
Issue 01 Volume 12 

 “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   for his steadfast love endures forever.” -- Psalm 107:1 

We have come to the end of the year 2015, and I expect that most of us, if not 

all of us, are looking forward to 2016 being a better year. With that in mind, I went 

back to the Old Testament, and re-read the story of Israel crossing the Jordan to 

enter into the Promised Land. 

The day before the people crossed over Jordan, Joshua told them to: “Sanctify 

yourselves; for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” (Joshua 3: 5) 

You probably know the rest of the story—of how God did do many great 

wonders. The journey was not an easy one; there were times when things went well, 

but along the way we see that the people took matters into their own hands, and 

turned away from God. When they did this, the people encountered difficulties and 

hard times; yet, when they were obedient to God, even when faced with hard times, 

they were able to press on towards the goal. 

Even when they turned away from God, and faced the consequences of their 

choices; God did not abandon them. Instead, God remained with them and waited 

for them to turn back to him. 

My point is that, while we hope that 2016 will be a much better year for us, and 

while we look forward to beginning the New Year right; we really do not know 

what the future holds for us or our families. But what we do know is that God is 

with us—to walk ahead of us to prepare the way, beside us to help us along the 

way, and behind us to protect us. And even when we stray (and we will), God is 

still there, waiting and ready to receive us back into his grace. 

“Father, we thank you for the gift of life, family, and friends. Looking back on 

the year, we could not have made it except for your loving grace. Thank you for 

receiving those whom we have loved and see no more, and for the hope that one 

day we will once again be reunited with them. 

As we look forward Lord, we are gazing into the unknown—a land that we 

have not yet traveled. Lord, I pray that we will allow you to guide us and protect us; 

and please forgive us when we fail you. May we love one another as you have first 

loved us; may we seek to do your will in all that we do; and may we walk each day 

with you by our side. Amen.” 

Happy New Year!       —Rev. Eric Lane  
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǝǎǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ L ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
άǇƻǿΩǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΦέ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ 
ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘƛƳέ ŦǊƻƳ 
9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ όǎŜŜ ŀōƻǾŜύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ƛǎΥ ά5ƻ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ƳŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ IƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΚέ 

[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻƴƎΥ 

±ŜǊǎŜ мΥ 

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΚ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƻǿΩǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ǇƻǿΩǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΤ 
²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƻΩŜǊ ŜǾƛƭ ŀ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ǿƛƴΚ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇƻǿΩǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΦ 

/ƘƻǊǳǎΥ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƻǿΩǊΣ ǇƻǿΩǊΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ-ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇƻǿΩǊ 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳōΤ 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƻǿΩǊΣ ǇƻǿΩǊΣ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ-ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇƻǿΩǊ 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳōΦ 

±ŜǊǎŜ пΥ 

²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ ȅƻǳǊ YƛƴƎΚ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƻǿΩǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ǇƻǿΩǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΤ 
²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ Řŀƛƭȅ Iƛǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎΚ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇƻǿΩǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘΦ 

Lƴ wƻƳŀƴǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ сΣ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ 
ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΥ 

!ƴŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƻƭŘ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ǎŜƭŦ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ 
ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǿ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΦ CƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƛŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ 
ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǾŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΧLƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΧ{ƛƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǊǳƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǊǘŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎŜƭŦΦ bƻǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƴ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΧ{ƛƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΤ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
ƭƛǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƭŀǿ ōǳǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ  --wƻƳŀƴǎ сΥр-мп όǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘύ 

bƻǝŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǊǳƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǊǘŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ 
ǳƴǝƭ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎΗ {ƛƴ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǳǎ ƴƻǿΗ 5ƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΚ !ǊŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƭȅ ōȅ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƅŜǎƘΚ .ǳǘ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƭȅ ƴƻǿΗ  

(Continued on page 7) 

Powõr in the 

blood  

3ÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ 0ÒÁÙ !ÂÏÕÔ    

L ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘƛƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǇƻǿŜǊ нл ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀǘ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƳǎΦ    
     τ9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ мΥмф-нл 

by Cindy Sears  -ÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ  

Church Council Meeting 

The Church Council will meet at 4:30 

p.m. on Sunday, January 10th. New 

Council members need to be present. If 

you have business to bring before the 

Council, please contact Boyd Johnson, the 

new Council Chairperson. All members 

of the church may attend. 

