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Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane
Greetings,
By the time you receive this newsletter, the family and I will be
off on vacation. We all need to get away for a while and rekindle our
relationships with family. Beth and I have been planning this trip for
some time, and we are grateful for this opportunity. Life passes way too fast, and
before we know it, the children are grown and we wish that we had spent more
time together.
The same can happen with our spiritual life. Too often we become so busy and
pre-occupied with life’s activities that we fail to live. We focus on those things that
we believe will bring us happiness and satisfaction, but often the reality is that
they only lead to discontentment, stress, and worry. Later, we reflect back, and
wish that we had been more involved and focused more on the things that are
truly important.
What we need is a vacation from the world and
the world’s pressure and stress. But where do we go,
and where do we turn? Jesus says, “Come to me ALL
who are weary and carrying heavy burdens and I will
give you rest.” Now that is the vacation that we all
need; one where we can cast aside our burdens and
worries, and find peace and rest.
That ship sails every Sunday. The one place that
we can go and put all our worries, cares and concerns behind us, and freely
worship and praise God is the church. I encourage you to give it a try; not just
once, but try for a period of time, and get involved. There is much to do, and many
ways to become active. Unlike the vacation that our family is taking, this vacation
is free and the benefits are endless.

Sunday Services

We may not be able to completely escape the world and the pressures and

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)

(Continued on page 4)

● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)

OFFICE HOURS:

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

Monday—Friday:
8:30a—1:00p
Fri. 2:30-5:00p (if needed.)

● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult &
Children’s.

Methodist Women

Church’s e-mail: eumc@ebenezerum-church.org

Phone: 396-2214

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings
VBS Meeting
Anyone interested in helping with
Vacation Bible School this year is
encouraged to attend the planning
meeting on Sunday, June 2nd at 5:00
p.m. VBS is scheduled for the week of
July 14th this year.

United Methodist Men
The men’s group will meet on Sunday,
June 9th at 2:00 p.m. All men of the
church are invited to attend.

Church Council
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Something to Pray About

by Cindy Sears

“Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you
there when they mailed Him to the tree? Oh! Sometimes it
causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when
they crucified my Lord?”—old African-American spiritual

I Was
There

Recently, I was reminded that there are still people out there who try to
twist God’s word to prove that “white” people are superior to “black” people
and Jews and the Chinese and on and on. This caused me to remember an
incident that happened at the Granite Falls Library decades ago when I
worked there as a library clerk. A couple came in asking for books on Hitler,
and I led them to that section. The woman picked up one of the biographies
and said, “I think Hitler was one of the greatest men who ever lived!”

Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, June 9th at 4:30 p.m. All
members of the church are invited to
attend. Please contact Warren Bumgarner
or Cindy Sears if you have something that
needs to be discussed, so that it can be
added to the agenda before the meeting.

I must have gotten a look of horror on my face, because she continued
with an explanation, saying that, “The Jews are the cause of the ruination of
the world, you know.”

United Methodist Women

To which my rejoinder was, “The Jews and the Roman Empire—and if
they hadn’t done it, someone else would have; because my Lord came to die
for my sins.”

The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
June 23rd at 7:00 p.m. Dawn Yount
will present the program. Kim Ellis and
Gwen Teague are in charge of
refreshments. All women of the church
are invited to attend.

This past week, I suddenly
realized that I was there
that day, and I did yell,
“Crucify him!” How can
that be?

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for
us.
—Romans 5:8 NKJV

I replied (or should I say, God’s Holy Spirit replied), “My Lord was a Jew.”
She then said, “The Jews killed our Lord, you know.”

