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Sunday Services 

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary) 

● 9:50a Sunday School 

● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional) 

● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12) 

● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice 

● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United 

Methodist Women  

At the Conference this past week, Rev. Adam Hamilton, pastor 
of the largest United Methodist Church, was invited to provide, 
“Lessons by the Lakeshore.” During one of his teaching sessions, he 
told a true story of sacrificial giving. Adam talked about his family’s 
camping vacation in Yellowstone Park, which coincided with his birthday (July 12). 
After arriving and setting up camp, Adam invited his two girls to walk around the 
lake and go watch the setting sun by the pier. 

Upon arriving at the camp grounds, Adam had given each girl $20.00. He told 
them that they should be careful where and how they spent their money, because 
that would be all they would get for the week. As they were walking along, they 
passed by the camp store. His younger daughter was an avid shopper. Adam said 
that she would rather shop than eat.  

Naturally, the girls wanted to go into the store and look around. Adam 
reminded them that this was just the first day and to remember all they had to 
spend was $20.00. Both girls said they understood and off they went, combing the 

aisles of the store. As he expected, it was not 
long before his younger daughter came 
running up to him with a cap in hand. 
“Dad, I have just got to have this hat.” 
After checking the price, Adam reminded 
her that she only had $20.00, and if she 

bought the cap she would not have any 
money left.  

Adam walked away, hoping that she would put it back on the shelf; but his 
daughter caught up with him again and asked if she could buy the hat. Once again 
Adam reminded her of the situation. Now as a parent, you no doubt have been in a 
similar situation. Again and again his daughter continued to come back until finally, 
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Inside this issue: 

Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane 

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES 

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting 

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.  

Alzheimer’s Support Group 

at Brockford Inn 

 

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES 

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal 

● 7:00p Bible  Study —Adult, 

Children’s. 

● 7:00p. Synago—(grades 9—12) 

    “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”  Matthew 28:19 

OFFICE HOURS:   

 Monday—Friday:  

     8:00a—1:00p 

 Friday hours approximate. 

 

  Phone:  396-2214 

www.ebenezerum-church.org 

 Some things you simply cannot put 

a value on. Some things are worth 

giving your all for. At least, that’s 

how God felt about you and me.  
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Church Council 
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on  

Sunday, July 15th at 4:30 p.m. All 

members of the church are invited to 

attend.  

United Methodist Women 
The UMW will meet again on Sunday, 

July 22nd at 7:00 p.m.  Marsha McRary 

will present the program and Barbara 

Ferguson and Margaret Smith will 

provide refreshments. All women of the 

church are invited to attend. 

Having been raised in a Baptist Church, there are things that the Methodist do 
that puzzle me or are awkward to me.  One of these is the raising of our hands after 
the offering is taken on Sunday. It was several months before I could do it with any 
degree of comfort (though comfort is not a requirement of worship). I think I have 
finally figured out what is going on here, though. 

In Malachi 3: 10 (NKJV), we read, “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I 
will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that 
there will not be room enough to receive it.” When I lift up my hands after the taking 
of the offering, I am lifting them up to the Lord in 1) gratitude to him, 2) in praise and 
honor of him, and 3) so that I may receive his blessing. 

Notice in the verse above that the prophet says “bring all the tithes into the 
storehouse…” The word tithe means 10 or 10th, referring to 10%. That is the amount 
the Lord has said that he expects his people to give to the kingdom’s work. Our God is 
a just and fair God, right? To be fair he must bless us according to our giving. Does the 
Lord bless me when I give less than 10% of my income to him? From my experience, I 
believe the answer is “yes.” Any amount you give is a sign of some degree of trust in 
the Lord. Does he bless a person who gives 10% more than one who only gives 5%? 
What would be just and fair? Be honest now. And the person who gives 
“offerings” (amounts above the 10% expected)? Can that person expect even greater 
blessings? What would be fair? (Please keep in mind that I am not talking about 
salvation here or working for it; I am talking about earthly or earthbound blessings 
only.) 

It has often been said that a closed fist 
can receive no gift. So, we raise open hands 
to the Lord to receive his gifts. Yet, how 
many of us have raised open hands in 
church, but clenched our money in our fists 
instead of giving it in trust to the Lord’s 
work? 

