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Sunday Services 

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary) 

● 9:50a Sunday School 

● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional) 

● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12) 

● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice 

● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United 

Methodist Women  

The following is from the Upper Room devotional of Feb. 20, 

2013: 

James 5:13-16 

13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 

should sing songs of praise. 
14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have 

them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer 

of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has 

committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and 

pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is 

powerful and effective. 

In a sermon near the beginning of Lent, our pastor suggested that 

instead of giving up something for Lent we take up something — some 

healthy habit or a practice helpful to others. I decided to take up the habit of 

praying each time I heard an emergency siren. 

My prayers vary in length, but they always include thanks to God for 

the emergency personnel — their selflessness and expertise — and a 

request that the lifesaving equipment they use will work as it should. I pray 

that the helpers may arrive safely and that the situation they are responding 

to may be resolved as efficiently and effectively as possible. I pray also for 

those receiving emergency help, that they stay calm and realize how best to 

allow the rescue workers to help. I pray for healing and awareness that God 

is with them and all who are involved. Even though one emergency siren is 

one too many, God is with both the helpers and the ones being helped. 

This was my Lenten practice. For believers, many ordinary situations 

can become calls to prayer if we are open to God. 

Laura A. Martinsen (Virginia, USA) 
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Inside this issue: 

Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane 

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES 

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting 

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.  

Alzheimer’s Support Group 

at Brockford Inn 

 

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal 

● 7:00p Bible  Study —Adult, 

Children’s. 

● 7:00p. Youth—(grades 9—12) 

    “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”  Matthew 28:19 

OFFICE HOURS:   

 Monday—Friday:  

     8:30a—1:00p 

 Fri. 2:30-5:00p (if needed.) 

  Phone:  396-2214 

www.ebenezerum-church.org 
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United Methodist Men 
The UMM will meet on Sunday, March 

10th at 3:30 p.m. All men of the church 

are invited to attend. 

Church Council 
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on  

Sunday, March 10th at 4:30 p.m. All 

members of the church are invited to 

attend. Please contact Warren Bumgarner 

or Cindy Sears if you have something that 

needs to be discussed, so that it can be 

added to the agenda before the meeting. 

United Methodist Women 
The UMW will meet again on Sunday, 

March 24th at 7:00 p.m.  Sonya Crouse 

is in charge of the programming. Cinda 

McRary and Dawn Yount will provide 

refreshments. All women of the church 

are invited to attend. 

Easter Sunday Service 
On March 31st, we will celebrate Easter 

with a sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. with 

breakfast served afterwards. Get up early 

and come hungry, but ready to sing and 

praise our wonderful Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ.  

Are you paralyzed by the fear of making a wrong decision—especially a decision 

that will NOT be in God’s will? 

If there is one thing we have an abundance of in this day and time, it is choices. 

Grocery stores carry hundreds of kinds of cookies, drinks, cereals. Practically 

everything comes in multiple brands and configurations and prices. Unfortunately, 

having so many choices can make us afraid of making any choice at all. Freedom is 

wonderful, but too much freedom can lead to passivity, inaction, and frustration. 

Christians are not immune to the problem of indecision caused by all these options. 

There are hundreds of books on the market now about finding God’s will for your life. 

I suggest one more—hopefully the only one you will need to read: 

Just Do Something: a Liberating Approach to Finding God’s Will by Kevin 

DeYoung.  

DeYoung sites some interesting statistics. In 1960, 77% of women & 65% of men 

had completed all the major transitions into adulthood by age thirty. These transitions 

included leaving home, finishing school, becoming financially independent, getting 

married, and having a child. In the year 2000, only 46% of women and 31% of men 

had completed these transitions by the age of 30.  

Many Christians have a passion for finding God’s will, but often they seem to be 

using this desire as an excuse to opt out of maturity and out of taking risks. Previous 

generations did not worry so much about finding God’s will for their life. They went to 

church, read and studied God’s Word, prayed regularly, and obeyed His 

commandments as best they could. Then, they got on with the business of living. 

