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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” Matthew 28:19
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Hola from South America!
We were beginning to wonder if we were going to make it. Our flight was canceled and we
ended up flying to Peru and, then to Bolivia; but we finally arrived on Sunday afternoon
after a 17 hour ordeal.
We thank everyone for making this trip possible. We have met the first family we plan to
help. They are elderly, but have a daughter living with them, and the woman is blind. I
cannot begin to describe their living conditions. It is colder than I have ever experienced in
Bolivia, and this family is basically living outside.
I am very excited about being here, but I hated to leave because of the excitement at home.
As each day passes, it is such a blessing to see the church moving forward. Here in Bolivia,
the gentleman said that he was overcome with excitement to know that he would soon have
a home to live in. I can understand his excitement, too, for it will not be long before we will
have a wonderful new place to expand the
ministries of God. Let´s begin now to pray
that God will show us the many ways that we
may use his new building to share the good
news to those around us. Just think, we may
be celebrating Ebenezer’s Homecoming
Sunday in a new building. I look forward to
serving the Lord with you as we continue our
work for the Lord.
God bless you,
Rev. Eric Lane

Sunday Services
● 8:30 a.m. Worship Service

(Contemporary)
● 9:50 a.m. Sunday School
● 11:00 a.m. Worship Service (Traditional)

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

● 5:00 p.m. Jr. UMYF (grades 6,7,8)

● 9:00 a.m. Prayer Meeting

● 6:00 p.m. UMYF (Grades 9-12)
● 6:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00 p.m. Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

THURSDAY ACTIVITIES

● 6:00 p.m.—New Life Rehearsal ● 7:00 p.m. Every First Thursday,
Prayer Breakfast
● 3:00 p.m. Every Fourth Tuesday. ● 7:00 p.m. Bible Study —Adult,
Alzheimer’s Support Group at
Children’s.
Brockford Inn
Office Hours: Tues.-Fri.
● 7:00 p.m. Synago—
(grades 9—12)
8:30 AM—1:00 PM. 396-2214.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings

Something to Pray About

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel’” —Mark 1:15 NKJV

The Men’s Prayer Breakfast returns
on Thursday, July 7th at 7:00 p.m.
Everyone is invited. The men cook
and clean up. Bring your prayer
concerns to be prayed over. (You do
not have to pray out loud if you prefer
not to.)

Lord’s Supper Ministry
The Food Ministry group will meet on
Monday, July 11th at 5:00 p.m. to
plan their next meal and delivery, set
for Monday, July 18th. New
volunteers are always welcome.

Church Council
The church council will meet on July
17th at 4:30 p.m. If you are on the
council, please plan to attend. Chair
persons of other committees are
encouraged to present reports on their
group’s activities during the meeting.

United Methodist Women
The UMW meets at 7:00 p.m. on
Sunday, July 24th. Marsha McRary
is in charge of the program. Blanche
Kohnle and Mildred Tolbert will
supply refreshments.

Survivors After Suicide
Heartbeat, a support group for those
who have lost a loved one through suicide meets at Wilkesboro United Methodist Church on the first Monday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. Informational
brochures are on the table in the hallway. You can also find out more at
www.heartbeatsurvivorsaftersuicidewilk
escounty.org or call the group leader,
Pattie Eich at (336) 667-3695.

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar if you
need more information.
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“The Good News”
By Cindy Sears

