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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” Matthew 28:19
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Sunday Services
● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)

We are about to enter into a new "land," which is God's gift to us as a
Christian Life Center. I am reminded of the time when Moses and the
Israelites were about to cross the river Jordan and enter into the Promised Land. In
the book of Numbers, we read about how the people allowed their fears to
overcome them and, instead of standing with God, they rebelled against God's
desire to bless them. As a result, they returned to the wilderness and wandered
for another forty years.
God has blessed us with a great opportunity to serve him and others through the
use of this new Christian Life Center. So, let us continue to look for God's direction
for us as his people in how we use these gifts. We have a great responsibility to
those saints who have gone on and are no longer
with us; and to those who enter into this holy
ground in the future. Our responsibility is to
God has blessed us with a
make sure that above all else we keep God
great opportunity to serve him
as the head of our church. We must look to
and others through the use of
God for guidance and direction, and we
this new Christian Life Center.
must be willing to set aside our personal
feelings and differences for the good of the
kingdom of God. We must make sure that all who enter into the house of God are
welcomed—just as Christ welcomed us into the family of God. And we must
always make sure that the word of God is shared in whatever activity takes place
in his house. Scripture reminds us that "all things are possible for those who love
the Lord." Now let us go together into the land that God has promised and let us
give thanks for all that he has done. Amen.

● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)
● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

THURSDAY ACTIVITIES

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

● 7:00p Every First Thursday, Prayer
Breakfast

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.
Alzheimer’s Support Group at
Brockford Inn

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult,
Children’s.

OFFICE HOURS: tel. 396-2214

● 7:00p. Synago—(grades 9—12) Tues.-Fri. 8:30a—1:00p plus

Wed/Fri. 2:00—4:30p

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings
Men’s Group Meeting
The Men’s Group will meet again on
Sunday, March 11th at 3:00 p.m. All
men of the church are encouraged to
come.

Church Council
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, March 11th at 4:30 p.m. All
members of the church are invited to
attend.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
March 25th at 7:00 p.m. Sonya Crouse
is in charge of the program. Cinda
McRary and Dawn Yount will provide
refreshments. All women of the church
are invited to attend.

Events
Christian Life Center
Consecration Ceremony
We will be consecrating the new
Christian Life Center on Sunday, March
18th at 3:00 p.m.
Please join us as we celebrate the
completion of this long-awaited project,
and dedicate the building to the Lord and
the work of His kingdom here in this
community.
We will begin with a worship service in
the sanctuary, and then process into the
Christian Life Center and consecrate the
building before adjourning.
Slide shows of the construction are on the
website. A grand slide show with music
of the whole process will be up in March.

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info.
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Something to Pray About

by Cindy Sears

And he said unto them, “Verily I say unto you, That
there be some of them that stand here, which shall not
taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God
come with power.”
Mark 9:1 KJV

