

25

18

11
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May 2012

26

19
Triplette/Gaillard
Wedding—2 PM

12
Mother’s Day
Banquet—6 PM, p. 6

5

Sat
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