The real question in giving the tithe centers around this: how much do you really 
trust the Lord? He has promised to give you all that you need. (See Matthew 6:25-34) 
Your giving reflects your true belief or faith in that promise.  

The Lord asks us to give 10%. That is way less than the government requires from 
us in income taxes, sales taxes, property taxes, and transportation taxes (gasoline 
surtax, licenses, etc.). I went through a long period of unemployment and then 
underemployment. I survive by holding down two part-time, no benefits jobs. When I 
sit down and figure up a “reasonable” budget, there is no earthly way that I should be 
surviving financially—but I do—and I tithe on all my gross earnings. I did not tithe 
when I first returned to church; but, as my trust in God’s provisioning has grown, I 
have given more. Often I have given when I wasn’t very confident that God would 
provide. I believe that is called “stepping out in faith.” And I have been blessed 
financially, spiritually, emotionally, and intellectually. I have all that I need; I have 

(Continued on page 3) 

“Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, and running over will 

be put into your bosom. For with the same measure 

that you use, it will be measured back to you.”  

             —Luke 6:38 NKJV 

Why Raise Our 

Hands? 

Something to Pray About    by Cindy Sears  Meetings 

Alzheimer’s Support Group 
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident 

Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in 

Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is 

dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s 

is welcome to attend. The meeting 

begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually 

meets on the 4th Tuesday of each 

month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info. 

The real question in giving 

the tithe centers around 

this: how much do you 

really trust the Lord?  

Chairs and Tables Fund 
The Church Council has decided that it 

will be better to raise the money to buy 

new banquet tables and chairs for the 

Christian Life Center, instead of adding 

to the cost of the mortgage for the new 

facility. You may designate your gifts to 

the “Chairs Tables Fund” in the “Other” 

field on the offering envelopes. Thank 

you for your support. 

Habitat  House 2012 — 
IMPACT 
     The Methodists churches of Caldwell 

County will work together to build 

another Habitat for Humanity house this 

fall. Our church’s goal for part of the 

material costs is $5,000. Please record 

the amount in the “Other” field and 

mark for Habitat House on the 

envelopes. 

     We will also need volunteers to help 

build the structure in September and 

October. Contact Eric Lane if you would 

like to help with this ministry. 

Special Requests 
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Kim Ellis took the floor. VBS: we 

do not have enough tables and chairs to 

use in the CLC and in the craft area. Can 

she rent some tables and chairs for 

VBS? We can only seat  143 people; 

usually have over 190 people. Eric said 

that he could ask Grace Lutheran or 1st 

Methodist to lend us some tables. We 

are also looking in to getting rubber tips 

for the old brown metal chairs. After 

discussion, we decided to borrow some 

tables for VBS,  and purchase rubber 

tips for the chairs (money should come 

from the maintenance budget). 

Operation Overboard is the theme 

for Vacation Bible School this year. Kim 

asked for permission to find out how 

much it would cost to rent a blow-up 

water slide. Warren said it would be 

okay if she can do it within the current 

budget. 

A new Sunday school class is 

beginning for the high school grads and 

college student age group. They are 

considering using the small room off of 

the old fellowship hall. We need to get 

rid of the cooler, etc. that now reside in 

that room. The big cooler will not work; 

it needs to be junked. The freezers need 

to be sold. After some discussion, it was 

decided to sell the items to the people 

who have already expressed interest in 

buying them.  

The large coffee maker has died. 

We need to purchase a new one. Cost 

would be about $187. General 

discussion ensued. Jo Nell made a 

motion that we buy a new coffee maker. 

Bleaka made a second. Motion carried. 

Jo Nell took the floor to go over the 

budget. The church has spent $122 on 

the remodeling for the Pairs and Spares 

room makeover; plus some other 

purchases related to this work. There 

was some question about the barbecue 

expenditures and repayment also.  

Eric explained that though we are 

over budget, we are not in danger; we 

just need to be cautious about what we 

are spending. Some items have been 

completely paid out now, instead of by 

the month throughout the whole year. 

