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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” Matthew 28:19
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Sunday Services
● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)

The other week, I read a passage from Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3:
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven:
a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
a time to seek, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to throw away;
a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time for war, and a time for peace.
With the beginning of summer, our thoughts turn to vacation
and family time. I truly hope that you will choose to spend
Our moments together are
time together and enjoy being with your family. Our
moments together are precious and it seems that we
precious and it seems that
never have enough of them. So enjoy the summer and
we never have enough of
enjoy
spending time with one another.
them.
And don’t forget to give thanks to God for allowing us the
time we have to be together. It is important to spend time
together as a family, but be sure to include God in your activities. Much too often we
become busy with other things in life and either forget God, or only give Him our leftovers.
The Bible reminds us to give God our first fruits; so as you prepare to enjoy your time this
summer, make God a priority and your family’s time together will be even more enjoyable.
God bless,

Eric Lane

● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)
● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

OFFICE HOURS:

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.
Alzheimer’s Support Group
at Brockford Inn

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult,
Children’s.

Tues.-Fri. 8:30—1:00p
Wed & Fri. 2:00—4:30p

● 7:00p. Synago—(grades 9—12)

Phone: 396-2214

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings
Church Council
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, June 10th at 4:30 p.m. All
members of the church are invited to
attend.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
June 24th at 7:00 p.m. Dawn Yount will
present the program and Kim Ellis &
Gwen Teague will provide refreshments.
All women of the church are invited to
attend.

Something to Pray About

We continue to request donations to help
pay for building another house in
Bolivia. Eric and the team will be going
down in July. The goal is $3500. As of
the end of May, we have received
$1,184.

Table and Chair Fund
The Church Council has decided that it
will be better to raise the money to buy
new banquet tables and chairs for the
Christian Life Center, instead of adding
to the cost of the mortgage for the new
facility. You may designate your gifts to
the “Table Chair Fund” in the “Other”
field on the offering envelopes. Thank
you for your support.

Exclude religion from education
and you have no foundation upon
which to build moral character.
—Elliot.

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info.

by Cindy Sears

“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through Me... At that day you will
know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in
you.
—John 14:6, 20 NKJV

The Goal

I was watching a video at www.colsoncenter.org (I think) the other day,
which was produced and supplied by www.catholicTV.com. A priest was
talking about living out the Christian life. He kept telling his listeners to
remember the goal is “getting to heaven.” Is that true? Is
the goal of being a Christian to get into heaven? Do we
become Christians just for that “ticket to heaven?”
No. I don’t think so. “Getting to heaven” is a side benefit of
being a Christian—a glorious, wonderful, magnificent
reward—but still a side benefit of knowing Christ as Lord
and Savior. The real goal for a Christian is a right
relationship with the LORD God, creator and sustainer of

Special Requests
Bolivia House
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the universe.
Current neurological research is showing how believing in a God and
praying and meditating can lead to beneficial physical and neurological
changes in our bodies. This shows how we are “wired” to worship God, of
course. But the writers of the book I am reading (How God Changes Your
Brain by Newberg and Waldman) say that the act of meditating on God or
one’s version of God is sufficient. Belief in the one, true God and His Son are
not necessary to reap the benefits of religious belief. Leaving God out of the
equation may lead to beneficial changes while here on earth; yet those
benefits will not be sustainable. And why do all that work yourself, when faith
provides the benefits for free? Here
we go again—trying to do it on our
“Getting to heaven” is a
own and leave God out. Hubris—
side benefit of being a
pride—rules again. Let’s pray that
Christian...
this author does not give people
more excuses for leaving God out.
As Christians, we can point out that true belief has eternal consequences,
not just temporal physical benefits. Yet seeing Christianity as just a “get in
free” card at the pearly gates is just as bad as no belief at all. That belittles the
sacrifice that Jesus, the Son, made on the cross. Even though as believers, we
don’t need to worry about getting to heaven; there is much more to celebrate
about being “born again.” When we accepted Jesus, the Son of God, as our
Lord and Savior “heaven came down, and glory filled our souls.” Our
relationship with the Triune God was healed. Our rebellious nature begins to
be changed through the power of the Holy Spirit. Our Father in heaven
adopted us as sons and daughters. We immediately entered “the happy land
of the Trinity” where the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit dwell and have
(Continued on page 5)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — May 20th, 2012
Attended by: Warren Bumgarner, Patty
Coffey, Kim Ellis, Boyd Fairchild, Barbara
Ferguson, Jo Nell Harrison, Dwight Kelley,
Shane Kelley, Joanne Knepp, Eric Lane,
Marsha McRary, Phyllis Minton, Bob Sears,
Cindy Sears, Kenny Silver, Whitney Sims,
Lucas Teague, plus Keith Bradford, Wayne
Ellis, Margaret Fairchild, Gerald Frye.