United Methodist Women 
The UMW will meet on January 24th at 

7:00 p.m.  Nancy Sears will present the 

program. Judy McCrary and Bleaka 

Hollar are in charge of refreshments. All 

women of the church are encouraged to 

attend. 

One Service Sunday 
There will be one worship service on 

Sunday, January 31st at 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday school will be held at 9:00 a.m. 

February Newsletter Items  
Please have information and articles for 

the February newsletter in by January 

19th. Thank you. —Editor 

Holiday Office Hours 
The Church Office will be closed on 

Friday, January 1st. Bulletin items for 

Sunday, January 3rd, need to be in by 

9:00 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 31st. 

New Wednesday Study 
Cindy will be starting a new Bible study 

on Wednesday evenings based on the 

book, “Happiness” by Randy Alcorn. The 

first class will be on January 6th at 7:00 

p.m. 

How do I hide Godõs word in my 

heart? Memorize it! 

 .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻΤ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻτƛŦΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ 

DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΦ  ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ 
ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦ 

 τwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥф  Db¢ 
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3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ 'ÉÖÉÎÇ 

Ebenezer UMC and its members, 

gratefully acknowledge the following 

special gifts received in December: 

In Memory of Ranny Frye by:  

Barbara Frye 

Jerry Lee Hunt, Jr. 

Chuck & Tammy Adams 

Leonard & Jeanette Teague 

In Memory of Phyllis Brady by: 

Chuck & Tammy Adams 

In Memory of Missy Mullinax 

by: 

Chuck & Tammy Adams 

In Memory of J. B. Coffey by: 

Stephen & Linda Coffey 

In Memory of Steve McRary 

by: 

Cinda McRary 

In Honor of Lordôs Super 

Ministry Cooks by: 

Bill Campbell 

In Honor of My Church Family 

by: 

Bill Campbell 

In Honor of the Woods Family 

by: 

Anonymous 

In Honor of the Adult Choir 

by: 

Bill Campbell 

 

(See also pp. 4 & 7) 

 Suggested Reading 

Drinking in America: Our Secret History by Susan Cheever, c2015 
“Upon all the new settlements the Spaniards make, the first thing they do is build 

a church,” wrote the British captain Thomas Walduck in 1708, “The first thing the 

Dutch do upon a new colony is to build them a fort, but the first thing the English do, 

be it in the most remote part of the world, or amongst the most barbarous Indians, is to 

set up a tavern or drinking house.” The American Revolution was hatched in taverns 

where men shored up their resolve and courage by drinking rum and beer. The 

Mayflower landed where it did, because the travelers were running out of beer, which 

was used to pay the sailors and keep the passengers happy. There are more intriguing 

tidbits of information about how the intake of alcohol has helped to shape the character 

and formation of the United States. In this book by Susan Cheever, a former heavy 

drinker and child of an alcoholic parent, both those against and for drinking will find 

plenty of evidence to bolster their claims. (Available at the Lenoir Library.) 

How Would God Vote? Why the Bible Commands You to Be a 
Conservative by David Klinghoffer, c2008 

Klinghoffer, a non-Christian Jew, uses the Bible, both the Old and New 

Testaments, to illuminate the worldview set forth in the Scriptures and how that relates 

to contemporary political issues. In most instances, he believes God would vote on the 

conservative side of modern debated issues, such as, immigration, gay marriage, 

abortion, care for the poor, war and peace and other issues. He finds a pattern in how 

conservatives and liberals line up on both sides of these and other issues, and believes 

that it derives from “radically different ways of looking at the world: one in 

consonance with the Bible, the other very much not.” But he does not stay completely 

on the Republican side of all issues, and finds that some Republicans have waffled on 

important issues—moving away from God’s view as defined in the Scriptures. 