The word “evangelism” in Greek , which is translated as “good news” or “gospel”,
combines “angelos”, the word for one announcing news, and the prefix “eu-“, which
means joyful. So Gospel means news that brings joy! During Mark’s time, this word
was used for history-making, life-shaping news as opposed to daily news. As Timothy
Keller says in King’s Cross, “A gospel is an announcement of something that has
happened in history, something that’s been done for you that changes your status
forever. Right there you can see the difference between Christianity and all other
religions, including no religion. The essence of other religions is advice; Christianity is
essentially news.” All other religions will tell you what YOU must do to be saved, but
Christianity tells you WHAT HAS BEEN DONE TO SAVE YOU—joyful news! You can
stop searching for a savior. You can stop trying to earn your way to heaven.
“The gospel is that God connects to you not on the basis of what you’ve done (or
haven’t done) but on the basis of what Jesus has done, in history, for you. And that
makes it absolutely different from every other religion or philosophy.”
Yet, even Christians can fall into a works-based belief. Sherry Austin was telling me
of a sign she had seen at a church that said something about “earning your wings” to
get to heaven. First of all, we don’t receive wings even if we do get to heaven. We are
humans, not angels, and we will remain human even in heaven. And second, we are
not capable of earning our way to heaven at all. That’s what the Genesis story of the
Garden of Eden (and all the rest of the Bible) shows us. Adam and Eve were set down
in a perfect environment, given absolute freedom to be and to do; and all God asked
from them was one thing—not to eat from one tree in the garden. There are
thousands of species of trees and plants. Adam and Eve had plenty of other plants to
choose from for food. But they took and ate from that one tree anyway. (And why
were they standing near the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil when the
serpent tempted them? They were already intrigued enough to be where they could
be tempted when the serpent (Satan) came to call.)
When God placed Adam and Eve in the garden, they lived in a world where all
relationships were psychologically and socially perfect, because God was King. Then
in Genesis Chapter 3, man chose to be his own king and everything fell apart;
physically, socially, spiritually, and psychologically. Since then, man has been trying to
return to the Garden of Eden on his own power—but it cannot be done. Men have
tried to return to Eden using all kinds of religions, philosophies, and forms of
government (force). Millions have died in some of man’s attempts to perfect the
world (World Wars I & II; the Holocaust; Communism), but every attempt has failed.
Even democracy is beginning to suffer from man’s desire to be his own king.
There is only ONE TRUE KING, ONE WAY to Heaven—through HIS work of
redemption—not ours. The Good News is Jesus did it for us. And some religions say
that this material world will end and the righteous or enlightened will enter an
ethereal paradise; others say the world is only an allusion; and others believe that the
world will eventually be burned up when our sun dies. “But the good news of the
kingdom of God is that the material world God created is going to be renewed so that
it lasts forever.”
So why shouldn’t joy be the defining characteristic of Christians? Let us enter into
the joy of the Lord (Matt. 25:23), come before His presence with singing (Ps. 100:2),
make a joyful noise unto the Lord (Ps. 100:1), and tell the good news story to the
nations! (Matt. 28:19) (Quoted material is from King’s Cross by Timothy Keller,
unless otherwise noted.)
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Church Council — June 12, 2011
Attended by: Ricky Baker, Warren
Bumgarner, Kim & Wayne Ellis, Boyd
& Margaret Fairchild, Jim Farr, Barbara
Frye, Gerald Frye, Jo Nell Harrison,
Bleaka Hollar, Shane Kelley, JoAnn
Knepp, Jerry Kohnle, Eric Lane, Randy
& Marsha McRary, Phyllis Minton,
Missy Mullinax, Bob Sears, Cindy
Sears, Kenny Silver, Jeff Smith, Cinda
McRary, Judy McRary, Jerry Helton.
Gerald Frye called the meeting to
order. Bob Sears opened with prayer.
Minutes of the last meeting were passed
as written. The financial report was
accepted as written, also.

Old Business
$940 was the total reported for materials
to add a cover to the deck at the
parsonage. The job is complete. There
was no other old business.

New Business
Eric brought up that the PPRC
needs to examine our nursery situation.
The volunteer system is not working
very well. Jeff Smith will call a meeting
to discuss the issue.
Rand McRary: Kevin Simmons has
asked for an advance when he gets ready
to begin the building. He has requested
$30,000 to tide him over until he gets
the first draw from the bank. Jo Nell said
we need one more signature before the
loan will be closed and the funds will
then be available. Jo Nell said we could
take the $30,000 out of one of our
money market accounts. Randy made
the motion to provide Simmons with the
advance. Bleaka Hollar seconded.
Motion passed.
Eric suggested
that we have a ground
breaking ceremony
before they begin the
actual work. Randy
suggested it would be
better to do on a
Saturday. After some
discussion, Sunday
afternoon at 5:00
p.m. was chosen for
the approximately 15 minute ceremony.
Randy McRary also said that we
(the church) need to avoid bothering

