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Sunday Services 

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary) 

● 9:50a Sunday School 

● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional) 

● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12) 

● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice 

● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United 

Methodist Women  

Greetings, 

At this time Emily Rhodes and I are in Montero, Bolivia. This 

year the surgeons have returned to perform much needed eye surgery 

to those who otherwise cannot afford the procedure, or would have to 

travel a great distance to see a surgeon. I ask for your continued prayers for God to 

guide their hands, because it is not the same as operating in the United States. They 

have to do without many helpful things we take for granted in the U. S. 

This year the weather is not co-operating with us. We are building another 

home in the village. We arrived on Monday and that afternoon we were in the 

village laying block on the home. But on Tuesday the rains came. We have been 

told that it is unusual to have this much rain now. We may have to build an ark. 

Because of the rain, we could not travel down the road to the village; it would have 

been impossible to work anyway. Yet, God is good, and we were able to help the 

doctors who needed some extra hands getting the patients ready for surgery. Emily 

prepped the patients, Lindsay and Patrick (who were helping us) were assigned to 

put in eye drops and assist in prepping, too. I was left to hunt down and hand out 

eye glasses and Bibles.  

Every person we see receives the Word of God--a Bible. For all those who have 

supported this mission work and have offered up prayers for the work here, I cannot 

thank you enough. I realize that there is much that must be done in our area, and we 

should not turn our back on the needs of our community. Still, if I could, I would 

find some way to give you a glimpse of the look on the faces of the people here 

who are waiting for help. They seem to be crying out for help. So, I thank you for 

your support.  

This year we received $10,000 that will go to projects in this area. There was 

$3,800 set aside for a home, $1,000 goes to the girls’ orphanage, and another 

$1,000 goes to the boys’ orphanage. Additionally there is a $1,000 scholarship that 

will go to a nursing student. The CSRA (Andean Counsel of Rural Health Agency), 

which is an organization under the umbrella of the United Methodist Church, will 
(Continued on page 4) 

Meetings  2 

Hid in My Heart 2 

Something to Pray About 2 

Church Council, June 9th   3 

Korean Armistice Event 3 

Story Time 4 

Special Giving 4 

Pastor’s Corner, con’t 4 

July Celebrations 5 

Congratulations to the Lydas 5 

Acolyte & Nursery Lists 5 

Military List 5 

Something...con’t 5 

July Fundraisers & Events 6 

Everywhere Fun Fair (VBS) 6 

Community Blood Drive 6 

Breakfast Biscuits Sale 6 

Biscuit Price List 6 

Calendar 7 

  

Inside this issue: 

Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane 

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES 

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting 

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 

● 5:30p.—New Life Rehearsal 

● 7:00p Bible  Study —Adult & 

Children’s. 

    “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”  Matthew 28:19 

OFFICE HOURS:   

 Monday—Friday:  

     8:30a—1:00p 

 Fri. 2:30-5:00p (if needed.) 

  Phone:  396-2214 

www.ebenezerum-church.org 

Church’s e-mail: eumc@ebenezerum-church.org 

“Tweet, tweet—VBS is coming! 

You are invited!”  See p. 6 
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Prayer Group Special Notice 
Tuesday’s prayer group will not meet on 

July 9th or 16th because of VBS 

preparations and use of the facilities. 

VBS Meetings 
July 7th—brief meeting of teachers of 3 

yr to high school age in the Middle 

School Sunday school class after the 1st 

service; July 9th at 6:30 PM—Craft 

workers meeting; July 11th at 6:30 

PM—Bible story characters meeting. 

United Methodist Men 
The men’s group will meet on Sunday, 

July 21st at 2:00 p.m. Roy Hamby will 

lead the devotions. All men of the church 

are invited to attend.  

Church Council 
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on  

Sunday, July 21st at 4:30 p.m. All 

members of the church are invited to 

attend. Please contact Warren Bumgarner 

or Cindy Sears if you have something that 

needs to be discussed, so that it can be 

added to the agenda before the meeting. 

United Methodist Women 
The UMW will meet again on Sunday, 

July 28th at 7:00 p.m.  Marsha McRary 

will present the program. Barbara 

Ferguson and Margaret Smith are in 

charge of refreshments. All women of the 

church are invited to attend. 