The Kingdom Is
Here—Now

Someday, we who have accepted Jesus Christ, the Son of God, as Lord and Savior,
will be snatched up into heaven to be with Jesus. But now, we live in the “Last Days.”
And although, we are called to live in expectation of Christ’s Second Coming, we are
not called to sit and wait with folded hands.
Read the Beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-11. These blessings are not for Christians
already in heaven; neither are they simply a rule book to follow, so that one can be
assured of going to heaven. (By grace you are saved…not of works…Ephesians 2:8,9)
On the cross, Jesus said, “It is finished.” Jesus has already won the victory over sin and
death. He now rules. And what is truly amazing is He wants us—expects us—to be His
body here on earth—NOW. Paul’s illustration of the church as the body of Christ is
not just a word picture. “It expresses Paul’s conviction that this is the way in which
Jesus now exercises his rule in the world—through the church, which is his
Body.” (Simply Jesus by N. T. Wright, pp. 217-218)
“The Beatitudes are the agenda for Kingdom people.” (ibid) These verses tell us
how Jesus wants to rule this world through his people. We are to be the salt (Matt.
5:13) and the light (vs. 14-15) of the world here and now. God’s people do not come
in with tanks and guns and harsh words; we operate according to God’s style—
meekness, kindness, and a powerful self-giving love. That’s how the first Christians
turned the world upside down. That’s the way we, even today, are called to do the
same. We are not called to just be nice, good, spiritual people, living in our own little
sphere of Christianity. We are called to work in the world and for the kingdom of God
here on earth. So, our worship of the Lord involves more than reading the Bible, and
attending church services. Our whole being ought to be about worship of the Lord.
We declare that Jesus is Lord—and no one else is.
“Worshiping the God we see in Jesus orients our whole being, our
imagination, our will, our hopes, and our fears away from the world where
Mars, Mammon, and Aphrodite (violence, money, and sex) make absolute
demands and punish anyone who resists. It orients us instead to a world in
which love is stronger than death, the poor are promised the kingdom, and
chastity (whether married or single) reflects the holiness and faithfulness of
God himself.” (Wright, p. 217)
Therefore, as Christians, we are to challenge the “norm” wherever we are,
whatever we are doing. In all things, we should reflect the love of Christ and God’s
agenda. Our “good works” are not just keeping a set of commandments or rules. By
our “good works,” we are to change the world. (See Ephesians 2:10)
The United States and Europe and Great Britain are in such a sorry state today,
because many Christians have not been “living out” the kingdom of God. Until “His
people who are called by His Name” live out their belief in ALL aspects of their lives,
the world will continue to sink further and further into sin and degradation. “Jesus
rules the world through those who launch new initiatives that radically challenge the
accepted ways of doing things: jubilee projects to remit ridiculous and unpayable
debt, housing trusts that provide accommodation for low income families or
homeless people; local and sustainable agricultural projects that care for creation
instead of destroying it in the hope of quick profit, and so on.” (Wright, p. 219)
(Continued on page 4)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — February 12, 2012
Attended by: Linda Abernethy, Wade
Austin, Warren Bumgarner, J. B. & Patty
Coffey, Kim Ellis, Boyd Fairchild, Chris Haas,
Jo Nell Harrison, Bleaka Hollar, Dwight
Kelley, Shane Kelley, Joanne Knepp, Eric
Lane, Marsha McRary, Barbara Miller, Phyllis
Minton, Bob Sears, Cindy Sears, Jeff Smith,
Jimmy Stone, Lucas Teague, plus Margaret
Fairchild, Wayne Ellis, Cinda McRary, Randy
McRary, Judy McCrary, Barbara Frye, Kevin
Simmons, Gerald Frye, Ricky Baker.

Warren opened the meeting with a
reading from Chronicles about Solomon
asking for wisdom to rule his people.
He then opened the meeting with prayer.
Minutes of the last meeting were read
and approved.
Warren brought up that the steeple
fund was complete, so now we should
go ahead with the work. Randy McRary
brought up some items for discussion
about the color of the cross. Wade
Austin made a motion to make the
steeple cross white. Patty Coffey
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
The white cross will not change the
price. There was a motion made to go
ahead with the new steeple work.
Re: the Generator. Duke Endowment
will not help with the cost. Randy
McRary discussed some prices he has
researched. The CLC is set up for the
addition of the generator. There was a
general discussion of whether or not to
buy one. Several people said that they
felt that we should finish this building
and furnish it before we purchase a
generator. Warren made a motion to
leave this on the table and finish up the
CLC before looking at it again. Wayne
Ellis seconded. Motion passed.
Kim Ellis is still working on buying
containers and has purchased some to
use in the new building.
Jo Nell gave the financial report next.
We are on budget. All expenses are well
within budget. Jo Nell said we would
keep the Building Fund designation,
which will be used to pay off the
mortgage. She made a motion that we
keep it that way. Randy McRary
seconded. Motion carried.
Jo Nell then went over the figures of