Except for one or two places where Klinghoffer seems to misread parts of the 

New Testament (at least we Christians would say so), he makes some very interesting 

and valid points about how God would vote on various issues by looking at how God 

has chosen to manifest Himself to the Israelites and through Jesus and the apostles. 

Klinghoffer’s take on some of the Old Testament laws and events from his Jewish 

perspective are especially enlightening. He explains, for instance, that children are 

important because they are the ones who will transmit ancient traditions and religious 

beliefs to prosperity. Children are not just there to receive parental affection or 

governmental nurturance. Liberal-minded people would be just as satisfied with a cat 

or dog; conservatives need children to pass on their heritage, their faith, to the next 

generation. Children are “our moral future.”  

Another part I found intriguing was how Klinghoffer and most Jews view the 

Islamic religion. The description of Ishmael in the Bible as a wild-ass, a symbol of 

violence, fits well with his descendents. Yet, the Bible later shows Ishmael helping his 

half brother Isaac bury Abraham. From this, Klinghoffer believes that the Muslims are 

redeemable as a people. The Bible shows patterns that history will follow. Ishmael’s 

story “is one of alienation, jealousy, outrage, and violence—but with repentance, 

reconciliation, and renewed commitment to the ethical norms of Abrahamic religion at 

the end…biblical tradition insists that Ishmael is redeemable, and that Islam can be 

turned to the good.” 

On the other hand, Klinghoffer makes a good point that we should be wary of the 

European Union, because it is based on atheism, and denies all religious traditions and 

beliefs. They are involved in radical 

secularization. No wonder many Bible 

scholars see this union as a forerunner of 

the coming Antichrist. (Available at the 

Lenoir Library.) 

   —Cindy Sears 
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In Memory of 
J. B. Coffey by Patty Coffey & The Herman Family 

Ralph & Phyllis Collins, Leo & Polly McRary, & Steve 

McRary by Jason & Candace Collins 

Zachary Cullop & Missy Mullinax by Barbara Ferguson 

Bob Sears & Missy Mullinax by Nancy Sears 

Keith Bradford by Grace Bradford 

Jack D. Frye, Ranny Frye, Zetta Mae Frye & Pinola & 

June Holman by Barbara Frye 

Ranny Frye by Angie Frye 

Our Parents, Paul & Agnes Hill and Wade & Virginia 

McRary by Larry & Alice Hill 

Wilbur Martin by JoAnn Knepp  

Wilbur Martin, Jim & Pearl McCrary, & Exie & 

Berlie Stafford by ? 

