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Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane
Greetings and Happy New Year,
By the time that you receive this newsletter, we will be in the year
2013. It seems that the older I get the faster the year goes by, and
the less time I have to do things. It feels like just yesterday it was
January 2012.
As we reflect back over the past year, we see that, as in previous years, there
were good times and some not so good times; but now we have a chance to begin
anew. In the book of Revelation, John writes these words; ‘He who was seated on
the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for
these words are trustworthy and true."’
In a way this prophecy becomes true every time we humble ourselves before
God and seek his transformational forgiveness. I am sure that as we think back to
last year or perhaps years in the past, we recognize that there are some things that
we would like to put behind us and never be reminded of again. In Christ, and
because he bore our sins upon that cross on Calvary so many years ago, those who
believe in him have the promise that our sins can be forgiven.
Psalm 103: 12 reminds us; “He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is
from the west.” There are New Year traditions where we make resolutions that we
hope to keep, or set goals for ourselves for the New Year; but the best resolution
or the greatest goal for our lives begins with humbling ourselves before God,
earnestly seeking his forgiveness, and allowing our lives to be cleansed by his
forgiving grace.
Then the words of Jesus can swell up within us—those words which give us the
peace to face whatever lies before us.

Sunday Services

“Lord, if I have harmed those whom you have allowed me to care for, please
forgive me. Lord, for the many times that I have failed to serve you with my whole
heart, please forgive me. Lord, if at any time I have put myself before you, and for

● 8:30a Worship Service (Contemporary)

(Continued on page 3)

● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
● 6:00p Jr. UMYF & UMYF (Grades 6-12)
● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice
● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

Methodist Women

TUESDAY ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

OFFICE HOURS:

● 9:00a Prayer Meeting

● 6:00p.—New Life Rehearsal

● 3:00p Every Fourth Tuesday.
Alzheimer’s Support Group
at Brockford Inn

● 7:00p Bible Study —Adult,
Children’s.

Monday—Friday:
8:30a—1:00p
Fri. 2:30-5:00p (if needed.)

● 7:00p. Youth—(grades 9—12)

Phone: 396-2214

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings and Events

Something to Pray About

United Methodist Women

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy.”
—Matthew 5:7 NKJV

The UMW will meet again on Sunday,
January 6th at 7:00 p.m. Nancy Sears
and Bleaka Hollar are in charge of the
programming. Please bring finger foods
to share, and a $5 gift to exchange. All
women of the church are invited to attend.

Blood Drive
Our annual winter blood drive in memory
of Leo McRary will be held on Monday,
January 7th , 2:30—7:00 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to help. Please help
us to provide soup, sandwiches, and
sweets to the donors, too. See Gwen
Teague to volunteer.

Church Council
Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, January 13th at 4:30 p.m. All
members of the church are invited to
attend. Please contact Warren
Bumgarner or Cindy Sears if you have
something that needs to be discussed,
so that it can be added to the agenda
before the meeting.

United Methodist Men
The UMM will meet on Sunday,
January 20th at 3:30 p.m. All men of
the church are invited to attend.

Feeding the men from Bethel

Alzheimer’s Support Group
Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
begins at 3:00 p.m. The group usually
meets on the 4th Tuesday of each
month. Contact Bleaka Hollar for info.
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by Cindy Sears