Warren called the meeting to order
and read from Matthew 10:7+. As long
as we are doing God’s work, we will be
taken care of; therefore we can step out
in faith. Warren then opened the meeting
with prayer.
Minutes from the previous meeting
were accepted as written.
Warren brought up discussion of the
garbage that was generated for the
barbecue. Wayne Ellis said that we had a
trailer, so the trash was not a problem
for that event. Wayne said we normally
generate about 2 bags of trash per week
and we have a volunteer taking the trash
off each week. At this point, we decided
to not hire a garbage collection service.
Kim picked up a few things for the
barbecue, but she said we need more
racks for the glasses. She did not have a
report on any other kitchen items needed
at this time. We still need storage items.
She will give a report later.
Next discussion was about having
the floor buffed and polished once a
month. Eric suggested we use the man
suggested by the Trustees one time and
see how well he does it. Kim had a quote
from another company for doing it every
six weeks. There was general discussion.
Warren suggested we get the floor done
one more time and see how well it holds
up. Jo Nell said we should do it right
before a function, instead of every
month or every six weeks. It was
decided to table this for now, and have it
done before the next function.
Kim said that the blinds for the CLC
classrooms have arrived. She has asked
Kevin Simmons and Daniel to put them
up if they had some time one day.

Lucas Teague, Chair of the
Trustees, took the floor. Three options
were presented for mowing and grounds
maintenance. The lowest quote was $70
a week, which includes weed eating and
cleaning up the parking lot from Artistic
Design Landscapes. Lucas gave us some
more information, which included tree
trimming and soil tests and mulching,
etc. Jo Nell made a motion we accept the
mowing at $70 per week if needed. We
may add other services as needed. Kim
made a second. Motion carried.
Next Lucas presented the Trustees
recommendations for renting the CLC,
etc. For Members: free to use the
sanctuary or CLC with $50 deposit
(returnable if clean-up is satisfactory).
Non-members will be charged $100 for
CLC with $50 deposit (returnable if
cleaned up properly). The sanctuary
would also cost $100. Use of the sound
system would need to be prearranged
with a member of the church. Renters
will not be able to use the sound system
without supervision. Warren asked who
would be in charge of collecting the
money and who would make sure it was
cleaned up properly? Lucas suggested
that Kim be the “inspector.” No decision
was made about the money collection.
Gerald Frye made a motion that we
accept the proposed charges. Wayne and
Phyllis made a second. Motion carried.
A checklist of responsibilities for those
who use our facilities will be prepared
later.
Jo Nell asked if we had plans to rent
the court for basketball tournaments or
practices. There does not seem to be a
need for that at this time, but a member
of the church should be at all such
events to supervise. Lucas said that we
need signs to keep people from bringing
weapons into the church, because a
pistol was found on the kitchen counter
recently. Signs will be prepared and
displayed.
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Warren commented that we should
not be leaving the CLC doors open
between the old fellowship hall and the
new CLC because these are fire doors.
We will check on the code for this (Jo
Nell). We ask that our people keep these
doors closed except when moving
furniture in and out of the CLC.
Jo Nell presented the budget report.
Jo Nell found out that we had not added
insurance on the new CLC, so she
bought more insurance to cover it. We
have gone over budget on several things,
but some of it may even out later. We
have spent about $10,000 more than we
have taken in at this point.
Jo Nell said that we will begin
mortgage payments on June 16th. She
went over the total cost of the building,
etc. We now have deeds for all the
property. We came under our budgeted
amount by about $29,000.
Bob asked if we really need more
tables and chairs for the CLC. Kim said
that we only have 143 chairs that can be
used out there, and we have to pull
tables and chairs from other parts of the
building for larger functions or events.
Kim has priced for some round tables
and some chairs. Twelve tables and 96
chairs will cost approximately $1011,000 dollars. Jo Nell suggested we set
up a special fund, and request donations
to help pay for this.
Jo Nell made a motion to start a
Chair and Table Fund. Marsha
seconded. Kim suggested a total of
$12,000 as a goal. Motion carried.
Upon Warren’s request, Cindy
closed the meeting with prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.