Misconceptions about the phrase “God’s will” are one problem. This term is used 

to mean three different things. First is “God’s will of decree,” which refers to what 

God has ordained to be. Second is “God’s will of desire,” which refers to what God 

has commanded or what He desires from His people. God’s will of decree—what He 

has predetermined—cannot be thwarted; God’s will of desire—the way He wants us to 

live—can be disregarded (see 1 John 2:15-17; Hebrews 13:20-21).  

And third is “God’s will of direction.” “We want to know His individual and 

specific plan for the who, what, where, when, and how of our lives. We want to know 

His direction.” But does God expect us to figure out everything He has planned for us 

before we make a move? No. In Romans 8:28, we are told that all things work to the 

good for those who love Christ and are called according to His purpose. As DeYoung 

explains, God is not a magic 8-ball, and His will for our lives is not a bull’s eye that 

we have to hit dead on. God has given us brains to use, and a few rules to live by—10 

to be precise; and Jesus cut those down to 2 rules (see Exodus 20:1-17; Matthew 22:36

-40). These rules don’t help much with figuring out which job to take, where to live, or 

what brand of mayonnaise to buy, do they? Still, we can ask God for wisdom; then all 

we need to do is “seek first the kingdom of God,” step out in faith and take risks for 

Him, and believe that all the other things will be taken care of by God.  

We also need to stop expecting to find heaven on earth. We are pilgrims here—

travelers in another country—and as all travelers know, things are bound to go wrong 

and there will be unpleasant experiences. If we expect every decision we make to put 

us on the road to complete fulfillment and happiness, then every decision we make 

becomes filled with significance and terror. Failure or wrong decisions are rarely life 

threatening. Most successful people know that failure leads to learning, which leads to 

success later. So, let your children taste failure and endure the pain of bad decisions. 

Give yourself permission to try something new and fail at it—then try something else; 

(Continued on page 3) 

Just Do 

Something! 

Something to Pray About    

“And we know that all things work together for good to 

those who love God, to those who are the called according to 

His purpose.”       —Romans 8:28 NKJV 

by Cindy Sears  Meetings  

E-mail Change 

Our website host company also 

provides an e-mail service. We will be 

moving away from the Yahoo! mail 

service in February, and switch over to 

our website’s service. With this service, 

there will be no ads popping up, and we 

will only have to keep tabs on two 

addresses used by our members and 

people who access our website. Please 

change your main contact information 

to the following address: 

eumc@ebenezerum-church.org. 

People who access our website can 

also send e-mail with questions related 

to the website to the following address: 

info@ebenezerum-church.org. 

Thank you for your support and 

cooperation in this change over. 

 

Our Yahoo! account will close at the 

end of March. 
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Robbie Settlemyre said that it would 
be more cost effective to put a pipe 
in the depression near the heat 
pumps, and close it up with cement 
instead of putting a grate on it or 
adding a handrail. The council 
agreed to this proposal and it will be 
taken care of in March. 

The Church brochure is being 
updated. The covered unloading 
area is too costly at this time to 
consider; we need to pay off the CLC 
first. It was suggested that we ask 
for volunteers to assist people who 
need help on rainy days. 

New Business 

Disaster Response Training is 
available in March in Hickory. David 
Crouse said that there is a 
commitment to do a training session 
here at Ebenezer. 

Bible study opportunities:  One 
study, “Addicted to Hurry,” is 
scheduled to start soon. We still 
need more volunteers and 
suggested studies.  

UMM will be here next Sunday on 
the 17th at 3:00 p.m. to bake cookies 
for KAIROS.  Volunteers are 
welcome to come and help. 

Barbara Miller brought up a concern 
that we need to be careful about 
these fundraisers to make sure that 
the various groups in the church will 
not be stepping over one another’s 
events. One thing that would help is 
for the groups to schedule their 
events at least one month, 
preferably 2 or 3 months, ahead of 
time, AND GET THE COMPLETE 
INFORMATION TO CINDY AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. 

Kim Ellis gave us the following dates 
for events: May 11th, Mother’s Day 
Banquet; June 16th Father’s Day 

Attendees: David & Linda  & Hannah 

Abernethy, Anthony Austin, Ricky & Shawn 

Baker, Josh & Jessica Bowman, Warren 

Bumgarner (Chair), Judy McCrary, David 

Crouse, Kim Ellis, Boyd & Margaret 

Fairchild, Barbara Ferguson, Barbara Frye, 

Chris Haas, Jo Nell Harrison, Bleaka Hollar, 

Keith Keener, Eric Lane (Pastor), Marsha 

McRary, Barbara Miller, Cindy Sears, 

Robbie & Kristin Settlemyre, Jeff Smith, and 

Phyllis Minton. 