what we had spent on the CLC to date.
We have $170,000 in the bank still to
use. Total cost estimated was $926,923.
We have spent $812,133 to date, leaving
$114,789 at this time. The refurbishing
of the kitchen into a nursery is not
included in this. Kevin Simmons said
that he is hopeful that about $40-50,000
will be left over for furnishing the
building. This will be open ended until
about the middle of March—until all the
figures are in.
Jo Nell suggested that we appoint a
committee to choose materials for the
furnishings/decorations. Jimmy Stone
seconded. Motion passed. Jo Nell
nominated Freida Farr. Kim Ellis
nominated Teresa Simmons. Kevin
Simmons nominated Kim Ellis to head
the committee. She agreed to the
appointment. Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
Kevin Simmons: Need metal for the
barbecue building, which will cost about
$850. Jo Nell made a motion to take the
money out of the General Fund; J. B.
seconded. Randy McRary made a
motion to use any overage from the
steeple to help pay for the roofing.
Motion passed to take the funds from the
General Fund.
Kevin then asked what type of
flooring they wanted in the nursery. Kim
suggested we use laminate flooring like
we used in the office. We will also need
a vanity for the sink. Jo Nell then made a
motion that we set up a fund specifically
for remodeling the nursery and old
fellowship hall. This will help keep the
expenditures separate from the CLC
costs. Bob Sears made a motion to
establish the new budget line. Kevin
seconded. Motion carried. It was
suggested that the decoration committee
also determine what to use in the new
nursery.
Lucas Teague brought the Trustees
report. It was recommended that we take
silent bids for the equipment that we will
be selling. Cinda McRary said they
wanted to keep the cooler and the
upright freezer for the food bank, but not
sure yet if we will need ones that large.
Cinda will look into this to determine if
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we need it or not. Can we wait awhile
before we decide what to do? Sell of
items tabled for now.
It was recommended that we build a
storage room in the old hall to hold the
chairs and tables. The material for the
storage area would cost about $700. Eric
brought up that the Trustees would be
responsible for determining what to do
about this, so the proposal was tabled.
Kevin Simmons said that we need to
thank Freida Farr for the beautiful
banners she designed for the new
fellowship hall. Everyone agreed.
Gerald Frye brought up that the
church needs to be locked after every
use of the church. Lights should be
turned off, etc.
Kim Ellis would like to purchase a
hand truck or buggy to help carry items
into the new building. 3 in 1 hand truck
would be about $145. Another one cost
about $100. Jo Nell made a motion to
buy the best one. Phyllis seconded.
Motion carried.
Warren thanked Jo Nell and JoAnn
for their work with the financial aspects
of the church.
Gerald Frye closed the meeting with
prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“Gracious words are like a
honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and
health to the body."

Proverbs 16:24 ESV

One thing I know: the only
ones among you who will be
really happy are those who
will have sought and found
how to serve.

Albert Schweitzer

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Contributed by Delores Campbell

Setting the Fields on Fire
At song practice one Monday
night, Billy Wayne and Will McRary
started talking about the time they
almost set the woods on fire. Billy
told of how he had set some grass
afire in the garden. Then the wind
started blowing, causing the fire to
burn in a circle—and he was caught
in the middle.
He said that he prayed, “Please,
God, don’t let the woods catch on
fire or let the neighbors get hurt. If
you have to take anyone, take me.”
Someone called the fire
department and just before the truck
came, the wind stopped blowing and
the fire went out right at the edge of
the woods.
Will then told
about the time he
set a fire outside
with some
gasoline in a
field and caught
a bunch of rats
on fire.
Everywhere they
ran, they kept on spreading the fire.
Eric Wood told about dropping a
cigarette in some mulch that his
mother had put in her flower garden.
It caught her flower garden on fire.
Eric was not at song practice. He
told this story when the trailer
caught on fire beside the Ebenezer
graveyard.
Will’s story brought to mind the
story of Samson and the three
hundred foxes. We got the Bible
down and read in Judges 15:4 about
this. As they started to go home, the
person who turned out the lights
stumbled into something and said,
“Who put that there?”
Eric Wood is Jimmy’s brother.
Will had Mary Lynn and Billy

Wayne rolling in laughter. Gerald
Frye missed out on this by not
coming to song practice. They
thought that he or Zetta Mae might
be sick again. I seem to remember
an old timey song about “He will set
the fields on fire.” Maybe this was
what started the storytelling.