We cannot serve God
and mammon, but we
can serve God with
mammon.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Caldwell Hospice Opportunities
Learn at Lunch: Volunteer Opportunities
at Caldwell Hospice
June 6, 2012
Meeting Room A, Robbins Center, 526 Pine Mountain Rd., Hudson
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Presenter: Volunteer Coordinator Brittany Bonn
LEARN AT LUNCH meets the first Wednesday of each quarter (March, June,
September, December) from noon to 1:30 p.m. Lunch is provided. With
different grief-related topics, Learn at Lunch offers a good healing opportunity
for anyone who has experienced the loss of a loved one.

Adult Volunteer Training
June 19 and 21
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Meeting Room B, Robbins Center, 526 Pine Mountain Rd., Hudson
Topics include the hospice philosophy and standards of care, the Caldwell
Hospice and Palliative Care history, family dynamics when a loved one is
dying, communication and safety procedures, best responses to dying
patients’ wishes and the wishes of their families, and other practical subjects.
Participants should plan to attend both sessions; Caldwell Hospice will provide
lunch both days.
For more information or to register, contact Volunteer Coordinator Brittany
Bonn at 828.754.0101.

Care in the Final Hours, an End-of-Life Nursing
Education Consortium Session
June 28
Meeting Room A, Robbins Center, 526 Pine Mountain Rd., Hudson
6 to 8 p.m.
The actual time of death creates unique issues beyond those encountered
during the course of illness. Learn the preparations necessary to ensure best
care at this critical event. This is a FREE learning opportunity for healthcare
professionals. A light dinner will be available for $5. E-mail
tcarriker@caldwellhospice.org or call 828.754.0101 to register (and to let us
know if you want dinner) before Friday, June 22.
CNAs, MOAs, and other healthcare professionals can earn two contact
hours. NPs, RNs, and LPNs can earn two CEUs. This continuing nursing
education activity was approved by the NC Nurses Association, an accredited
approver by the American Nurses Credentialling Center's Commission on
Accreditation.
See Rosalind Kelley for information or call the given numbers.
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The Baptist Cowboy
A cowboy, who just moved to
Wyoming from Texas, walks into a bar
and orders three mugs of Bud. He sits in
the back of the room, drinking a sip out
of each one in turn. When he finishes
them, he comes back to the bar and
orders three more.
The bartender approaches and tells
the cowboy, "You
know, a mug goes
flat after I draw
it. It would taste
better if you
bought one at a time."
The cowboy replies, "Well, you see,
I have two brothers. One is in Arizona,
the other is in Colorado. When we all
left our home in Texas, we promised that
we'd drink this way to remember the
days when we drank together. So I'm
drinking one beer for each of my
brothers and one for myself."
The bartender admits that this is a
nice custom, and leaves it there.
The cowboy becomes a regular in the
bar, and always drinks the same way. He
orders three mugs and drinks them in
turn.
One day, he comes in and only
orders two mugs. All the regulars take
notice and fall silent. When he comes
back to the bar for the second round, the
bartender says, "I don't want to intrude
on your grief, but I wanted to offer my
condolences on your loss."
The cowboy looks quite puzzled for
a moment, then light dawns in his eyes
and he laughs.
"Oh, no, everybody's just fine," he
explains, "It's just that my wife and I
joined the Baptist Church and I had to
quit drinking."
"Hasn't affected my brothers
though."
Submitted by Darren McCrary (copied).

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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June Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - JUNE



3rd Austin Teague
10th Samantha Stone



1st—Joan Pennell



3rd—Dustin Kirby, Melissa Wilson



6th—Ethan Haas



7th—Sidney Austin, William McRary



8th—Margaret Fairchild



9th—Gerald Frye, Beth Lane



10th—Mary Lynn Pennell



13th—Kim Ellis



16th—Casey Knepp



22nd—Nathan Adams, Austin Griffin



23rd—Theia McRary



25th—Barbara Miller, Chris Thompson



26th—Sharon Bowman



27th—Alaura Griffin, Taylor Griffin



28th—Cara Benge, Ragan Knepp



29th—Susan Brown

8:30



30th—Austin Teague

11:00

17th Devon Lyda
24th Clair Gilbert

Nursery Schedule - JUNE
3rd

8:30 Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount
11:00 Rosalind Kelley

10th

8:30 Boyd & Emily Johnson
11:00 Wayne Ellis

17th

8:30 Teresa Simmons & Dawn Yount
11:00 Natasha Haas

24th

8:30 Cheryl Vosdingh & Tammy Adams
11:00 Nancy Sears

Happy Anniversary!