The conversation ended at that point, but remembering that instance
opened my eyes to a greater truth. Not long ago, we were discussing the
death of Jesus in our Sunday school class, and one person said that she was
not at all certain that she would not have been
one of those people in the crowd yelling,
“crucify him,” if she had been there that day.
This past week, I suddenly realized that I was
there that day, and I did yell, “Crucify him!” How
can that be?
In my reading about God and his omnipresence,
and reading the book “Mere Christianity” by C.
S. Lewis and his explanation of God as an eternal
being, who is not “time-bound;” I saw God as
living every moment in the NOW. There is no
past or future—only the present to God. So,
whenever I defy God, I am literally (not metaphorically) standing in the crowd
on the day Jesus was condemned and screaming, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”
And I also stand beneath the cross, mocking him (See Luke 23:21, 35-37).
But Jesus, bloodied and in pain (both physical and spiritual pain I will
never know), looks down from that cross and says, “Father, forgive [her], for
[she] does not know what [she] is doing” (See Luke 23:34).
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God
(Continued on page 3)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — May 19th, 2013
Attendees: Ricky & Shawn Baker, Warren
Bumgarner (Chair), Kim Ellis, Boyd &
Margaret Fairchild, Chris Haas, Jo Nell
Harrison, Bleaka Hollar, Keith Keener, Eric
Lane (Pastor), Judy McCrary, Marsha
McRary, Jeff Smith.

Warren Bumgarner called the
meeting to order and read from 1
Thessalonians 5: 8-11 about how we are
to encourage one another; then he
opened with prayer.
Warren asked us to review the
minutes and asks for corrections. The
minutes were accepted as written.
JoNell reviewed the financial
statement. Warren confirmed that the
financial report was okay, but we are
running over on electricity and propane.
The propane should balance out, but we
were guessing when we put the budget
together and should do better with the
budget for next year. JoNell stated that
we are doing okay on income and on our
spending, however, we still need to be
careful with our money. It was
mentioned that Kim said she may go
over on the VBS budget. It was noted
that the youth are not planning an out of
state mission trip, and plan on working
within the local community; so they may
not use their budget this year, but we do
not want to reduce the amount for next
year.
Warren said that he is willing to
take digital pictures of our members, and
it was suggested that we put a note in the
next newsletter about coming in to have
a picture taken for the church directory.
People can contact the office if they
need to have a picture made or provide a
hard copy or a digital (mp3) photo for us
to use. Also contact the office if you do
not want your information in the
directory.
The brochure that Bleaka is coming
up with will have to be printed on
heavier paper to be mailed, but if they
are not mailed, then it can be printed on
regular paper. Eric said that he can get
them folded.
Eric mentioned the loaning out of
tables and chairs. The plastic tables and
chairs can be loaned to church members
for functions, but the motion was made

by Warren that the request must go
through the Trustees to get them. Chris
Haas seconded; the motion was passed.
Warren Bumgarner volunteered to
look into the phone tree situation and
report back to the council.
It was stated that Lucas Teague,
Chair of the Trustees, needs to follow up
on signs for the church and their
locations.

New Business:
Eric will present a proposal in the
near future for building a classroom in
the old fellowship hall, and converting
the middle room into a parlor or pastor’s
study.
Marcia closed the meeting in prayer.
Minutes edited by Cindy Sears.

“The task ahead of us is never as great
as the Power behind us.”

Taste of GRACE
Agriculture & Food Festival

Say it. Taste it. Live it.
June 8, 2013
11:00 AM—3:00 PM
(Food available from 11:30
AM—1:30 PM)
Grace Chapel UMC
4336 Grace Chapel Rd
Granite Falls NC 28630

Admission: $2
10 & under FREE
Proceeds benefit the backpack
program to feed local children

Guest Performances,
Live Harvest Show &
Local Eats

3

Something..., con’t
(Continued from page 2)

did not send His Son into the world
to condemn the world, but that the
world through Him might be
saved” (John 3:16-17).
Through the grace of God, I
believe. Through the sacrificial love
of Jesus Christ, my Lord and my God,
I am no longer condemned. “He who
believes in Him is not condemned;
but he who does not believe is
condemned already…” (See John
3:18). “There is therefore now no
condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according
to the Spirit” (Romans 8:1).
Please, Lord, help me to stop
yelling, “Crucify him!” as I live out
this life you have so graciously given
to me. Amen.


YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Our Youth group is gearing up
for a fantastic summer of
mission work, Bible study, and
fun!
Plans include:

Carowinds Trip
Local Missions Week
Vacation Bible School
Tubing in the Mountains
And much more!
Contact our
Youth group
leaders, Chris or
Tasha Haas for
more information
at
754-8193 or
781-4530.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Pastor’s Corner, con’t
(Continued from page 1)

stress that it brings to our lives; but we can escape for a short time each
week and go on a vacation with God. I can promise you that, if you decide
to take the trip, your life will begin to change. You will find the strength to
make it through the week, and you will begin to look forward to your next
vacation which starts every Sunday morning.
I hope that you and your family will take time this summer to get away
as a family, and just enjoy being together. I also hope that you will take
advantage of our church services to escape from the world and spend time
with God each and every week. I see this as a time of preparation for when
we will be praising God for eternity.
Blessings, and see you soon,
Rev. Eric Lane



If you need a pastor while Eric is
away, call Howard Fleming at 1st
UMC in Granite Falls at 396-1011.
Our Lay Leader, Bleaka Hollar, is
also available to help. Her number is
396-3935.

Introducing Caitlin…”Hey, Ebenezer UMC!”

Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in May:

In Memory of Edna Burns by:
Heavenly Sonlighters Class
Leonard & Jeanette Teague
In Memory of Our Mothers,
Agnes Sharpe & Virginia McRary
by:
Larry & Alice Hill
In Loving Memory of Our
Mothers Nell Brookshire &
Thelma Coffey by:
Patty & J. B. Coffey
In Memory of Keith McCrary by:
Kim Knepp
In Memory of Lori Tolbert by:
Blanche Kohnle
In Honor of Delores Campbell’s
76th Birthday on June 26th by:
Gary Paul & Billy Wayne Campbell

I am so excited to be serving with you all this summer as your Duke Ministry Intern! Here's the funny thing – Duke
Divinity has this program called “Pre-Enrollment Field Education,” which allows an entering Divinity student to have an
extra opportunity to serve in a church, so I will actually be starting my first year in seminary this August.
I would like to share a little about myself. Although I was born and raised in Raleigh, NC, my
heart has always felt led to the mountains, and I wound up at Appalachian State University. After
much struggle with deciding on a major, from Accounting to Actuarial Science, I finally completed
a degree in Psychology and graduated this May.
This past year I had the privilege of singing and beat boxing with one of Appalachian’s allfemale a cappella groups, Ear Candy. But during most of my college career, I spent the majority of
my time serving alongside students at the Appalachian Wesley Foundation. There, I was able to
have a taste of various aspects of ministry, through leading and participating in planning teams
ranging from service activities to prayer, to worship, and retreats. Through my experiences with
Wesley, I have begun to delve deeper into exploring what it means to be in Christian community
and my calling into ministry. This campus ministry is where I discovered a love for reading and
discussing theology as well as an appreciation for different interpretations and understandings of the Bible.
Aside from studying and reading, I love to hunt for new and up and coming music! I have a very eclectic taste and I
have a hobby for introducing and spreading some of my favorite recent tunes by making mix CDs for others. (If you
would like one, let me know!) I am looking forward to meeting you all and walking through life together this summer.
Blessings,
Caitlin Tremper

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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June Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - JUNE
2nd Payton Lyda



9th Austin Teague



1st—Joan Pennell

16th Makayla Settlemyre



3rd—Dustin Kirby, Melissa Wilson



23rd Kevin Miller

6th—Ethan Haas



7th—Sidney Austin, William McRary



8th—Margaret Fairchild, Becky Yount



9th—Gerald Frye, Beth Lane



10th—Mary Lynn Pennell



13th—Kim Ellis



16th—Casey Knepp



22nd—Nathan Adams



23rd—Theia McRary



25th—Barbara Miller



26th—Sharon Bowman



28th—Teresa Herman, Boyd Johnson,
Ragan Knepp



29th—Susan Brown



30th—Austin Teague

30th Samantha Stone

Nursery Schedule - JUNE
2nd

11:00 Nancy Sears
9th

20th—Boyd & Emily Johnson



20th—Jimmy & Heather Stone



22nd—Dwight & Rosalind Kelley



22nd—Rex & Gwen Teague



24th—Chris & Tasha Haas



28th—Jim & Freida Farr

16th

Vacation Bible School is coming
up the week of July 14—18.
Our director, Kim Ellis, is asking
for donations of magazines (preferably
glossy types with lots of pictures) to use
in one of the crafts for that week.
Recycle your old magazines through
VBS this year! Place the donations on
one of the benches in the old Fellowship
Hall. Thank you!