I think we forget that God does not care so much about our “happiness” 
or making our circumstances so nice that we always feel “happy.” What He 
cares most about is changing us back into the God-filled and God-manifesting 
creatures we were meant to be. We see in the Genesis story that man, 
created in the image of God, sinned unto death. In the New Testament 
Gospels, we see that God, in the image of man, redeemed unto life. So now 
God works to sanctify us—change us into the image of Christ, who is both 
God and man. He begins that work after we have let Him justify us through 
and in Christ Jesus.  

The ritual of baptism reveals this truth to us. Baptism by emersion is 
especially revealing. When we accept Jesus as Lord and Savior, we die with 
Christ and are buried. So now we are dead to sin. We rise with Christ, so that 
now we are living in Christ and like Him, we live for the glory of God. 
Therefore, we are no longer obligated to sin—no longer slaves to sin. Now we 
are slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:3-11).  

 “But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed 
from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. And having 
been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”   (Romans 6:17-
18 NKJV) 

We can live triumphantly in Christ if we remember that we are no longer 
obligated to sin. We cannot and should not claim that the “devil made us do 
it” when we fail to be obedient to God. As Christians, the Devil has no power 
to make us do anything!  

Are we still able to sin? Yes. Do we have to sin? No. Will we still sin? Yes. 
The lure of sin remains, and we retain our fallen bodies and minds. But we 
also have the power living within us to resist sin—the Holy Spirit’s power. 
Therefore, we can enter the conflict to win. Do not go into battle with an 
already defeated attitude! 

“For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power 
and of love and of self-discipline.”  (2 Timothy 1:7) 

How does this attitude play out in the world?  We become the salt, not 
just the light to our culture. We don’t just point out sin as sin, but we live 
righteously and our righteousness leavens the whole culture (see Luke 13:20-
21).  

Many Christians have failed to be the salt in our culture and, therefore, 
the meat has become putrid and the vegetables have lost their sweet savor 
(see Matthew 5:13). For instance, we left Hollywood to its own devices, 
letting evil minded men and women control it, instead of jumping in with 
both feet and using the film medium to encourage personal responsibility, 
self-discipline, and moral rectitude. The same goes for the other arts, 

(Continued on page 5) 

How do I hide God’s word in my 

heart? Memorize it! 

But now having been set free from 
sin, and having become slaves of 
God, you have your fruit to 
holiness, and the end, everlasting 
life.            —Romans 6:22   NKJV 

In the image 

of God 

Something to Pray About    
So God created man in His own image; in the 

image of God He created him; male and female 

He created them.     —-Genesis 1:27  NKJV 

by Cindy Sears  Meetings  

Church bulletin BLOOPER: 

At the evening service tonight, the 

sermon topic will be “What Is 

Hell?” Come early and listen to our 

choir practice. 
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agreed to choose several days and times 

when those interested can have their 

photographs made.  Mention was made 

that since Cindy is at the church more 

than most of us, and has access to a 

digital camera, perhaps she could take 

photographs as well.  Please contact the 

church office if you wish to have a 

picture made. 

Warren presented information 

regarding a “phone tree”, which would 

replace our Shepard program with 

automatic phone calls to keep church 

members informed. Phone Tree, which 

is located in Winston-Salem quoted a 

price that would cover a special modem 

and software.  This would be a one-time 

purchase.  Cindy had information about 

another system that charges a lower 

price, but is based on the number of 

users and has an annual charge.  Further 

discussion was tabled until the July 

meeting. 

Bleaka reported that the brochures 

are essentially done, and ready for 

printing and mailing. 

There are still no directory signs on 

the church campus to direct visitors. 

The tables have been ordered for the 

Rainbow classroom with a mid to late 

June delivery date. 

The proposal to construct a 

classroom in the Fellowship Hall is on 

hold due to budget and planning issues. 

The proposal to extend the church 

WiFi signal into the CLC is also on hold 

due to a lack of information. 

New Business 

It was reported that the CD player in 

the sanctuary was malfunctioning, and 

that it perhaps needs replacing.  We will 

follow up with this at the July meeting. 

