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i s s “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...” Mat t hew 28: 19

" IP a s tCornei sRev. Eric Lane

|l nside this

Meetings 2

HoIiday'Office Hours 2 “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

Something to Pray About 2 for his steadfast love endures forever.” -- Psalm 107:1

Hid in My Heart 2 .

i n My Hear _ We have come to the end of the year 2015, and I expect that most of us, if not
Suggested Reading 3 all of us, are looking forward to 2016 being a better year. With that in mind, I went
Special Giving 3 back to the Old Testament, and re-read the story of Israel crossing the Jordan to
Gifts for Christ Lists 4 enter into the Promised Land.

January Celebrations 5 The day before the people crossed over Jordan, Joshua told them to: “Sanctify

Amazing Grace DVD 5 yourselves; for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” (Joshua 3: 5)

Acolyte & Nursery Schedules 5 You probably know the rest of the story—of how God did do many great

Our Military 5 wonders. The journey was not an easy one; there were.times \yhen things went well,
abl . 5 but along the way we see that the people took matters into their own hands, and

Quotable Quotes turned away from God. When they did this, the people encountered difficulties and

Jan. Fundraisers & Events: 6 hard times; yet, when they were obedient to God, even when faced with hard times,

3 on 3 Basketball Tourney 6 they were able to press on towards the goal.

Blood Drive 6 Even when they turned away from God, and faced the consequences of their

Van Fund Report 6 choices; God did not abandon them. Instead, God remained with them and waited

Poor Mands Supb6 for them to turn back to him.

Belize Yard Sale 6 My point is that, while we hope that 2016 will be a much better year for us, and

New Prayer Group 6 while we look forward to beginning the New Year right; we really do not know

Gifts for Chri7? i what thg fufugq holds for us or our families. But what we do know is that God is

Something, con7 with us—to Walk ahead of us to prepare the way, beside us to help us.along the.

way, and behind us to protect us. And even when we stray (and we will), God is
A Plan for Success? 7 . .. . . .
Calendar 8 still there, waiting and ready to receive us back into his grace.

“Father, we thank you for the gift of life, family, and friends. Looking back on
the year, we could not have made it except for your loving grace. Thank you for
receiving those whom we have loved and see no more, and for the hope that one
day we will once again be reunited with them.

As we look forward Lord, we are gazing into the unknown—a land that we

have not yet traveled. Lord, I pray that we will allow you to guide us and protect us;
and please forgive us when we fail you. May we love one another as you have first
8:30a Worship Service (Contempdfargbved us; may we seek to do your will in all that we do; and may we walk each day

Sunday Services

9:50a Sunday School with you by our side. Amen.”

11:00a Worship Service (Traditiongl) Happy New Year! —_Rev. Eric Lane

6.00p Youth Group (Gradd 6

6:00p Adult Choir Practice WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES , | CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY UniryPOP Praise BandRehearsal dm /" | TuesiiFriday: 8:3011:30 p.m.

Methodist Women ! 700p Bible Studyﬁ Children & Adults. - Phone: (828) 3962214
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program. Judy McCrary and Bleaka
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women of the church are encouraged to 22d2d R 82dz 68 FTNBS TNRY ) 2F
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Sunday school will be held at 9:00 a.m CKSNBE A& LI2 6 QABNILIYGT NE2 5 Powen
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Suggested Reading
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Drinking in America: Our Secret History by Susan Cheevey] c2¥g" UM and it members,

“Upon all the new settlements the Spaniards make, the first thing they do is build
a church,” wrote the British captain Thomas Walduck in 1708, “The first thing the
Dutch do upon a new colony is to build them a fort, but the first thing the English do,
be it in the most remote part of the world, or amongst the most barbarous Indians, is to
set up a tavern or drinking house.” The American Revolution was hatched in taverns
where men shored up their resolve and courage by drinking rum and beer. The
Mayflower landed where it did, because the travelers were running out of beer, which
was used to pay the sailors and keep the passengers happy. There are more intriguing
tidbits of information about how the intake of alcohol has helped to shape the character
and formation of the United States. In this book by Susan Cheever, a former heavy
drinker and child of an alcoholic parent, both those against and for drinking will find
plenty of evidence to bolster their claims. (Available at the Lenoir Library.)

How Would God Vote? Why the Bible Commands You to |

Conservative by David Klinghoffer, c2008

Klinghoffer, a non-Christian Jew, uses the Bible, both the Old and New
Testaments, to illuminate the worldview set forth in the Scriptures and how that relates
to contemporary political issues. In most instances, he believes God would vote on the
conservative side of modern debated issues, such as, immigration, gay marriage,
abortion, care for the poor, war and peace and other issues. He finds a pattern in how
conservatives and liberals line up on both sides of these and other issues, and believes
that it derives from “radically different ways of looking at the world: one in
consonance with the Bible, the other very much not.” But he does not stay completely
on the Republican side of all issues, and finds that some Republicans have waffled on
important issues—moving away from God’s view as defined in the Scriptures.

Except for one or two places where Klinghoffer seems to misread parts of the
New Testament (at least we Christians would say so), he makes some very interesting
and valid points about how God would vote on various issues by looking at how God
has chosen to manifest Himself to the Israelites and through Jesus and the apostles.
Klinghoffer’s take on some of the Old Testament laws and events from his Jewish
perspective are especially enlightening. He explains, for instance, that children are
important because they are the ones who will transmit ancient traditions and religious
beliefs to prosperity. Children are not just there to receive parental affection or
governmental nurturance. Liberal-minded people would be just as satisfied with a cat
or dog; conservatives need children to pass on their heritage, their faith, to the next
generation. Children are “our moral future.”