Kevin Simmons during the construction
phase. He suggests that, if you have
something to say about the building’s
construction, please talk to him instead.
Ricky Baker announced that 23
youth are going to Look Up Lodge this
week.
The metal building has been moved.
Keith Bradford is planning on trying to
move the block building.
Bob Sears said the conference went
well. The budget was slashed in some
areas for lack of funds. The election
went well, and Bob was grateful for the
help from the 3 or 4 people in our
church who gave their opinions on the
people to be voted on. Bob and Eric
reported that our districts will be
realigned as the Conference goes from
15 districts down to 8 districts, as a way
to lower administrative costs.
Missy thanked everyone for
supporting the Relay for Life and
reported that $1,490 was raised by our
church for cancer research through this
effort.
Eric said that we are planning
another Habitat House in the fall of
2012. Habitat is looking for property to
use in southern Caldwell County that is
accessible to 321. This will be another
county-wide project for the Methodists
churches to do as an IMPACT event.
Jeff Smith asked for a key to the
church. Jerry Kohnle said that he could
arrange for that.

There being no further business,
Gerald asked Kim Ellis to dismiss us in
prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.

Groundbreaking Ceremony slide show
is now online. Access it from the Photo
Gallery page at www.ebenezerumchurch.org.

BLOOD DRIVE
THURSDAY, JULY 28
2:30 PM TO 6:00 PM
Ebenezer’s summer blood drive for the
Red Cross is coming up in July. We will
serve spaghetti and salad, along with
homemade desserts to the donors.
We need volunteers to help with the
cooking, serving, and cleaning. Contact
Gwen Teague to volunteer (396-5543)
We ask that our church members help us
by preparing cakes, pies, and cookies,
etc. to use at the blood
drive.
Please begin letting
people know about the
drive, and don’t forget
to come yourself.
“Why be ordinary? Be Extraordinary.
Donate Blood.”

Newsletter Delivery Alert
We are currently mailing 250 copies of our newsletter to members and nonmembers.
Mailing costs, along with paper and toner costs, have risen. Producing the newsletter
takes a considerable amount of time, too.
To save time and money, we will be removing names from the mailing list this month,
and paring the total recipients down to about 210. If you do not normally attend
Ebenezer UMC or live out of state or out of the Granite Falls/Hickory/Lenoir area,
please let us know if you wish to continue to receive the newsletter by mail.
Please note that we now post the monthly newsletters online at our web site:
www.ebenezerum-church.org. Please let us know if you are willing to receive the
newsletter by e-mail (as a pdf file) or access it on line instead of by regular mail.
Thank you.
You may contact us by phone at: 828-396-2214 during our normal office hours or email us at: ebenezerumc@yahoo.com. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Contributed by Delores Campbell

Penny’s First Garden
When it came time to plant a garden
this year, I set my big foot down and told
everyone I was not planting one. Penny
said, “Well, I am! And you are going to
show me how.”
So, we got Ronnie Spencer to plow it.
He got stuck the first thing. Then, we
went out to drop seeds one day. One of
Penny’s dogs got snake bit down in the
woods. I thought to myself, “This will be
the end of planting a garden”—but, not
so. Even though it took a while for the
dog to recover from the snake bite and to
top it all, one of the other dogs ate the
snake!—it didn’t hurt it.
Penny bought a big bunch of cow
manure and put
it under each
seed she
planted. I went
to the Dollar
Store and got
her the craziest
straw hat I
could find. I told her to put on her straw
hat and rubber boots, so she wouldn’t get
sun burnt or snake bit.
Penny had never used a hoe to dig up
grass, so I showed her how to use the
hoe, instead of pulling grass up with her
hands. It was an exciting time for her
when the plants started coming up. As
they grew, she almost did a dance when
anybody told her she had a pretty garden.
It came time to gather in the greens,
which included a mixture of turnips,
mustard, rape, tender green and kale. We
gave a lot of them away, and still had
plenty. Penny had never canned and
wanted to know how. So, she went down
to Claudia’s with several big bags of the
mixed greens and turnip greens. It took
them from twelve noon to about ten
o’clock that night to fix nine jars. She
came back home and said, “Do you
know how long it took us to fix those
things?!” I laughed, because I knew.
She went with her uncle to get tomato
plants and brought back forty! I asked