Kim Ellis reported that a leaf blower 

has been purchased for housekeeping to 

use, which the council approved earlier. 

Jo Nell and Joann Knepp reported 

that not often, but occasionally, they had 

to sit and scratch their heads to 

understand and recall purchases that 

were made for the church.  In order to 

eliminate their confusion, and to 

simplify our accounting procedures, all 

purchases should flow through Jo Nell 

Attendees: Anthony Austin, Shawn Baker, 

Warren Bumgarner (Chair), Kim Ellis, 

Barbara Frye, Chris Haas, Jo Nell Harrison, 

Bleaka Hollar, Keith Keener, Dwight Kelley, 

Joann Knepp, Judy McCrary, Kristen 

Settlemyre, Linda Moretz, Roy Hamby, & 

Caitlin Tremper. 

 

Because of a power loss due to a 

storm, the meeting was moved to the 

CLC where more light was available 

through the windows. Warren opened 

the meeting at 4:40, read from Job 

22:28, and opened with prayer. 

Jo Nell reported that contributions 

are approximately $2000 behind where 

they should be at this time, and though 

the church's accounts look healthy, much 

of the money is already encumbered 

towards missions such as Costa Rica, 

and cannot be used for other purposes.  

She mentioned that we should be 

cautious with purchases and 

expenditures and continue to be good 

stewards of the church’s resources. 

Two situations continue to be an 

issue in the budget.  Our power usage is 

still higher than we anticipated, and our 

water bill is slightly over budget.  All of 

us MUST be more diligent about turning 

lights off when a room is not in use, and 

insuring that water is not left running to 

make sure that our resources are not 

being wasted.  Don't depend on someone 

else to do what we should each be doing 

as individuals. 

We are still over budget with office 

expenditures as well.  Most of this 

overage seems to be due to expenses 

associated with our new copier and 

printer. We will check into this and 

report our findings at the July meeting. 

Continuing Business 

Warren brought up the overlap that 

is occurring with a Bible study class and 

our council meeting.  After discussion, it 

was decided to not change the council 

meeting time, but request that the Bible 

study participants that need to make 

reports to the council either change the 

time of their meeting or choose 

surrogates to report to the council. 

Church directory photographs are 

being considered to accompany the new 

directory of members.  Warren has 

Church Council — June 9th, 2013 or Kim Ellis.  Also, while individual 

purchases are reimbursed by the church, 

we discourage that practice because we 

cannot be reimbursed for the sales tax by 

the state when individuals buy things for 

the church. 

Special offerings were suggested to 

help our intern, Caitlin, with her 

expenses; and to help the Disaster 

Emergency Response Team (DERT) 

which operates under UMCOR, whose 

members must pay their travel expenses 

out of pocket.  If our local Hickory team 

is deployed to a disaster, then special 

offerings can be taken to help defray 

their travel costs. 

It was mentioned that Caitlin should 

be invited to individual Sunday school 

classes to help her get to know more of 

our church family. 

Council will meet on Sunday, July 

21st due to VBS schedule conflict. 

A motion was made to close at 5:50 

p.m., and Bleaka closed with prayer. 

Minutes by Warren Bumgarner and 

edited by Cindy Sears. 

Korean Armistice 

Commemoration 

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 
5381 and the Ladies Auxiliary of 
Caldwell County commemorates 
the 60th anniversary of the signing 
of the Korean Armistice on: 

Saturday, 

July 27, 2013 

5—7 PM 

At VFW Post Home,  

Cajah Mtn. Road in Hudson 

Picnic style supper includes: 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and all 

the fixin’s, plus beans, chips, tea, 
and dessert. 

Donations accepted. 
Open to the public and all 

veterans. There will be a special 
recognition of all Korean veterans. 

Keith Smith and his singers will 
entertain. 
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UMW Cookbooks/Flavoring 
 Cookbooks are available for 

$10. Flavoring is $2.75 per bottle. See 

Cindy Sears or Kim Ellis to buy. 