Mercy Given;
Mercy Received

We thank God for the wonderful service we had on Sunday, December 30 th at 7:00
p.m. The Pairs and Spares Sunday school class invited the men from Bethel Colony of
Mercy in Lenoir to a meal of chicken and dumplings, green beans, slaw and peach
cobbler for dessert. They wolfed it down over and over again, expressing their
appreciation constantly. We were happy to feed them and give them a chance to
share their faith with us.
Bethel Colony of Mercy is a rehabilitation facility for men of all ages who have
addictions to alcohol or drugs. There are 50-60 men in residence at any given time.
These men come from all walks of life and spend 65 days at Bethel learning about
Jesus Christ and how to effectively fight their addictions. Some of the men come in as
Christians, but many come to know Christ while at the Colony.
After the meal, the men filled up the CLC
stage with the tallest in the back row and
each row with men about one inch shorter.
Five rows of men can really belt out a song,
and they did an excellent job of singing
praises to the Lord. Three men gave their
personal testimonies after the singing.
The first man who spoke came from a
Christian home and attended church into his teens, but he never had a personal
relationship with Jesus. Only after he came to know Jesus personally was he able to
fight his addictions successfully.
One man became addicted to prescription drugs, and soon found his life and his
marriage falling apart. While at Bethel Colony, he received word from his wife that
she was willing to try again to save their marriage, and so she would not be
continuing with divorce proceedings. We pray for success for him as he leaves Bethel
and returns to his wife and family.
Abdul spoke of a time when his mother would feed him and his brothers and
sisters, but not eat herself. Then his father would come in wanting to eat, but no food
was left for him either and he would then fight with Abdul’s mother. The father soon
left the family and Abdul’s problems with the police began at the young age of 8. By
the time he was 14, he was drinking alcohol. He thought he had it made as a football
player, but soon got caught up in illicit drugs as well, beginning with marijuana and
graduating to stronger drugs. When he first arrived at Bethel, all he would say is, “I
want to go home.” Now, he thanks God for all the men there who have helped him
deal with his addictions; and gives thanks that he now has Jesus in his heart to help
him with the ongoing battle.
We thank the Lord for the men and women who help run and support Bethel
Colony of Mercy, which is solely supported by gifts from individuals, churches, and
businesses. They receive no governmental help, because the government would
interfere with their evangelism to these men. It was interesting to hear from several
of the men in the group who had tried other secular rehab facilities. The cost to enter
those facilities was in the thousands of dollars ($15,000 to $21,000) for one month.
The application fee for Bethel Colony of Mercy is $250 for the 65 day stay. The yearly
budget is around $619,000—all from donations. Please consider giving to this worthy
cause. We thank everyone who gave to the love offering that we took up for them
(Continued on page 3)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — December 16th, 2012
Attendees: Anthony Austin, Warren
Bumgarner (Chair), Kim Ellis, Boyd &
Margaret Fairchild, Barbara Ferguson,
Chris Haas, Jo Nell Harrison, Bleaka
Hollar, Eric Lane, Barbara Miller,
Phyllis Minton, Bob Sears, Cindy Sears,
Kristin Settlemyre, Josh & Jessica
Bowman, Judy McCrary, Barbara Frye,
and Keith Bradford.

Warren began with scripture from
1 John 3:16-20. Love with action,
not just words. He opened with
prayer. Minutes of November
meeting accepted as written.
Jo Nell Harrison went over the
budget. There was general
discussion about the amounts in the
parsonage fund and in the savings
account. No money has been added
into those accounts this year. We are
$606 over budget for the year. We
have around $9000 extra in
contributions. With the $150,000
check from Duke Endowment, we
will now owe about $360,000
instead of $510,000 on the CLC
mortgage. This will save us almost
$6900 interest a year on the
mortgage. Bob Sears declared that
we should not to put any more in the
parsonage fund, because there is
enough in it to take care of repairs
that may be needed if a new pastor
comes. Warren made a motion to
forgo adding to the fund. Bob
seconded. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
During the January Council
meeting, we will schedule a chicken
and dumpling supper fundraiser to
help pay on the CLC mortgage.
We bought chairs recently and had
enough for the play. Eric said that
we do not need $12,000 worth of
chairs and tables, so he wanted to
lower that amount or eliminate the
fund. Warren made a motion that we
knock it down from $12,000 to
$1500 for this fund. Bob made a
motion to eliminate the fund and go

ahead and purchase the tables we can
now with current funds; then we can
buy more later when we have extra
funds. Motion carried. The Chairs
& Table Fund is now closed.
Back up and cross-training are
going on now.
Eric has talked with someone
about a grate to put over the hole at
the corner near the heat pump units.
That will cost about $300 and will be
taken care of soon.
Outreach committee is still
working on the card idea and other
ideas.
Concerning kitchen floor cleaning:
Kim is still experimenting to
determine if the device we were
given is going to clean the floor well.
We have not purchased a small leaf
blower yet.
Signs for the church campus have
not been completed yet.
A new phone should take care of
the problems with communication
with the kitchen.
We have new communion napkins
as previously requested.
The new chairs and the
rearrangement of the counting office
have worked out very well.

NEW BUSINESS
Kim Ellis said she would be
exchanging the ladder they bought
for one that goes higher.
Warren brought up the need for a
more sheltered area to enter and
leave the building during foul
weather. Eric will pass this on to the
Trustees to look into.
There was general discussion
about remodeling of the Sanctuary.
Bob Sears suggested that we wait
until the CLC is paid off completely
before worrying about the Sanctuary.
There was general agreement to wait
on this.
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Warren made a motion to close
the meeting. Bob seconded. Council
meeting was adjourned.
Cindy Sears closed the meeting
with prayer.
Minutes by Cindy Sears.

Something..., con’t
after the service.
“The Lord is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abounding in
mercy…For as the heavens are high
above the earth, so great is His mercy
toward those who fear Him; as far as
the east is from the west, so far has He
removed our transgressions from us.”
Psalm 103:8, 11-12.
We all need God’s mercy and His
forgiveness. Some people’s sins are
there for the world to see; some are
hidden behind closed doors or in our
minds; but we all sin and we all need
the blood of Jesus to wash us clean.
Then and only then will we be able to
stand before the holy and righteous God
on judgment day. May the mercy you
give to others rebound to you again—as
it always does.