 

Warren called the meeting to order 
and read from Mark 1:12-15 about 
the 40 days that Jesus spent in the 
dessert. He then prayed for 
guidance before beginning the 
meeting. 

The minutes from the January 
meeting were accepted as written. 

JoNell brought us the budget report. 
Our giving is off by about $2800 
from what we need to meet the 
current budget. Our electrical bill is 
higher than normal. We will be 
paying less interest on the loan, but 
will continue with the budgeted 
amount to pay the loan off as 
quickly as possible. 

Old Business 

Raising money: Eric suggested we 
have barbecues more often or some 
other type of meal on a regular 
basis. Bleaka says that we need to 
encourage more and younger 
people to help with the barbecues, 
especially for the cooking part, 
which goes on for hours. 

Kim reminded us that we need 
someone to take the lead for doing 
the chicken and dumpling meal on 
March 9th. Ricky Baker and Kim Ellis 
and David Crouse will organize this 
event. We will call for volunteers 
from the congregation. The Pairs 
and Spares Sunday school class were 
volunteered by Barbara Miller and 
Cindy Sears to help out, too. 

Church Council — January 13, 2013 Breakfast; VBS July 14-19th and the 
week of July 7th will not be available 
for anyone else to use because of 
this. The blood drive will be at the 
end of July. March 30th will be the 
Easter party for the kids. We need a 
volunteer to coordinate the party.  

Ricky Baker closed the meeting with 
prayer. 

Addendum 

Council members were asked by 
letter to vote on whether or not to 
host an intern from Duke Divinity 
School this summer. Members were 
requested to check YES or No on a 
form left at the Church Office. 

We received 17 YES votes and 0 NO 
votes on the form as of Feb. 20, 
2013. The request to sponsor an 
intern this summer passed. 

Cindy Sears, Administrative 
Assistant. 

Minutes by Cindy Sears. 

just don’t give up too soon.  

I believe Keith Bradford lived this 

way. He seemed to have exuberance, a 

joy in living. He obviously loved the 

Lord and the Church, but he loved all of 

life and was constantly “getting on with 

the business of living.” Keith always had 

something to do, some project to work 

on, which he did with gusto, and without 

worrying overmuch about the final 

outcome. I’d like to learn to live like 

that, too. (“I have come that they may 

have life, and that they may have it more 

abundantly.” John 10:10b) 

Remember, God is in control. He 

will use all of your decisions to sanctify 

you—make you more like Christ. You 

are not powerful enough to mess things 

up for Him. So,  

JUST DO SOMETHING!  

(for instance, read DeYoung’s 

book.)  

     

(Continued from page 2) 

Something to pray about... 
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How do I hide God’s word in my 

heart? Memorize it! 

“All things are lawful for me, but 
not all things are helpful; all things 
are lawful for me, but not all 
things edify.” 

         —1 Corinthians 10:23 NKJV 

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident 

Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in 

Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is 

dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s 

is welcome to attend. The meeting 

begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually 

meets on the 4th Tuesday of each 

month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info. 

After reading these words, I felt 

that they needed to be shared again. 

The season of Lent is not too far 

gone to take up or begin a new 

practice. May I suggest that we pick 

someone, maybe someone in our 

church or family or someone we 

work alongside, and begin a practice 

of praying for them throughout the 

remainder of Lent. Think of the 

change that will occur.  

May God add his blessings to 

these words. 

Rev. Eric Lane    

UMW Cookbooks/Flavoring 
 Cookbooks are available for 

$10. Flavoring is $2.75 per bottle. See 

Cindy Sears or Kim Ellis to buy. 

Greetings in the name of our risen 
Savior Jesus Christ, 

How would you like to be a part 
of something that will transform lives 
FOREVER! 

Since 2002 I have traveled to 
Montero Bolivia with a group of eye 
doctors. While they performed their 
surgeries, I worked with others as a 
building team. Last year, while in 
Bolivia, we had the opportunity to 
once again go into a native village to 
visit and work.  