Peggy Duncan and Alvin Lane by Eric & Beth Lane 

Keith Bradford by Lindsay Bradford 

Wade Austin & Charles Newton by Anthony & Sherry 

Austin 

Lois Watson, Max Watson, & Carl Kohnle by Jerry & 

Marilyn Kohnle 

Keith McCrary and Jim & Pearl McCrary by Kim 

Knepp 

Missy Mullinax, Dennis Mullinax, Brian Mullinax & 

Ranny Frye by Robert Mullinax 

Ginger Webb & Jeannie Dunlap by David & Linda 

Abernethy  

Frances Baker by Ricky & Shawn Baker 

George Thomas Hutchinson by Celeste Creaseman 

J. C. & Lois Ellis, and Bob Sears by Wayne, Kim, 

Jordan, & Tyler Ellis 

Zetta Mae Frye, Corrine DeVries, Jack Frye, & Ranny 

Frye by Gerald Frye 

J. C. & Lois Ellis and Bob Sears by Wayne, Kim, 

Jordan, & Tyler Ellis 

Ken & Rachel Parlier, Alice Irene Hamby, & Virginia 

(Ginny) Hamby by Roy & Tina Hamby 

Rick & Edith Lyda, Eugene & Volenia Helton by Jerry 

Gifts for Christ 

& Loretta Helton 

Amira Elizabeth & Keith McCrary by Darren & 

Sarah McCrary 

Keith McCrary by John & Kelly McCrary 

Keith McCrary, Linda Bowman, & Berlie & Exie 

Stafford by Judy McCrary 

Steve McRary by Cinda McRary 

Leo & Polly McRary and John & Wilda Cole by 

Randy & Marsha McRary 

Gerald Miller by Barbara Miller 

Gene Sears, Babe & Brintie Sears, and Hugh & 

Lizzie Reid by Cindy Sears 

Michael Triplette, Sara Jane Miller, & Greg Miller 

by Weston & Shannon Triplette 

Margaret Mooney by Kaye Seagle 

Missy Mullinax by Cheryl Vosdingh 

Tom Harrison by Jo Nell Harrison 

Albert & Tiffany Miller by Lyle & Angie Miller 

Missy Mullinax, Dennis Mullinax, Levi Mullinax, 

Justin Clontz, & Josh Waggoner by Regina 

Mullinax 

Billie Starnes by Lois Starnes 

In Honor of 
Blanche Kohnle by Jason & Candace Collins 

Eric Lane by Angie Frye 

Dwight Kelley by Rosalind and Shane Kelley 

Casey, Meredith, Ragan & Macey Knepp by JoAnn 

Knepp 

Judy McCrary and Russ & JoAnn Knepp by Kim 

Knepp 

Ruby Martin by ? 

Ezma Austin & Alice Newton by Anthony & Sherry 

Austin 

The Baker Boys, Judy Smith & Marley, and 

Donald Baker by Ricky & Shawn Baker 

Paul & Edna Hart, and Emma Wade by Grace 

Bradford 

(Continued on page 7) 
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!ŎƻƭȅǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ - W!b¦!w¸ 

оǊŘ   /ƻƭŜ aŎ/ǊŀǊȅ 

млǘƘ   YŜǾƛƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ 

мтǘƘ  tŀȅǘƻƴ [ȅŘŀ 

нпǘƘ  aŀƪŀȅƭŀ {ŜǧƭŜƳȅǊŜ 

омǎǘ  {ŀǾŀƴƴŀ /ǊŜŀǎŜƳŀƴ 

¶ 1stñMary Teague  

¶ 4thñKyle Settlemyre, Rhyan Stone  

¶ 5thñJason Collins  

¶ 10thñJuliette Haas, Cole McCrary  

¶ 14thñMakayla Settlemyre  

¶ 15thñEmily Johnson  

¶ 16thñRosalind Kelley, Anna Miller  

¶ 18thñChuck Adams, Kasey Smith  

¶ 19thñLindsay Bradford  

¶ 20thñBarbara Ferguson, Keith Keener  

¶ 21stñKennedy Behmer  

¶ 23rdñTyler Ellis  

¶ 25thñDwight Kelley, Dawn Yount  

¶ 27thñEric Lane, Amanda Simmons, 

Stephanie Shook, Weston Triplette  

¶ 28thñBlanche Kohnle   

¶ 30thñKevin Sears   

¶ 31stñRachel Poe  

Happy Anniversary! 
¶ 4thñEric & Beth Lane  

¶ 27thñAnthony & Sherry Austin  

¶ 27thñDavid & Sonya Crouse  

i i 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ - W!b¦!w¸ 

оǊŘ уΥол  .ƻȅŘ ϧ 9Ƴƛƭȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

ммΥлл  .ŜǘƘ [ŀƴŜ 

млǘƘ 
уΥол  ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ {ƛƳƳƻƴǎ ϧ 5ŀǿƴ ¸ƻǳƴǘ 

ммΥлл   !ƴƎƛŜ aƛƭƭŜǊ 

мтǘƘ 
уΥол  Yŀȅ DƛƭōŜǊǘ ϧ ¢ŀƳƳȅ !ŘŀƳǎ 

ммΥлл   bŀƴŎȅ {ŜŀǊǎ 

нпǘƘ 
уΥол  IŜŀǘƘŜǊ {ǘƻƴŜ ϧ YƛƳ 9ƭƭƛǎ 

ммΥлл   wƻǎŀƭƛƴŘ YŜƭƭŜȅ 

омǎǘ 
млΥол  Yŀȅ DƛƭōŜǊǘ 

   