Attended by:  Warren Bumgarner, 

Patty Coffey, Kim & Wayne Ellis, Boyd 

& Margaret Fairchild, Barbara Ferguson, 

Jo Nell Harrison, Bleaka Hollar, Eric 

Lane, Barbara Miller, Bob Sears, Cindy 

Sears, Barbara Frye, Gerald Frye, Keith 

Bradford.  

Warren opened the meeting with 

scripture from Matthew 22—the greatest 

commandment—love the Lord with all 

your heart… Then he opened the 

meeting with prayer. 

Kim said she had to call the new 

contractor to get the mowing done this 

week. Eric agreed to get with Lucas and 

make sure the mower knows what we 

want and to begin the service. Jo Nell 

explained that we need to be added to 

the contractor’s worker’s comp. We 

should also verify worker’s comp 

whenever we hire someone to do 

plumbing, etc.  

There was general discussion about 

the use of the CLC and how to handle 

renting the space, etc. Trustees 

suggested a committee that would be 

responsible for being in charge of this,so 

Warren asked for volunteers. Bleaka 

Hollar volunteered to be available; 

Warren Bumgarner and Kim Ellis also 

agreed to be available to help. Jo Nell 

made a motion to elect the three 

volunteers as the committee to oversee 

the usage of the CLC and Sanctuary, 

etc.; including developing a contract to 

use. Keith Bradford made a second. 

Motion carried. 

We will develop a sign-in sheet for 

guests to write their names on for the 

Tuesday and Thursday activities, so that 

we will know who is in the building 

each evening. 

Chair and Table fund offerings are 

coming in. Jo Nell verified that it was 

okay to leave the fire doors of the CLC 

propped open as long as the building is 

in use and people are in the building. 

Trustees discussed putting locks on 

the hall doors that lead to the upstairs 

area to keep people from wandering 

around the building unsupervised. Eric 

will put locks on the doors and help put 

up the blinds in the new classrooms. 

Church Council — June 10th, 2012 Minutes of the previous meeting 

were accepted as read. Kim Ellis closed 

the meeting with prayer. 

Minutes by Cindy Sears. 

much more than I deserve; and I have 
an abundance of joy in a very full and 
fulfilling life in Christ. Now, when I lift 
my hands to the Lord, I expect to be 
blessed and I know that, whatever my 
earthly circumstances, I am blessed 
beyond measure. And God’s work is 
blessed through me.  

I urge you to open your hands to 

give and to receive—you will not be 

disappointed when you give in trust to 

the Lord our God and Savior. After all, 

he was willing to give his ONLY SON that 

we might have eternal life (John 3:16). If 

he was willing and able to do that, can 

the Lord of the universe not also give 

you all else that you need to live? And 

the Lord’s blessings will carry over into 

eternity also. (See Luke 6:35; 1 

Corinthians 3:8, 14; Revelation 22:12) 

     

Something to Pray About... 

This may have been said before, but 

gratitude is always in style. 

 

We thank Freida Farr for the beautiful 

banners she made for the Christian Life 

Center. If you have not noticed them, 

look up when you next enter the main 

hall. She is also responsible for the ones 

in the sanctuary. 

 

Look up when you walk underneath the 

breezeway, too. Special thanks go to 

Bleaka Hollar who has painted the 

ceiling of the 

breezeway and 

freshened up the 

posts, too. It looks 

great!  

Special Thanks 
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frustrated, Adam said, “Okay. It is your money—just don’t come back to me 
asking for more, because that is all that you have.” 

“Thanks, Dad”, she said, and off she went to pay for the cap. After her 
purchase they continued their walk. Along the way, his daughter would pull 
the cap out and ask Adam if he liked it. Each time Adam responded with; “Yes, 
honey, it is a beautiful cap; but you have spent all your money and you have 
nothing left.”  

Finally, they came to the pier and sat down to watch the sun set. Once 
more his daughter pulled out the cap and again asked him if he liked the cap. 
Trying to hold back his true feelings, Adam again responded to her by saying, 
“Yes, honey, I like the cap. It is a beautiful cap, but it cost you all of your 
money. Now you have nothing left to spend. You have spent everything.” 
Then his daughter looked up at him and said, “I know, Daddy. It is your 
birthday, and I saw this cap…and I wanted to buy it for you. Happy birthday, 
Dad!” 