8:30 Heather Stone & Kim Ellis
11:00 Joann Knepp

23rd

8:30 Keith & Susan Keener
11:00 Beth Lane

30th

8:30 Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary
11:00 Natasha Haas

Our Military

New Definition: Egotist—someone who is usually
me-deep in conversation.

VBS Material Request

8:30 Cheryl Vosdingh & Tammy Adams
11:00 Kay Gilbert

Happy Anniversary!


8:30 Beth Hernandez & Jessica Haas

Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Paul Coffey
Joey Deal
Andy Gaillard
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner

New Directory Photos
We need photos for a new church
directory. Please send us a picture of your
family (not copyrighted) by e-mail as a
jpg or other photo file or provide us with
a hard copy to scan and then return to
you. We can use individual photos also,
but a family photo is best for the
directory (meaning everyone who lives at
the same address). Warren Bumgarner is
willing to take photos of you or your
family if you need one made. Thank you!

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Jason Nichol
James Starbuck
Hunter Tolbert

Church bulletin BLOOPER:
“Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were
married on October 24 in the church.
So ends a friendship that began in their
school days.”

UMW Cookbooks/Flavoring
Cookbooks are available
for $10. Flavoring is $2.75 per
bottle. See Cindy Sears or Kim
Ellis to buy.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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June Fundraisers & Events
Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!

Father’s Day Breakfast

We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones
AND gravy biscuits AND fried fruit
pies on Thursday, June 20th. We
start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they
are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So
call early or pre-order on
Wednesday by calling:

We will honor our fathers by
serving a continental breakfast on

Sunday
June 16th
9:30—10:00 AM
Please join us in the Christian
Life Center after the first worship
service. Enjoy the food AND tell all
the men how much we appreciate
them as fathers and workers for the
kingdom of God.

396-7924
313-9996
396-2214 (church office; Mon.-Fri.
8:30-1:00 pm)
We deliver orders of 10 or more.
Proceeds support our
yearly mission trip to
and work in Costa Rica.
Yum! Yum!

Biscuit Sale Price List
Old friends are
GOLD! New friends
are DIAMOND!

Come and help us celebrate with the Mom to be;

Heather Helton.

If you get a Diamond,
don’t forget the Gold,
because to hold a
Diamond, you always
need a base of Gold.

$2.00_____Ham or Sausage
$2.50_____Ham or Sausage with
egg
$2.00_____Egg

June 8, 2013
3—5 PM
Christian Life Center
Ebenezer UMC
Given by her mother,
Loretta Helton

$1.50_____Jelly
$2.00_____Gravy
$2.50_____Gravy with Sausage
$2.00_____Fried Apple Pie
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17
18
Food Ministry Prep & Prayer Group—9 AM
Delivery—5 PM

9
UMM—2 PM
Church Council—
4:30 PM, see p. 2

16

30

23
24
UMW—7 PM, see p. 2

see p. 6

Breakfast,

3

2
VBS Meeting—5 PM,
see p. 2

25
Prayer Group—9 AM

11
Prayer Group—9 AM

4
Prayer Group—9 AM

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship

Tue

Mon

26

19

12

5

Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Children &
Adult Bible studies

Wed

27

20
Ham Biscuit Sale—6
AM ‘til gone!
see p. 6

13

6

Thu

June 2013

Sun

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC

28

21

14

7

Fri

29
Stafford Party—3 PM

22

15

8
Helton Baby Shower
—3-5 PM, see p. 6

1

Sat

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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