January  Ce lebrat ions 

Nick Austin 

Kyle Blair 

Anthony Coffey 

Paul Coffey 

Joey Deal 

Dakota Fox 

Ethan Fox 

Andy Gaillard 

Ricky Garland 

Jason Gibson 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎΦ /ÕÒ -ÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ 

Trey Hefner 

Chris Kaisenski 

Shane McRary 

William E. McRary 

Travis Miller 

Joey Moore 

Jamie Mullinax 

Michael Potts 

Alex Shealy 

Hunter Tolbert 

Josh Yount 

Quotable Quotes  

 άTo doubt a babyôs humanness is to doubt 
my own. What dies in an abortion? A baby, yes; 
and also some essential portion of the 
participantsô humanity.ò 

--¢ƻƳ Dƛƭǎƻƴ 

   

Amazing Grace DVD 

 Our church library now has a copy of the movie, 

“Amazing Grace.” This movie dramatizes the fight by 

William Wilberforce and his compatriots to abolish the 

slave trade in Great Britain’s Empire. In the movie, we also 

get a glimpse of the man who wrote the song, “Amazing 

Grace,” John Newton, who was William’s friend and 

pastor that encouraged Wilberforce to take up the battle 

and continue to fight through a long series of setbacks and 

attacks from those who relied on the trade for their 

businesses and investments. The war may be long, but God 

sustains his warriors and gives victory in the end. Praise to 

God for providing us with such warriors as Wilberforce! 

 Study guides and video clips are provided with the 

DVD. Put the DVD in a computer to access the guides.   



 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church  6 

Red Cross Blood Drive Van Fund Update 

January Fundraisers & Events  

òAre we there yet?ó 

  

As of December 28th, we have—

drum roll, please! 

$9,902.99! 

in the Van Fund.  

 Who is going to step up and 

give us $97.01 to make it an even 

$10,000? 

 We thank you for your help in 

building up this fund. It is beginning 

to look like we are going to make it 

this time. 

Poor Manõs Supper 

3 on 3 Basketball Tourney 

You think you’re good.  

Prove it! 

Grab two of your friends 

and jump into a game of  

3 on 3 
Basketball 

Saturday 
Jan. 2nd 
All Day 
Call Kim Ellis 

at 396-1320 for 

more details and to sign up. Teams 

pay a fee to enter. 

Hamburgers and hot dogs will 

be sold during the tournament. If you 

don’t play, come and watch and eat! 

For Belize Mission Trip. 

Bel ize Yard Sa le Prayer Group 

In Memory of Missy Mullinax 

Saturday 

January 9th 

5-7:00 PM 
 

It may be called a Poor Man’s 

supper, but it is a southern staple and 

good, good eating! Join us for pinto 

beans, cornbread, potatoes & onions, 

slaw, and dessert. 

Donations are requested. 

Proceeds go to the annual cancer 

fundraiser, “Relay for Life.” 

Tired of it? Wrong size? Forgot you 

had it? Want to buy something 

newer? 

Bring your old and tired to us for the  

Belize Yard Sale 

Saturday 

January 23rd 

8 AMñ1 PM 

We will do our best to get rid of your 

stuff, and you can help us raise 

money for the Belize Mission Trip. 

Monday 

January 11th 

3-7:00 PM 

 

Our annual winter blood drive in 

memory of Leo McRary will be 

coming up soon. Please tell your 

friends and co-workers, and ask them 

to give so that others may live.  

We will serve hot soup and 

sandwiches to the donors, and ask that 

are members help supply the soup and 

some sweets. Thank you. 

To volunteer to help, 

please see Dawn Yount 

for more information. 

A group of people are now 

meeting on  

Sundays at 9:00 a.m.  

to lift up prayers for the church, our 

ministries, and for individuals who 

need 

healing—physical, financial, and 

spiritual. Anyone may join the 

group, which meets in the Heavenly 

Sonlighters Classroom in the old 

fellowship hall.  