This is a wonderful example of a willingness to give all for someone you 
love. Luke 9:25 says; “What does it profit them if they gain the whole world, 
but lose or forfeit themselves?” John says in John 3:16; “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his one and ONLY Son…” Why? Because it was our 
birthday and God just wanted to give.  

Adam said that he had no words to respond to her gift, except to say 
“thank you.” Then, he pulled out that cap that she had given him some 13 
years earlier, and explained that he kept it on a shelf as a reminder of that 
day.  

Some things you simply cannot put a value on. Some things are worth 
giving your all for. At least, that is how God felt about you and me. So, how 
will you respond? Do you give to God because you feel that you are obligated, 
or that you must give, or in hopes of a return on your investment; or is your 
gift an act of sacrificial love?  

A young man gave up all that he had and as a result well over 5,000 were 
fed with plenty of leftovers. The early followers of Christ sold all that they 
had, and brought it together to be shared—not just with the group—but with 
those around them. As a result, many became 
followers of Christ. I did not just make these 
stories up. They are recorded in the Bible. 
Jesus’s words were (see John 14:12): “anyone 
who has faith in me will do what I have been 
doing. He will do even greater things than 
these;” but it requires us to sacrifice and to 
have faith.  

Think about it… 

God bless, 

Rev. Eric Lane 

Fun Fridays Begin! Pastor’s Corner con’t 

On Friday, July 13th, we will 

begin our Fun Fridays, which will 

run through August 10th. We will 

gather for fun and fellowship with 

children 1st grade and up. If your 

younger child wishes to attend, you 

are invited to come along with them 

and enjoy the fun. 

We are traveling to the Lazy 5 

Ranch in Mooresville on the 13th. 

Meet at the church at 9:00 a.m.   

To make sure we have enough 

seats, please call the church to let us 

know how many people will be 

coming. You may bring a friend, but 

we must have a signed release 

form for each child. The forms are 

available at the church and in this 

newsletter. Our goal is to have at 

least 15 children and adults, so that 

we can get a reduced rate. 

Come take a wagon ride with us 

as we safari into the wilds of 

Mooresville with animals and then 

camp out by the picnic area for 

lunch. We plan to return to the 

church by 4:00 p.m. Please include a 

contact number in case we return 

earlier. Come and enjoy the fun! 

The rest of the summer Fun 

Friday schedule is listed below: 

July 20  Movie Day 

July 27  Putt-Putt 

Aug 3   Game Day 

Aug 10   SunCrest Park 

 

See p. 8 for the Release Form. 

Copies are also available at the 

church. 

NOTICE: The Church office will be 

closed July 3-4 for the holiday. 
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Acolyte Schedule - JULY 

1st   Hannah Abernethy 

8th   P. A. Burson, IV 

15th   Payton Lyda 

22nd   Austin Teague 

29th  Kevin Miller 

How do I hide God’s word 

in my heart? Memorize it! 

But Jesus said, “Suffer little 

children, and forbid them not, 

to come unto me: for of such is 

the kingdom of heaven.”  

 —John 19:14 KJV 

 2nd—Jason Vetter 

 3rd—Freida Farr 

 10th—Arlene McRary, Cameron Collins 

 14th—Marilyn Kohnle, Matt Shook 

 15th— Wesley Bradford 

 16th—Danielle Miller 

 18th—Alena Cleona Demas 

 19th—Thomas Johnson 

 20th—Casey Mullinax 

 22nd—Kay Gilbert 

 23rd—Theia McRary 

 26th—Michael Sherrill 

 27th—Cody Parham 

 29th—Josh Bowman 

 30th—Rebecca Hirt, Mildred Tolbert 

 31st—Jerry Parson, Jr. 