Last year we built a home for the 
teacher and his family so that they 
could live in the village where he 
taught. In the past he would have to 
travel daily into the village. During the 
rainy season the roads were 
impassable, and so the school would 
be closed. Now together with your 
help we have built a home for this 
family to live in, so today the children 
in the village have hope for the 
future. 

In addition to building the home, 
we worked at two other locations. 
One location is a rehabilitation clinic. 
This is the first of its kind in the area. 
Imagine surviving a stroke or heart 
attack or some other debilitating 
trauma only to be told that there is 
nowhere to continue your rehab. We 
take the many opportunities that we 
have in the United States for granted. 

The other location was a boy’s 
orphanage, where we worked on the 
buildings that house around 20 boys. 
Imagine bring left on the street to 
learn to take care of yourself. The 
orphanage is where boys are brought 
so that they may have hope and a 
brighter future.  

This year we hope to again return 
to these areas to work, but without 
your support and help it will be 
difficult. We must raise a minimum of 

$4,000 for materials. In addition to 
this, we have team expenses which 
amount to around $2,000 per person. 
I have set up a fund at Ebenezer 
UMC, Granite Falls, NC 28630 for 
anyone who feels led to contribute.  

Additionally I would be glad to 
meet with any church or group or 
individual to share about this ministry 
and how others can contribute.  

You may send a check to 
“Ebenezer United Methodist Church” 
and in the memo part and on the 
envelope write “Bolivia.” If you would 
like to know more call me at (828) 
396-2215 or (828) 493-1474 (cell). I 
must have the money by the end of 
May so that we can make plans. The 
team will be leaving the last week in 
June.  

In addition to this home in 
Bolivia, Beth and I sponsor a little girl 
in the orphanage. Her name is Zulma. 
Last year I was able to spend time 
with her just as I do with my own 
children. We shopped for clothes, 
toys, ate burgers, and ice cream.  

I want to express my thanks to 
everyone who has comforted our 
family during this time. We have been 
greatly blessed and what better way 
to return a blessing than to help 
someone have a home.  

Blessings, 

Eric Lane 

Pastor’s Corner, con’t 

Basketball Nights at Ebenezer 
We invite you to join us on Monday and 

Thursday nights to play basketball or 

ping-pong in the CLC. Wayne and Kim 

Ellis usually supervise this event, and 

young and old may attend. We 

especially encourage young people to 

come out for this time of good, clean fun 

and exercise. (Please note that 

sometimes this activity is cancelled due 

to other events being scheduled.) 

     A Sunday school teacher 
asked her children as they were 
on the way to church service, 
'And why is it necessary to be 
quiet in church?'  
     One bright little girl replied,  
'Because people are sleeping.'  
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Acolyte Schedule - MARCH 

3rd   Clair Gilbert 

10th   Samantha Stone 

17th   Devon Lyda 

24th   Makayla Settlemyre 

31st  Kevin Miller 

 1st—Charlie Mullinax 

 3rd—Michael Smith 

 7th—Trena Kirby, Kim Knepp 

 8th—Kevin Lane, Judy McCrary 

 10th—Kay Smith, Bryan Turner 

 12th—Margaret Smith 

 13th—Clair Gilbert, Andrew Sims  

 14th—Wayne Ellis, Jerry Helton 

 16th—Rachel Adams, Sarah Adams,      

  Olivia Spencer 

 17th—Jimmy Stone 

 18th—Angie Adams 

 19th—Abby Triplette 

 20th—Tracy McRary 

 25th—Jordan Ellis 

 26th—Emily Kohnle 

 28th—Amanda McRary 

 29th—Rene Huffman, Cindy Sears 

 30th—Shawn Baker 

Happy Anniversary! 
 28th—Michael & Margaret Smith 

  

Nursery Schedule - MARCH 

3rd 
8:30  Robert & Missy Mullinax 

11:00   Nancy Sears 

10th 
8:30  Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary 

11:00   Wayne Ellis 

17th 
8:30  Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount 

11:00   Rosalind Kelley 

24th 
8:30  Boyd & Emily Johnson 

11:00   Teresa Herman 

31st 
7:00  Tasha Haas & Volunteer 

  ONE SERVICE 

Ma r c h  C e l e b r a t i o n s  

Kyle Blair 

Anthony Coffey 

Andy Gaillard 

Ricky Garland 

Jason Gibson 

Trey Hefner 

Chris Kaisenski 

Please pray for the men and 
women who protect our freedoms. Our Military 

Shane McRary 

Eric Maynard 

Joey Moore 

Jamie Mullinax 

Jason Nichol 

James Starbuck 

Hunter Tolbert 

We honored our acolytes on Sunday, February 17th. We thank 

these young people who are so willing to do this service for the 

Lord. May God bless you and your families. 