her why so many? She said that her
uncle said that you can never get enough
tomato plants. We had to plant them in
the onion middles. She claimed she
didn’t like greens, but after tasting the
mixed greens, she changed her mind.
She declared that I had too many squash
plants, but when the squash came on,
who was there, but Penny wanting to
plant more squash—along with more
mixed greens. We had planted Irish
potatoes in April, and she dug them up
after the beans
started blooming.
She said, “Look,
we have big
potatoes!” We
had thought
about making
sour kraut, but by
the time she gave several people
cabbage heads, we had only two heads
left in the garden.
Billy Wayne works at Bernhardt with
a preacher that they call Cloud. He came
to see the garden and told Billy Wayne
that Penny had a beautiful garden.
Everyone that sees it says that. This
makes her so happy that she wants to
just keep on planting. She bought home
pepper plants and got one plant that said
it was “the world’s hottest pepper.” I
asked her why she bought it and she
said, “I picked it up and thought I
wanted it.” When she told a friend of
Billy Wayne’s about it, he said not to
plant it with the other peppers or they
will be so hot you can’t eat them. She
ended up giving the plant to Max
Spencer, my brother.
Penny has tended to this garden as if
it were her baby. If a plant dies or looks
like it is going to, she gets all upset. A
mother deer and her baby have been
eating on some of the plants. I think that
is why the corn plants are so uneven.
They like to eat the leaves off of her
sweet potatoes, too. Penny is not a bit
happy about this. I dropped some
cantaloupe seed down between some
snapdragons that I planted in the garden,
and here came Penny wanting to know
who had planted cucumbers in between
the flowers. I said, “I don’t know. I put

some cantaloupe out there. Did they
come up?” She asked me to come and
see. I hadn’t covered the seeds with dirt,
but almost everyone I had put there had
come up. In a few days from now, Penny
is going to have to can beans.
So far, she is enjoying her first
garden. I thought when she started that
she would only last two weeks, but she
is looking forward to growing more
vegetables even though it has been very
hot. Penny started out not liking
anything in the garden, but beans,
potatoes, cucumbers, and corn. Guess
what? Now, she is eating squash, mixed
greens, and Rhubarb No Fool Pie. She
also loves tomatoes and, if nothing
happens, she is going to have more than
she can eat. She said I made her grow a
field when she started out, but now she
says she needs another field because she
didn’t get to plant watermelon,
cantaloupe, pumpkin, or as much corn as
she’d like. There wasn’t enough room to
plant everything. I just thank God for
letting Penny’s first garden be so
beautiful.

G

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“While the earth remains, seedtime
and harvest, cold and heat, winter
and summer, and day and night shall
not cease.”
—Genesis 8:22 NKJV
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Acolyte Schedule - JULY

June Celebrations



3rd P. A. Burson, IV



10th Hannah Abernethy
17th Molly Sims



2nd—Jason Vetter



3rd—Freida Farr



4th—Janet Ray



10th—Arlene McRary, Cameron Collins



14th—Marilyn Kohnle, Matt Shook



15th—Wesley Bradford



16th—Danielle Miller



19th—Thomas Johnson



20th—Casey Mullinax



22nd—Kay Gilbert, Mark Moss



26th—Michael Sherrill



27th—Cody Parham



29th—Josh Bowman



30th—Rebecca Hirt, Mildred Tolbert



31st—Jerry Parson, Jr.

24th Rhyan Stone
31st Clair Gilbert

Nursery Schedule - JULY
3rd

8:30 Sherry Austin & Grace Bradford
11:00 Nancy Sears

10th

8:30 Tammy Adams & Bleaka Hollar?
11:00 Natasha Haas

17th

8:30 Becky Yount & ?
11:00 Annette Burson

24th

8:30 Sonya Crouse & Cheryl Vosdingh
11:00 JoAnn Knepp

Happy Anniversary!