Happy Anniversary! 
 13th—Steven & Cheryl Vosdingh 

 14th—Chris & Melissa Wilson 

 18th—Boyd & Margaret Fairchild 

 27th—Jason & Angela Vetter 

  

Nursery Schedule - JULY 

1st 
8:30  Sherry Austin & Grace Bradford 

11:00   Teresa Herman 

8th 
8:30  Keith & Susan Keener 

11:00   Kay Gilbert 

15th 
8:30  Missy Mullinax & Casey Mullinax 

11:00   Joann Knepp 

22nd 
8:30  Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary 

11:00   Beth Lane 

29th 
8:30  Heather Stone & Kim Ellis 

11:00  Rosalind Kelley 

Kyle Blair 

Anthony Coffey 

Ricky Garland 

Jason Gibson 

Trey Hefner 

Chris Kaisenski 

Please pray for the men and 
women who protect our freedoms. Our Military 

J u l y  C e l e b r a t i o n s  

T he UMW is collecting facial tissue and paper 

towels for the schools this fall. Please place the items in 

the box in the hallway. Thanks.  

S CCM will be collecting school supplies again 

this year for the next school year. They prefer filled 

book bags and trapper keepers for each grade level. 

Please see the list on our website. There will be an 

insert in one of the July Sunday bulletins also. 

We have over 5 adult classes that could buy the 

supplies for 1-2 bags and let the younger classes put 

the items in the bags. Help us bless the children “for 

of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 

For Our Schools Shane McRary 

Eric Maynard 

Joey Moore 

Jason Nichol 

James Starbuck 
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July Fundraisers Benefit Fish Fry 

Saturday, July 7th 

5:00 p.m. ‘til gone 

 

For 

Robin’s Nest 
Children’s Advocacy Center 

 

Join us for a good helping of fish, 

and help out the Children’s 

Advocacy Center of Caldwell 

County, Inc. You decide how much 

to give to this worthy cause. 

 

Karen Finley will talk about the 

work of the Center on Sunday, July 

1st at 7:00 p.m. See the column 

below for more information. 

 

DONATIONS REQUESTED 

Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum! 

We will be selling ham biscuits, 

along with sausage and egg ones 

again on Thursday, July 19th. We 

start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when they 

are all gone. It doesn’t take long! So 

call early or pre-order on 

Wednesday by calling:  

396-7924 

396-9491 

396-2214 (church office; 8:30-1:00 

pm) 

We deliver orders of 10 or more. 

Proceeds support our yearly mission 

trip to and work in 

Costa Rica. 

 

Yum! Yum! 

Ebenezer UMC and its members, 

gratefully acknowledge the following 

special gifts received in June: 

In Memory of Ronnie 

Satterwhite by: 
Cindy Satterwhite 

Special Giving 

Upcoming Events 

private struggles of one man who would 

go on to found the Methodist movement 

- and another who would become one of 

the most prolific and beloved hymn 

writers of history. Together, they would 

transform the face of England with 

revolutionary ministries to the poor and 

downtrodden, creating a movement that 

laid the groundwork for the eventual 

abolition of slavery.” 

Come see an award-winning movie 

and learn how Methodism’s founder was 

touched by the hand of God and began 

his ministry. 

Plans for the evening are still in the 

works, but we will have popcorn and 

drinks available. There will be a short 

discussion after the movie or during 

Sunday school time on July 29th. The 

movie will be shown in the Christian 

Life Center, so invite your friends to 

come—even non-Methodists. Everyone 

can learn what the Methodists are all 

about.  

Robin’s Nest Speaker 
Karen Finley from Robin’s Nest, the 

Children’s Advocacy Center of Caldwell 

County, Inc. will speak at Ebenezer on 

Sunday, July 1st at 7:00 p.m. Ms. 

Finley will be talking about sexual and 

physical abuse of children in our 

communities and how the Center helps 

coordinate resources to help victims of 

such abuse. It is recommended that 

children under 10 years old NOT attend 

this presentation, because of the nature 

of the subject. 

Please see above about the benefit 

fish fry we are having to help fund 

Robin’s Nest, which is run on donations. 

Ebenezer Movie Night 

Pairs & Spares Sunday School 

Class presents: 

“Wesley” 

 

“In this powerful true story, based 

directly on the private journals of John 

and Charles Wesley, we glimpse the 

 

Behold, children are a heritage 

from the LORD, the fruit of the 

womb is a reward.            