Special Giving 

Ebenezer UMC and its members, 

gratefully acknowledge the following 

special gifts received in June: 

 

In Memory of Keith Bradford by: 

Grace, Lindsay, & Wesley Bradford 

In Honor of Bill Campbell by: 

Gary Paul Campbell 

Billy Wayne went to Keith Sims’ Fish Pond Island May 4th to be in a 

wedding. The wedding was suppose to start at 2 PM. When he got there, 

they were trying to get the sound to work. They asked Billy Wayne if he had 

a generator, but he didn’t; so he suggested that Allen Clontz might have one. 

Allen said that he had one powerful enough to supply a whole house. So 

Allen took the gutter truck down to the wedding, and parked it where all the 

guests had to pass the truck on the way to the wedding; but the sound man 

still could not get any sound.  

Allen had driven Billy Wayne’s car back home, 

leaving the gutter truck with him at the wedding. Not 

knowing that Allen had left the keys in the truck, Billy 

Wayne called Allen at home after the wedding and 

told him to bring his car and come get the truck.  

Allen said, “I’m not coming back to get my truck. 

You get in it and drive it back to me.” 

Billy Wayne said, “I don’t have the keys to your truck.” 

Allen said, “You do have them. They are in the truck.” 

Billy Wayne had never driven a big truck before, and it made him very 

nervous; so he drove real slow. After he’d driven about half a mile, he had 

six cars following behind him. He took the truck back to Allen’s Daddy’s 

house where Allen had told him his car keys would be on one of the chairs 

on the porch. He couldn’t find them; and Allen began to complain about how 

he couldn’t lay anything down and come back and find it. About that time, 

Allen’s stepmother came out with some keys in her hand and asked Allen if 

he had laid the keys on one of the chairs. 

Back to the wedding where the guests almost froze standing around in 

the damp and windy air before it began at 3 PM. Believe it or not, the couple 

finally got married. We are hoping the bride and groom will live happily 

ever after. And Allen got free advertisement from the deal, because the truck 

sat there, decorating the wedding with his phone number on the side of the 

truck. (Allen said the sound didn’t work right, because they had the speaker 

turned up too loud, which caused a feedback loop.) 

The bridesmaids wore red dresses; the men 

work black pants and white shirts with short or 

long sleeves, and a black and red striped tie. 

Billy Wayne wore a black jacket over his long 

sleeve shirt and undershirt. He said he was the 

only one that wasn’t freezing. He said that the 

girl he walked with said she wished that she 

had brought a sweater. Billy Wayne said he would let her borrow his jacket, 

but the wedding was about to start and that wouldn’t look right. 

The bride wore a white dress with her veil trimmed in red at the edges, 

plus red ribbon streamers. The wind almost blew the veil off her head three 

times. The men also sported red roses on their shirts. The gutter truck was a 

big white truck with blue letters written on it. I guess this is how the bride 

had something borrowed and something blue. The groom was aggravated 

that he had paid the sound effects man over a hundred dollars and the man 

“When you get to your wit’s end, 

you’ll find God lives there.” 

Contributed by Delores Campbell 

didn’t know what he was doing. 

Billy Wayne said he hoped he didn’t 

get mad at him for borrowing the 

gutter truck.   

receive another $2,500 for an 

emergency room clinic, located in a 

poor area of Montero. The remainder 

will be used to help the poor as the 

need arises while we are here. 

Again I thank you for your 

support, and I look forward to 

returning home and hearing all your 

ideas for how we, as the body of 

Christ, can fulfill the mission that 

we’ve been called to do in the name 

of Christ.  

God Bless, 

Rev. Eric Lane    

(Continued from page 1) 

Pastor’s Corner, con’t  



 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church  5 

Acolyte Schedule - JULY 

7th   Payton Lyda 

14th   Makayla Settlemyre 

21st   Austin Teague 

28th   Kevin Miller 

   

 3rd—Freida Farr 

 4th—Maddie Seagle 

 10th—Arlene McRary, Cameron Collins 

 14th—Marilyn Kohnle, Matt Shook 

 15th—Wesley Bradford  

 16th—Danielle Miller 

 19th—Thomas Johnson 

 20th—Casey Mullinax 

 22nd—Kay Gilbert 

 26th—Michael Sherrill 

 27th—Cody Parham 

 29th—Josh Bowman 

 30th—Rebecca Hirt, Mildred Tolbert 

 31st—Jerry Parson, Jr. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 13th—Steve & Cheryl Vosdingh 