 

Hannah Abernethy, Clair Gilbert, Devon Lyda, Payton 

Lyda, Kevin Miller, Makayla Settlemyre, Samantha Stone, 

and Austin Teague. 

 

New volunteers are welcome. Please see Warren Bumgarner if 

you would like to be an acolyte. 

Ebenezer’s annual Easter egg hunt and party will 

be on  

Saturday, March 30th  

 10 AM to 12 PM.  

     All children are invited. We serve hotdogs for 

lunch, and have crafts to do, too. 

 

     Please place donations of candy for this event 

in the marked box in the hallway. We also need 

brownies and cupcakes.  Please see Kim Ellis to 

volunteer to help. Thank you. 

Acolytes Honored 
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Buy some delicious cakes and pies 

for you and your family on 

Saturday 

March 23 

8:30—11:00 AM 
 

Proceeds go to Costa Rica Missions. 

Sunday 

March 24th 

9:30—10:00 AM 

Come to church hungry and buy 

some ham, sausage, or egg biscuits 

from the UMW. Proceeds go toward 

a mission trip to Alaska. 

March Fundraisers 

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum! 

     We will be selling ham biscuits, 

along with sausage and egg ones 

AND gravy biscuits AND fried fruit 

pies on Thursday, March 14th. We 

start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they 

are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So 

call early or pre-order on 

Wednesday by calling:  

396-7924 

313-9996 

396-2214 (church office; Mon.-Fri. 

8:30-1:00 pm) 

We deliver orders of 10 or more. 

Proceeds support our 

yearly mission trip to 

and work in Costa Rica. 

Yum! Yum! 

 

Biscuit Sale Price List 

$2.00_____Ham or Sausage 

$2.50_____Ham or Sausage with 

        egg 

$2.00_____Egg  

$1.50_____Jelly  

$2.00_____Gravy  

$2.50_____Gravy with Sausage 

$2.00_____Fried Apple Pie 

Saturday 

March 9th 

11 AM to 7PM 
 

Have a delicious plate of chicken & 

dumplings with slaw and green 

beans and some good homemade 

desserts at lunch and dinner.  

 

We are asking for donations that will 

be used to help pay down the 

principle on the Christian Life 

Center loan. 

Chicken & Dumplings 

Bake Sale 

Special Giving 

Ebenezer UMC and its members, 

gratefully acknowledge the following 

special gifts received in December: 

In Memory of Eric Wood by: 

Delores & Gary Paul Campbell 

In Honor of Steve Miller by: 

Danielle Miller 

In Memory of Keith Bradford by: 

Anthony & Sherry Austin 

Michael & Janet Bass 

Buck & Carol Deal 

Bob Gibbons (DBA All Star Sports) 

M. Ann Greene 

Jo Nell Harrison 

Heavenly Sonlighters Class 

Larry & Alice Hill 

Randy & Marsha McRary 

Jim & Anita Pinson 

United Methodist Men 

United Methodist Women 

Women’s Bible Class 

Catherine Worsham 

In Memory of Zetta Mae Frye by: 

Jo Nell Harrison 

In Memory of Wade Austin by: 

Jo Nell Harrison 

Sunday Breakfast 

Get ready! The annual 

barbecue benefit is coming 

up on April 5th and 6th. 

Special Announcement 

 After the christening of his 
baby brother in church, Jason 
sobbed all the way home in the 
back seat of the car. His father 
asked him three times what was 
wrong. Finally, the boy replied,  
'That preacher said he wanted us 
brought up in a Christian home,  
And I wanted to stay with you 
guys.'  

What kind of an example are 

you living before your children? 
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