Something to Pray About,
con’t
(Continued from page 2)

The church is called to speak out
against all sin, all evil, and all injustice.
But, we do not only point out these
things, we work to overcome them—in
and through government, and in and
through the work we do in our local
churches and communities, and in our
jobs. The government is mainly there to
“keep the order.” Government cannot
save or help everyone. But “there are
millions of things that the church should
be getting into that the rulers of the
world either don’t bother about or
don’t have the resources to
support.” (ibid, p. 230)
Remember what Christ said, “Very
truly I tell you, whoever believes in me
will do the works I have been doing, and
they will do even greater things than
these, because I am going to the
Father.” (John 14:12, NIV)
We have done “greater things than
these.” Why look for miracles that occur
by the “laying on of hands” or “speaking
in tongues” spontaneously? Look at

what we have done using our Christian
desire to help people and to learn how
God’s physical world works, and
because we wanted to spread the
gospel message around the world.
Medical science and procedures have
saved untold lives and healed millions;
we can fly (in planes), we can move
quickly from place to place (cars, trains,
ships), we can communicate with
people around the world (phones,
internet, Bibles translated into
thousands of languages), we have
visited the moon and sent probes deep
into outer space; and the most
equitable and prosperous nation in the
world was built upon a foundation of
Christian principles.
This is not our permanent home
(yet), but it is where Christ is working
through us to establish God’s kingdom.
This is our training ground to be corulers with the Lord in the coming
millennial kingdom. So why aren’t we
the leaders of industry—all of them,
from manufacturing and farming to
entertainment and communication to
scientific research and medical science?
Our Christian influence should be felt in
all aspects of life on this earth. We truly
do need to be courageous about our
faith. The Kingdom is NOW.

Suggested reading:
Simply Jesus: A New Vision of Who He
Was, What He Did, And Why He
Matters by N. T. Wright, c2011

Food Pantry Needs
We are collecting all nonperishable food
items for the Food Pantry. Place the
items in the box in the hallway. We
thank you for your generosity.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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March Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - MARCH





1st—Charlie Mullinax



3rd—Michael Smith



7th—Trena Kirby, Kim Knepp



8th—Kevin Lane, Judy McCrary



10th—Bryan Turner



12th—Margaret Smith



13th—Clair Gilbert, Andrew Sims



14th—Wayne Ellis, Jerry Helton



16th—Rachel Adams, Sarah Adams



17th—Jimmy Stone



18th—Angie Adams



20th—Tracy McRary



25th—Jordan Ellis



26th—Emily Kohnle, Cody Thompson



28th—Amanda McRary



29th—Rene Huffman, Cindy Sears



30th—Shawn Baker

4th Hannah Abernethy
11th Payton Lyda
18th P. A. Burson, IV
25th Samantha Stone

Nursery Schedule - MARCH
4th

8:30 Missy Mullinax & Casey Mullinax
11:00 Nancy Sears

11th

10:30 Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary
Teresa Herman

19th

8:30 Heather Stone & Kim Ellis
11:00 Kay Gilbert

25th

8:30 Boyd & Emily Johnson
11:00 JoAnn Knepp
8:30
11:00

Happy Anniversary!


28th—Michael & Margaret Smith

Laughter is God’s hand
on a troubled world.
Minnie Pearl

Our Military

Please pray for the
men and women who
protect our freedoms.

Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jason Nichol
Christopher Satterwhite
James Starbuck