We invite you to join us and 

hope that you will seriously consider 

helping us lift up all our concerns 

and desires to our Lord on Sunday 

mornings. 
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Hoke & Cleo Clark, and Judy McCrary by Becky Clark 

Clemontine Hutchinson by Celeste Creaseman 

Miss Carsen & Baylor Hamby by Roy & Tina Hamby 

Steve & Samantha Kohnle & Emily, Scott & Rhonda Kohnle & Family, 

Amber & David Windsor, & Jerry Paron by Jerry & Marilyn Kohnle 

Blanche Kohnle by Jerry & Marilyn Kohnle 

Judy McCrary by Darren & Sarah McCrary and John & Kelly McCrary 

Garry & Phyllis Minton & Hunter Tolbert by John & Kelly McCrary 

Tammy, John, Kim & Darren by Judy McCrary 

Addie Sears by Cindy Sears 

Loretta Triplette by Weston & Shannon Triplette 

Blanche Kohnleôs Family by Blanche Kohnle 

Eric Lane, Barbara Ferguson, Barbara Frye, and Caldwell Hospice by 

Robert Mullinax          

              

(Continued from page 4) 

Something, conõt 

!ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎΥ  

άL ŀƳ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΥ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻτ
ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŜǾŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ L 
ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
ƴŀƳŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ 
ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘΦέ 
  ςWƻƘƴ мпΥмн-мп Db¢ 

ά.ǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΧέ  --
!Ŏǘǎ мΥуŀ Db¢ 

Lǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƅŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ƛƴōƻǊƴ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ǊŜōŜƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳǳǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƛƴŘǿŜƭǘ ōȅ 
DƻŘΗ {Ƙƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƊƻǇǎΗ 
/ƘŜǊƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƛƴŘǎΗ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ 
ǎŎŀǊȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
.9[L9±9 ƛƴ Dh5Ωǎ th²9w ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΣ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎΣ Iƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

L ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅΦ 
{ƻ ƻƊŜƴΣ L ǿƘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΣ ƻǊ Ŧŀƭƭ 
ƛƴǘƻ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 
tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ 
ƻƴ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ IŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǳǎΤ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
Řƻ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ά/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΤέ ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ŀƭƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
ŘƻΦ       Z 

 

Gifts for Christ, conõt 

 ñbŜŜŘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΚ Lǘ ƛǎƴϥǘ ƴŜǿΦ 

{ǘƻǇ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ DŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǎǘŀȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǎŜŜƪ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƛƴƎΦ {ǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

5ƻƴϥǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŘǊǳƎǎΦ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŜǘƘƛŎΦ LŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

Ƨƻō ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎƴϥǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜΣ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻũŜǊǎ 

ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƻǊ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ 

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛŘŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǾƻǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǾȅΣ 

ƎǊŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǝǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ IǳƳŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 

ŀ ƭƛŦŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳϥǊŜ ŀ ƳƛƭƭŜƴƴƛŀƭΣ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǿƘȅ Řƻƴϥǘ ǿŜ 

ǊŜŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜƳΚ ά     --/ŀƭ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ hŎǘΦ ннΣ нлмр 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΣ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 

ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƪ ƛǎ 

ǎǘŀŎƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

¦Φ {ΦΥ ϷнΦлл ŀ 5ŀȅΥ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ !ƭƳƻǎǘ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ōȅ YŀǘƘǊȅƴ WΦ 9Řƛƴ ϧ 

IΦ [ǳƪŜ {ƘŀŜŦŜǊΤ bƛŎƪŜƭ ŀƴŘ 5ƛƳŜŘΥ hƴ όbƻǘύ DŜǩƴƎ ōȅ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ōȅ 

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ 9ƘǊŜƴǊŜƛŎƘΤ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƴƎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎƳΥ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŀƴȅΣ bƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CŜǿ ōȅ 

wƻōŜǊǘ .Φ wŜƛŎƘΦ ό!ƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜƴƻƛǊ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦύ 

A Plan for Success? 
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