13th—Steven & Cheryl Vosdingh



14th—Chris & Melissa Wilson



18th—Boyd & Margaret Fairchild



27th—Jason & Angela Vetter

Our Military

Please pray for the
men and women who
protect our freedoms.

Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Michael Crouse
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski
Ian Lawrence
Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jason Nichol
Christopher Satterwhite

31st

8:30 Cinda McRary & Linda Abernethy
11:00 Wayne Ellis

Sunday School Classes & Leaders
Nursery — Nancy Sears, Frieda & Jim Farr, Missy Mullinax
Preschool—Butterfly Class — Natasha Haas, Sonya Crouse;
Assistants: Jamie Smith, Jessica Haas
K, 1st, 2nd—Explorers Class — Marsha McRary; Assistants:
Dawn Yount, Teresa Simmons
3rd, 4th, 5th—Lighthouse Class — Celeste Creasemen;
Assistant: Warren Bumgarner
Middle School—The Rock — Kim Ellis; Assistants: Glennie
Sims, Tammy Adams
High School—Christ Driven Teens — Joe Sims, Natasha Haas;
Assistants: Steve Kohnle, Whitney Sims
Young Adults—Under Grace—David Abernethy
Adults—Pairs and Spares — Barbara Miller, Cindy Sears
Adults—Rainbow Class — Bleaka Hollar
Adults—Women’s Bible Class — Susan Brown, Cathy
Huffman, Barbara Ferguson, Mildred Tolbert
Adults—Heavenly Sonlighters — Bob Sears, Tom Harrison,
Leonard Teague, Larry Shook
We have a Bible study class for you at Ebenezer!
Small group studies are also available. Just ask.
We have Wednesday evening classes, too.
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Fundraisers in JULY

Special Giving
Memorials
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in June:

In Honor of Our Graduates by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell

In Memory of John Cole & Leo
McRary by:
Marsha & Randy McRary

In Honor of Children’s Day by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell

In Memory of Ronnie
Satterwhite by:
Cindy Satterwhite

In Honor of Father’s Day by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell

A couple of the Sunday school classes are serving up a plate of
barbecue chicken with slaw, beans, and a roll, along with homemade
desserts to help raise money for Ragan Knepp’s medical bills.
Please come and show your support for Ragan and her family, and
have a good meal, too.
If you can provide a dessert, please do so. Or if you
would like to volunteer to help, please contact
Ricky Baker, Steve Kohnle, or any member of the
Pairs & Spares class. We appreciate your help.

In Honor of Kim Ellis and All
the VBS Workers by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell

We want to pick your brain and raid
your photo albums for items that will fill
out our church history online. The
photos will be returned unharmed. We
may edit the memories for length.
As of now, our history of the church
stops in 1974. So any information you
can give us about changes or events that
happened after that time will help us to
bring the web page up-to-date. We are
also looking for photographs of former
pastors and previous Ebenezer buildings.
Having these things online makes them
more accessible to everyone. Even if
you do not own a computer or have
internet access at home, the public
libraries offer free computer and internet
access.
Please contact Warren Bumgarner
or Cindy Sears if you have something to
share about Ebenezer UMC’s history.
Thank you!

Find & circle the words in the list below on the
diagram—across, up, down, or diagonally.

www.biblestoryprintables.com
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Church Council, 4:30 Lord’s Supper
Ministry, 4 PM,
pm, see p. 2
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UMW—7 pm,
see p. 2
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Prayer Group—9 am
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Lord’s Supper
Ministry, 5 PM,
see p. 2
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Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Adult, &
Children’s Bible
studies, & Synago

Wed

28
Blood Drive, see p. 3

21

14

7
Men’s Prayer
Breakfast, 7 pm, see
p. 2

Thu

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

May God keep you safe on your vacation, and bring you
back to worship & serve the Lord with us again.

5
Prayer Group—9 am

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Fellowship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school

Tue

Mon

July 2011

Sun

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC

30
BBQ Chicken
Fundraiser, 5-7 PM,
see p. 6

23

16

9

2

Sat
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