Sunday School Classes & Leaders
Nursery — Nancy Sears, Frieda & Jim Farr, Missy Mullinax
Preschool—Butterfly Class — Natasha Haas, Jamie Smith;
Assistants: Beth Lane, Kay Gilbert
K, 1st, 2nd—Explorers Class — Marsha McRary; Assistants:
Dawn Yount, Teresa Simmons
3rd, 4th, 5th—Lighthouse Class — Celeste Creasemen;
Assistant: Warren Bumgarner
Middle School—The Rock — Kim Ellis; Assistants: Joshua
Bowman, Tammy Adams
High School—Christ Driven Teens — Joe Sims, Natasha
Haas; Assistants: Steve Kohnle, Whitney Sims
Young Adults—Under Grace—David Abernethy
Adults—Pairs and Spares — Barbara Miller, Cindy Sears
Adults—Rainbow Class — Bleaka Hollar
Adults—Women’s Bible Class — Susan Brown, Cathy
Huffman, Barbara Ferguson, Mildred Tolbert
Adults—Heavenly Sonlighters — Bob Sears, Tom Harrison,
Leonard Teague, Larry Shook
We have a Bible study class for you at Ebenezer!
Small group studies are also available. Just ask.
We have Wednesday evening classes, too.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Fundraisers in March

Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in Jan/Feb:

Boston Butts for Easter

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!

Heavenly Sonlighters Class
Women’s Bible Class

We are selling precooked Boston
Butts (ham) for
Easter to help raise
money for the
annual Costa Rica
Mission Trip.

We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones
again on Thursday, March 15th.
We start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when
they are all gone. It doesn’t take
long! So call early or pre-order on
Wednesday by calling:

In Honor of Randy McRary by:

Please call:

396-7924

Marsha McRary

Barbara Frye at 396-7924 or the

396-9491

Church Office at 396-2214 to place
you order on or before

396-2214 (church office; 8:30-1:00
pm)

Sunday, April 1st.

We deliver orders of 10
or more. Proceeds
support our yearly
mission trip to and work
in Costa Rica.

In Memory of Talmadge
Williams by:
Heavenly Sonlighters Class

In Memory of Eula Looper by:

In Honor of Gary Paul
Campbell’s 35th Birthday on
March 6th by:
Delores Campbell

His Obsession Is Us
His eyes are upon us
His arms are around us
His hands carry us
His love surrounds us
His plans are for us
His mercy shelters us
His grace provided for us
His Christ died for us
His heaven is prepared for us
His promise is to come for us
ALL FOR US!
Darren McCrary

A Thank you
From Karen Reid, Marsha McRary, and
the staff of Pendry’s Funeral Home in
Lenoir: we thank everyone who made
donations to our Coat Drive for the
homeless this year (2011). The
donations were given to the Soup
Kitchen, the Caldwell Shelter Home,
Kwanzaa Family Inn,
and Bethel Colony.
They were most
grateful for all the
donations. With your
help, the community
will be blessed with
warmth this winter.

Pick up date and time is:

Good Friday, April 6th,
from 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Spring Fling Sweetheart Banquet
Saturday March 10th
The annual youth fundraiser that usually occurred around Valentine’s Day
was delayed because of construction work. But it is back! Tickets are on sale
now. See one of our youth to buy one at $15 per person; $20 for a combined
menu plate (See below). You must have a ticket to attend.

Menu
Teriyaki Chicken or Prime Rib
Baked potato, roll, salad, drink, and dessert
Seating times are 5:30 or 7:00 p.m.
To-go orders will be available.
Babysitting is available at $5 per child.
Funds raised will be used to help our youth pay for
their trip to Look Up Lodge this summer. This is a
great opportunity for them to grow closer to the
Lord and to each other. Thank you for supporting our youth!

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists
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Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship

4

Men’s Group—
11
3 PM, see p. 2
Church Council—
4:30 PM, see p. 2

19

26

18
CLC Consecration—
3:00 PM, see p. 2

25

Daylight Savings Time Begins

Mon

Sun

27

20

13
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Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC

Tue

28
Prayer Group—9 AM

21
Prayer Group—9 AM

14
Prayer Group—9 AM

7
Prayer Group—9 AM

Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Adult, Children’s, Young Adult
Bible studies

Wed

29

22

15
Ham Biscuit Sale—
6:00 AM ‘til gone!,
see p. 6

8

1

Thu

Fri

30

23

16

9

2
World Day of Prayer

March 2012

31

24

17

10
Sweetheart Banquet,
see p. 6
Set clocks ahead 1
hour tonight!

3
Jamie Smith Wedding
Shower, 2-4 p.m.

Sat

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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