20th—Jimmy & Heather Stone



22nd—Dwight & Rosalind Kelley



22nd—Gwen & Rex Teague



28th—James & Freida Farr

Something to Pray About
(Continued from page 2)

always dwelled in perfect unity and harmony. What
can be any more heavenly than that? We live in
heaven now. As Christians, heaven dwells in us and
continually sanctifies us. And that bit of heaven
reaches out to the lost and the hurting and calls
them to come join us in “the happy land of the
Trinity”—the one, true family of God.

Our Military
Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jason Nichol
James Starbuck

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“I will not leave you orphans; I will
come to you. A little while longer
and the world will see Me no
more, but you will see Me.
Because I live, you will live also.”
—John 14:18, 19 NKJV

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in May:

In Memory of Zachary Cullop
by:
The Women’s Bible Class

In Memory of Don Starnes by:

Graduation Sunday Lunch
The youth will be serving Sunday
lunch on June 3rd after Sunday
school and the Second Worship
Service to raise money for Look Up
Lodge. We will be serving Chicken
Teriyaki, and the cost is donations. We
are still trying to raise about $1200, so
any donations are appreciated!

The Women’s Bible Class

In Honor of Cleo Clark by:
Hoke Clark

If you would like to sponsor a child
for camp, please see Whitney. Thank
you for supporting our youth!

Becky Clark
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June Fundraisers
Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!
We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones
again on Thursday, June 21st. We
start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they
are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So
call early or pre-order on
Wednesday by calling:
396-7924
396-9491
396-2214 (church office; 8:30-1:00
pm)

In Memory of Keith McCrary
by:

We deliver orders of 10 or more.
Proceeds support our yearly mission
trip to and work in
Costa Rica.

Becky Clark

Bake Sale
June 30th
8:30 a.m.—until

Yum! Yum!

For Costa Rica Mission Trip.
Oh, How Sweet!

Upcoming Events
Date with Daddy
June 9, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Lower Creek Baptist Church
The Caldwell Pregnancy Care Center are
selling tickets now for their annual
“Date with Daddy.” Tickets for dads are
$20—daughters are priceless! Please
call 757-9555 for more information. A
limited number of tickets are available,
so call soon!

Congratulations Grads!
Rachel Adams
Sarah Adams
Sidney Austin
Taylor Chester
Jacob Hambrick
Skylar Helton
Meredith Knepp
Seth McCrary
Jerry Parson
Emily Rhodes
Jacob Settlemyre
Amanda Simmons

College Grads:
Josh Bowman
Natasha Haas
Rebecca Hirt

Graduation Sunday
June 3rd
We will honor our high school and
college graduates on Sunday, June 3rd,
with a picture slide show and gifts for
the high school graduates.
Please join us as we honor their
achievements and pray that God will
remain a strong influence in our young
people’s lives as they step out into the
world or continue
their education.
We also thank
Margaret Fairchild
for the prayer
shawls (lap robes)
she made for our
high school
graduates.

Father’s Day Breakfast
9:30—10:00 AM
On Sunday morning, June 17th,
we will serve a continental breakfast
in honor of our fathers. Please join
us in the
Christian
Life Center
after the first
worship
service.

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists
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Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship

3

24
UMW—7 PM, p. 2

see p. 6

25

18

17

Breakfast,

11

10
Church Council—
4:30 PM, p. 2

Sunday
2nd Service,
see p. 6
Lunch, p. 6

Mon

Sun

Tue

26
Prayer Group—9 AM

19
Prayer Group—9 AM

12
Prayer Group—9 AM

27

20

13
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Summer
arrives!
Yeah!!

Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Adult,
Children’s, Youth
Bible studies

Wed

28

21
Ham Biscuits, see p. 6

14

7

Thu

June 2012

5
Prayer Group—9 AM

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

30
Bake Sale—8:30—
until, see p. 6

23
23

16

9
Settlemyre Family—
4-6:00 PM

2
Simmons & Adams—
time unknown

Sat

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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