          Psalm 127:3 NKJV 

Bake Sale 

July 28th 
8:30 a.m.—until  
For Costa Rica Mission Trip.  

 Oh, How Sweet! 

Bolivia Fund Report 
Praise to the Lord! Our members and 

friends gave $5510 to help build a 

house in Bolivia and sponsor a child 

for school. Thank you! May God 

bless our work in Bolivia and bless 

you for your generosity. We also 

thank those who gave clothes. 
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Ebenezer UMC invites you to “Dare to Go Deep with God” this summer at 

our annual Vacation Bible School extravaganza called Operation Overboard. 

Classes and activities will be available for all ages to go Overboard and learn 

about God and what He has done for you.  

Meet Ocho the Octopus. Meet Noah and  jump on board the ark. Dive into 

discipleship with Jesus the Lord. Enjoy good food, make new friends and have 

lots of fun, too! All free of charge. You do not need to be a member of 

Ebenezer UMC to participate. Invite everyone you see! All are welcome. 

A meal will be served in the Christian 

Life Center from 5:15—6:05 p.m. 

 

Assembly will begin each even-

ing in the Christian Life Center at 

6:15 p.m. The children will then go to 

their classes and activities. The adult 

class will meet in the Sanctuary at 

6:15 p.m. Activities will end at 8:40 

p.m. each evening. 

Commencement will begin on 

Friday, July 13th at 6:00 p.m. We 

will serve hotdogs and hamburgers 

after the ceremonies.  

Everything is free! 

 Come and join the fun! 

Sunday, July 8th  
to 

Thursday, July 12th 

Commencement and Cookout 
Friday, July 13th 

Adult VBS Teacher 
Schedule 

 

The following people will teach the adult 

session during VBS on the designated 

evenings: 

 

Sunday Cathy Huffman 

Monday Tom Harrison 

Tuesday Darren McCrary 

Wednesday Cindy Sears 

Thursday Barbara Miller 

 
The adult class will meet in the 

Sanctuary. The 1 hour session begins 

at 6:15 p.m.  

Volunteers, see Kim Ellis. We need help in 

the kitchen, serving, cleaning up, and more. 

We are accepting donations of food items or 

money to help buy them also. Gifts can be 

given directly to Kim Ellis or placed in an 

offering envelope with the amount recorded 

on the “Other” line and marked for VBS. 

We would like to borrow the following 

items: 

 6 & 8 ft. tables 

 Stuffed animals for the Ark 

(please label with owner’s name) 

 Small lightweight boat 

 Snorkeling/diving equipment, 

including wetsuits. 

Thank you for your assistance! 

Most of all, we need you to invite 

people to come, especially children; 

and your prayers for God’s blessing. 

and run through the woods real fast. 

One morning when Bill  was getting 

into his car to go to work, something 

big jumped out of a tree near him. 

I wonder if anyone else has seen or 

heard anything like this. It gives me the 

creeps. Coyotes have been seen in 

Taylorsville—if they are that close, we 

probably have some here.  This brings 

back memories of the song the, “The 

Preacher and the Bear.” 

(Note from the editor: I have seen 

a coyote up close in a field below the 

house. They are definitely in the area. 

The screams could have come from a 

stray cat—lots of those around—or 

screech owls—plenty of those around, 

too. Bobcats or panthers or bears could 

also be around, though they tend to 

need more territory than is available 

here, and are more likely to be in the 

higher mountain areas.) 

(Continued from page 9) 

Story Time, con’t 
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Each year in June, we gather by 

the shores of Lake Junaluska for a 

time of “Holy Conferencing.” This 

is when the churches of Western 

North Carolina come together to 

renew their connection with the 

United Methodist Church. The Con-

ference is made up of all clergy 

within the Western North Carolina 

Conference together with a lay 

member that is selected to represent 

each charge. There are lay members 

(those chosen by the church) for 

each clergy person so that we all 

have a say in the business of the 

church. 

Your lay member is Bob Sears, 

who has served the church for a 

number of years. While we are for-

tunate to meet in such a beautiful 

location, there is a lot of work and 

time involved and this is certainly 

not a vacation. 