Another part I found intriguing was how Klinghoffer and most Jews view the
Islamic religion. The description of Ishmael in the Bible as a wild-ass, a symbol of
violence, fits well with his descendents. Yet, the Bible later shows Ishmael helping his
half brother Isaac bury Abraham. From this, Klinghoffer believes that the Muslims are
redeemable as a people. The Bible shows patterns that history will follow. Ishmael’s
story “is one of alienation, jealousy, outrage, and violence—but with repentance,
reconciliation, and renewed commitment to the ethical norms of Abrahamic religion at
the end.. .biblical tradition insists that Ishmael is redeemable, and that Islam can be
turned to the good.”

On the other hand, Klinghoffer makes a good point that we should be wary of the
European Union, because it is based on atheism, and denies all religious traditions and

graterully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in December:

I n Memory of Ranny
Barbara Frye

Jerry Lee Hunt, Jr.

Chuck & Tammy Adams

Leonard & Jeanette Teague

I n Memory of Phyll

Chuck & Tammy Adams

I n Memory of Mi|ssy
by:

Chuck & Tammy Adams
Bef"ln Memory of J. B.
Stephen & Linda Coffey

I n Memory of Stleve
by:

Cinda McRary

I n Honor of Lor/doés
Mi ni stry Cooks |by:

Bill Campbell

I n Honor of My
by:

Bill Campbell

I n Honor of the Wo
by:

Anonymous

I n Honor of the Ad
by:

Bill Campbell

Chu

(See alsopp. 4 & 7)

beliefs. They are involved in radical
secularization. No wonder many Bible
scholars see this union as a forerunner of
the coming Antichrist. (Available at the
Lenoir Library.)

—Cindy Sears
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Berlie bg?r af ford Mi s sy MbylCheryl V@dingh
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January Celebratio
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1 1stA Mary Teague

1 4thi Kyle Settlemyre, Rhyan Stone

1 5thf Jason Collins

1 10th A Juliette Haas, Cole McCrary

1 14th A Makayla Settlemyre

1 15th A Emily Johnson

1 16th A Rosalind Kelley, Anna Miller

1 18thfi Chuck Adams, Kasey Smith

1 19th A Lindsay Bradford

1 20th fi Barbara Ferguson, Keith Keener

1 21stfA Kennedy Behmer

1 23rd i Tyler Ellis

1 25thfi Dwight Kelley, Dawn Yount

1 27thf Eric Lane, Amanda Simmons,
Stephanie Shook, Weston Triplette

1 28thfi Blanche Kohnle

1 30thA Kevin Sears

 31stii Rachel Poe

Happy Anniversa

1 4thi Eric & Beth Lane
1 27thfi Anthony & Sherry Austin
1 27thf David & Sonya Crouse

Amazing Grace DVD

Our church library now has a copy of the movie,
“Amazing Grace.” This movie dramatizes the fight by
William Wilberforce and his compatriots to abolish the
slave trade in Great Britain’s Empire. In the movie, we also
get a glimpse of the man who wrote the song, “Amazing
Grace,” John Newton, who was William’s friend and
pastor that encouraged Wilberforce to take up the battle
and continue to fight through a long series of setbacks and
attacks from those who relied on the trade for their
businesses and investments. The war may be long, but God
sustains his warriors and gives victory in the end. Praise to
God for providing us with such warriors as Wilberforce!

Study guides and video clips are provided with the
DVD. Put the DVD in a computer to access the guides.
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Quotable Quotes

6To doubt a babyds human
my own. What dies in an a
and also some essential p
participants®é humanity. o0
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3 on 3 Basketball Tourney

Ebenezer United Methodist Church

January Fundraisers & Events

You think you’re good.
Prove it!

Grab two of your friends
and jump into a game o

30on3
Basketball

Saturday

Jan. 2nd

All Day

Call Kim Ellis
at 396-1320 for

more details and to sign up. Teams
pay a fee to enter.

Hamburgers and hot dogs will
be sold during the tournament. If you
don’t play, come and watch and eat!

For Belize Mission Trip.

Red Cross Blood Drive

Van Fund Update

Monday
January 11th
37:00 PM

Our annual winter blood drive i n
memory of Lwlde Mc Rfa
coming up soon. Please tell your
friends and co-workers, and ask them
to give so that others may live.

We will serve hot soup and
sandwiches to the donors, and ask that
are members help supply the soup and
some sweets. Thank you.

To volunteer to help,
please see Dawn Yount
for more information.

OAre we there y
As of December 28th, we have—

drum roll, please!

$9,902.99!

in the Van Fund.

r 'y Who is going to step up and
give us $97.01 to make it an even
$10,000?

We thank you for your help in
building up this fund. It is beginning
to look like we are going to make it
this time.

Poor Manos

Belize Yard Sale

Prayer Group

In Memory of Missy Mullinax

Saturday
January 9th
5-7:00 PM

It may be called a Poor Man’s
supper, but it is a southern staple and
good, good eating! Join us for pinto
beans, cornbread, potatoes & onions,
slaw, and dessert.

Donations are requested.
Proceeds go to the annual cancer
fundraiser, “Relay for Life.”

Tired of it? Wrong size? Forgot you
had it? Want to buy something
newer?

Bring your old and tired to us for the

Belize Yard Sale
Saturday
January 23rd
8 AM 1 PM

We will do our best to get rid of your
stuff, and you can help us raise

money fortheBel i ze Mi ss

A group of people are now
meeting on

Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

to lift up prayers for the church, our
ministries, and for individuals who
need

i on 1 M-
healing—physical, financial, and
spiritual. Anyone may join the
group, which meets in the Heavenly
Sonlighters Classroom in the old
fellowship hall.

We invite you to join us and
hope that you will seriously consider
helping us lift up all our concerns
and desires to our Lord on Sunday
mornings.
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