 14th—Chris & Melissa Wilson 

 18th—Boyd & Margaret Fairchild 

  

Nursery Schedule - JULY 

7th 
8:30  Linda Moretz & Nancy Sears 

11:00   Wayne Ellis 

14th 
8:30  Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount 

11:00   Rosalind Kelley 

21st 
8:30  Boyd & Emily Johnson 

11:00   Teresa Herman 

28th 
8:30  Beth Hernandez & Jessica Haas 

11:00   Nancy Sears 

 
8:30   

11:00   

J u l y  C e l e b r a t i o n s  

Kyle Blair 

Anthony Coffey 

Paul Coffey 

Joey Deal 

Andy Gaillard 

Ricky Garland 

Jason Gibson 

Trey Hefner 

Please pray for the men and 
women who protect our freedoms. Our Military 

Chris Kaisenski 

Shane McRary 

Eric Maynard 

Joey Moore 

Jamie Mullinax 

Jason Nichol 

Michael Potts 

James Starbuck 

Hunter Tolbert 

New Definition: Wrinkles—something other people have, 

similar to my character lines. 

business, newspapers, newscasts, courts, public education, and government.  
According to a 2012 Gallup poll 77% of the people in the U. S. call themselves 
Christians, so why is our culture rotting away and under moral decline? If we 
who are called by His name cannot live righteously, how can we ask other 
people to live righteously? 

“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey 

it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of 

unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from 

the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.”  

Romans 6:12-13 

Something...con’t 

Rick and Lisa Lyda 

Married June 24, 2013 
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July Fundraisers & Events 

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum! 

     We will be selling ham biscuits, 

along with sausage and egg ones 

AND gravy biscuits AND fried fruit 

pies on Thursday, July 18th. We 

start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they 

are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So 

call early or pre-order on 

Wednesday by calling:  

396-7924 

313-9996 

396-2214 (church office; Mon.-Fri. 

8:30-1:00 pm) 

We deliver orders of 10 or more. 

Proceeds support our 

yearly mission trip to 

and work in Costa Rica. 

Yum! Yum! 

 

Biscuit Sale Price List 

$2.00_____Ham or Sausage 

$2.50_____Ham or Sausage with 

        egg 

$2.00_____Egg  

$1.50_____Jelly  

$2.00_____Gravy  

$2.50_____Gravy with Sausage 

$2.00_____Fried Apple Pie 

Come One, Come All! 
Vacation Bible School begins on Sunday, 

July 14th. Children of all ages, Teens, and 

Adults—we have a class for you and lots of 

fun, food, crafts, and new ways to learn 

about God. This year’s theme centers 

around a fair and about how all of us are 

neighbors to each other—all over the world. Below is our daily schedule. 

Our annual summer blood drive 

will be on  

Monday 

July 29th  

3—7 PM 
 

Come and give the gift of life and 

enjoy a meal of spaghetti and 

homemade desserts. 

This year’s drive will be 

conducted by the Community Blood 

Center of the Carolinas. Donations 

of blood stay in our community first—

helping family members, friends and 

neighbors. This also cuts down on 

transportation and storage costs. 

Please give. 

We ask our members to help 

supply desserts. We 

also need volunteers to 

cook, serve, and work 

the blood drive. 

Contact Gwen Teague 

to volunteer or for 

more information.  

Adult VBS Teacher Schedule 

 

The following people will teach the adult 

session during VBS on the designated 

evenings: 

 

Sunday Cathy Huffman 

Monday Cindy Sears 

Tuesday Bleaka Hollar 

Wednesday Barbara Miller 

Thursday Darren McCrary 

 
The adult class will meet in the 

Sanctuary. The 1 hour session begins 

at 6:30 p.m.  

5:30—6:10  (Dinner for all) 

6:15  (Assembly in the CLC) 

6:30  (1 hr. Adult class begins) 

6:40  (Children’s classes begin) 

8:40  (Classes dismiss) 

Friday, July 19th 

Commencement 

6:00 PM 

Cookout afterwards 

July 14—19 2013 

Please pre-register your child for 

VBS. Forms are located at the front 

of the church and on the table in the 

hallway. Thank you! 
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