For the clergy, it is a time for 

church, since our membership is 

held by the conference and Bishop 

Goodpaster is our pastor. So we 

gather each year for worship and 

renewal as well as setting the budget 

and making recommendations.  

The conference began on Wednes-

day afternoon at 2:00 p.m. with a 

business session for the clergy and 

we began the process of electing 

new clergy members (those recom-

mended by the Board of Ordina-

tion). We voted on these “licensed 

local pastors” as well as those who 

would be ordained as Deacons and 

Elders. Additionally we also vote on 

those who will be retiring, and as a 

body we lift up those who have 

passed on since our last conference. 

After our business session, we ad-

journed for dinner and gathered back 

together for our opening worship 

service, which was led by Rev. Jan 

Love. It was a wonderful service, 

celebrated with giving and receiving 

of communion. Our offering for the 

night went to support the Gulfside 

Association to rebuild in Mississip-

pi.  

Thursday morning is when the 

entire body of the conference gath-

ered for business and worship. We 

began at 7:45 a.m. with a small wor-

ship service. The business meeting 

began at 9:00. The one item of busi-

ness that directly affects the local 

church is that those who represent 

the church will be called “lay mem-

bers” and not lay delegates as in the 

past. Another decision voted on was 

that a lay member will be nominated 

by the nominations committee and 

voted by the council to serve for 4 

years; then a new lay member will 

be elected.  The business session 

adjourned after making a few minor 

changes, such as renaming of some 

committees. 

This year the conference added 

a time of teaching into the program. 

Rev. Adam Hamilton, who is pastor 

of The United Methodist Church of 

the Resurrection, was invited to 

teach “Leading Beyond the Walls.” 

Adam started a church just outside 

Kansas City, Missouri and the 

church is now the largest UMC 

church. However, his insight to-

wards preaching and reaching peo-

ple can work in almost any setting. 

Rev. Hamilton was quick to point 

out that it is not about being large in 

numbers but being about the work 

of the kingdom. Personally I felt 

that he provided many ideas and 

challenged us as pastors and church-

es to ask the question, “Who are we 

and what is our mission?” Rev. 

Hamilton continued on into our 

lunch break, which was fine with 

me because his teaching was so in-

spirational. 

Following lunch, we returned to 

teaching by Adam Hamilton as he 

continued to give valuable lessons 

concerning preaching and reaching 

others as pastors and as churches. 

Following Hamilton’s talk, we re-

entered our business session for 

nominations to lead the conference 

and reports from the various confer-

ence committees. This continued to 

our dinner break that was followed 

by an evening of inspiring worship 

led by Rev. Frederick Outlaw from 

the Alabama-West Florida Confer-

ence. Our focus that night was 

“camp meeting.”  

Friday morning began with a 

commissioning service for 

“Provisional Members.” These are 

people who have completed semi-

nary studies and are on their way to 

becoming ordained elders. They will 

spend 3 years of supervised ministry 

as they lead churches; then they will 

write papers to submit to the Board 

of Ordained Ministry concerning 

their call, preaching, and theology. 

After this service, Adam Hamilton 

returned for his final lessons. He 

talked on the following questions: 

Why do people need Jesus? Why do 

people need the church? Why do 

people need your church? Hamilton 

helped us to see our work through 

missional eyes, and he talked about 

how to connect the church to others. 

He finished by walking us through 

the way 21st century young people 

connect with the church or “rethink” 

church.  

After lunch there was a service 

to recognize retiring clergy. Rev. 

Sarah Fouts, who served Cedar Val-

ley, was one of those who retired. I 

spoke with her; she plans to relax in 

the mountains for a while. In the 

next business session, we set a budg-

et, went over resolutions and peti-

tions and listened to various reports. 

Of all the years that I have attended 

(Continued on page 9) 
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conference this was the first year 

that I recall a budget passing without 

discussion or delay. Perhaps that 

was due to a 6 ½    percent reduction 

of spending. With no other items of 

business, we were able to adjourn a 

little early.  

Friday evening we enjoyed an-

other night of worship with Bishop 

Lindsey Davis of the Kentucky Con-

ference as speaker. The theme for 

worship was life lessons. Following 

worship we had an opportunity to 

meet those who will be in our new 

district. This year we realigned the 

conference from 15 districts to 8.  

We are now part of the Appalachian 

District with Rev. Amy Coles as our 

Superintendent.  

Saturday began again with busi-

ness. Various committees shared 

with everyone and the Denman 

(Continued from page 8) Awards were presented. On Saturday 

afternoon, we had a special service 

to recognize the families of those 

who have lost loved ones in the past 

year. After that service, we had the 

afternoon to enjoy the mountains 

awhile before we returned for the 

evening service. Saturday’s service 

was for the ordaining of Deacons 

and Elders in the church. It’s a spe-

cial time in the life of the church as 

we witness the result of years of ded-

icated work and faithful commitment 

on the part of the ordained. This year 

Rev. Nancy McDow, who serves at 

Grace Chapel, was ordained as a 

Deacon.  

On Sunday morning we had the 

“setting” of appointments as our 

closing service of the conference. 

Following Bishop Goodpaster’s 

message, the clergy were asked to 

stand as we vowed to go and to 

serve. Following this the lay mem-

bers stood, and as representatives of 

all the churches in the Western 

North Carolina Conference, they 

reaffirmed their faith in Christ and 

their commitment to serve Christ. 

They also agreed to receive those 

who are appointed to them and 

pledge their support in shared minis-

try.  

With a renewed sense of excite-

ment and joy, we closed the confer-

ence and returned to our respective 

churches. No, conference is certain-

ly not a vacation, but it does renew 

the spirit and reminds us of God’s 

blessings.  

I look forward to serving the 

Lord together with you all again this 

coming year.  

God Bless, 

Rev. Eric Lane 

Dudley Shoals Mud 

Penny’s garden was getting ahead 

of her, because of all the rain we had in 

May; so she put on her rubber boots and 

started to gather some 

greens in the mud. She 

hadn’t gotten far when 

her feet slid out from 

under her and she got 

so stuck in the mud 

she couldn’t get out. 

She sat there, muddy from head to toe, 

yelling for help. Finally, Billy Wayne’s 

friend heard her calling his name. When 

he saw what a mess she was in, he 

refused to help her out until he had 

taken a picture of her. 

A few Sundays later, Eric Lane was 

in our classroom shaking hands when I 

noticed he had mud on the back right 

hand pocket of his pants.  

“Eric, Where about in Dudley 

Shoals did you get your mud?” 

Thank you, God, for all the rain 

and cool days we are having. 

Who Is Cindy Sears? 

When I first asked this question, I 

mistook her for some other girl, because 

I didn’t know her. I asked Wayne Ellis 

to describe what she looked like. “Does 

she look like her mother, Addie?” 

Wayne said, “I don’t think so, but 

she is a very intelligent Christian 

person.” 

If it hadn’t been for her getting 

carried away in some of my stories, 

they wouldn’t be half as amusing as 

they sometimes are. Cindy is great at 

choosing the right titles for my stories. I 

thank you so much for your help, and 

all the hard work you do to help make 

people laugh. I think Cindy is a little 

mischievous in a quiet way. I can see 

that in her smile. I think Cindy is a nice 

person just like her mother, Addie. God 

made Cindy one of a kind. 
(Note from the editor: Thank you, Delores.) 

Bobcat or Panther? 

A few weeks after Penny’s sister 

died, I was at Penny and Billy Wayne’s 

trailer. Suddenly, Bill came rushing out 

from our house and asked if someone 

was screaming. We said no, but Bill 

said that he had heard a woman scream.  

One night years 

ago, Billy 

Wayne said he 

had heard a 

woman scream 

and called a 

neighbor to see 

if she was all 

right. I was telling the woman who does 

my hair about this. She said that she had 

heard the same thing at her house, and 

she told her grandchildren to get back in 

the house. Someone had told her it was 

a bobcat. She told about seeing 

something black run across her yard 

once. I told her that a bobcat is not 

black, but a panther is. Could it be that 

there are panthers in these woods? I 

know there are bobcats, but they are 

grey spotted. Others have said that they 

have seen black bears. Well, I have seen 

deer, ticks, snakes—and have heard a 

heavy –footed animal jump out of a tree 

(Continued on page 7) 
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