Pastor’s Corner, con’t
(Continued from page 1)

all the times I have failed to serve
you and your church, please forgive
me. Lord, grant me wisdom,
strength, courage; and please guide
me as I seek to serve you and those
you have put in my path to serve. In
Christ name Amen.”
Let us now go forward and serve
the one who lay down his life for
ours, and may the fruits of our labor
be richly blessed; so that it will bring
glory and honor to Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Happy New Year,
Rev. Eric Lane

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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Contributed by Cindy Sears
A Helping Hand and the End
of the Rope
I guess it was the first time I
realized that doing the right thing
could get me in trouble; that
helping out my fellow man might
not be a good idea.
It was mid-February in the
foothills of North Carolina, not very
cold as February’s go, but I was
wearing my fake fur-lined boots just

to keep my toes from going numb.
There were at least six of us on our
little expedition into the woods
along the creek we always referred
to as “The River”. To get to the
Mars Creek swimming and picnic
area on our neighbor’s property,
we’d had to remove our socks and
shoes and carefully, but hurriedly,
cross the slippery upper rapids near
our family’s summer fun site. The
water was cold, even in summer,
since it came down from the
mountains. At this time of year, it
could be painful to step in it for
more than a few minutes at a time.
I don’t remember how old I
was, but I assume junior high level,
maybe a little younger. My cousin,
born on the 1st of April and about to
prove that the date really does
signify all fools, was the same age.
The other children ranged a few
years younger or approximately the
same as my cousin and I. After our
half-mile walk up the river, we
messed around at Mars Creek,

resting, throwing sticks and rocks
into the water, and just generally
enjoying the great outdoors.
Suddenly I look up and see my
cousin swinging out over the frigid
waters on the rope attached to a
tree on the bank. This is a
wonderfully fun thing to do in July
when one can simply drop into the
cool, clear water on a hot, humid
summer afternoon—but in
FEBRUARY!
And he couldn’t make it
back.
There he swung, back and
forth, back and forth, hanging on
for dear life.
I raced over and hollered
for him to grab my hand, which he
did; but the bank was steep and
slippery and I slowly began to do a
split, which I’ve never been able to
do well, even at the best of times.
Desperately, I looked around,
stretching out my other hand,
“Someone give me a hand,” I
begged.
Four faces stared back in mock
horror with wide open, laughing
mouths—some holding their sides
in glee—but no one made a move
to help. My right foot slid
inexorably towards the cold, cold
water. The frigid water began to
pour into my fake fur-lined boots.
Splash! I was in up to my waist. My
cousin, having let go of my hand,
hung dejectedly above the water,
turning slowing, round and round.
“Ah, s--t”, he said. Splash!
In he went, up to above his waist.
We looked at each other
and burst into uproarious laughter
and climbed out—on our on. The
others were still prostrate with
mirth and unavailable to assist.
Sloshing our way back to
the beach at our family’s picnic

sight, we gathered broken limbs and
driftwood, building a huge bonfire.

(Someone had some dry matches).
We did get help building up the
woodpile, since any excuse to play
with fire was a good excuse in those
days. My cousin and I stood so close
to the fire that our jeans began to
steam and soon were not only dry,
but looked as if they had been
ironed.
Thinking back on it now, I
believe it was one of the best days I
had roaming around “The River”. So
maybe trying to help out a fellow
human being who has gotten in over
their head (or is about to) isn’t such
a bad thing to do after all.



UMW Cookbooks/Flavoring
Cookbooks are available for
$10. Flavoring is $2.75 per bottle. See
Cindy Sears or Kim Ellis to buy.

Habitat House Fund Update
We thank everyone who gave to the
Habitat House Fund. Our goal was
$5000, and we were able to give $5018.
Thank you for your generosity!

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy.”
—Matthew 5:7 NKJV

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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January Celebrations



Acolyte Schedule - JANUARY





1st—Mary Teague



4th—Lyle Settlemyre, Rhyan Stone



6th—Lindsay Teague



10th—Cole McCrary



14th—Makayla Settlemyre



15th—Emily Johnson



16th—Rosalind Kelley, Anna Miller



18th—Chuck Adams, Kasey Smith



19th—Lindsay Bradford



21st—Kennedy Behmer



23rd—Tyler Ellis



25th—Dawn Yount



26th—Steve Miller



27th—Eric Lane, Amanda Simmons,
Stephanie Shook



28th—Blanche Kohnle, Dwight Kelley



29th—Weston Triplette



30th—Glennie Sims, Kevin Sears



31st—Rachel Poe

Happy Anniversary!


4th—Eric & Beth Lane



27th—Anthony & Sherry Austin



27th—David & Sonya Crouse

January Fundraiser
Youth Cookout
Sunday
January 20th
12:15 p.m.

6th Austin Teague
13th Makayla Settlemyre
20th Kevin Miller
27th Samantha Stone

Nursery Schedule - JANUARY
6th

8:30 Missy Mullinax & Casey Mullinax
11:00 Wayne Ellis

13th

8:30 Bleaka Hollar & Cinda McRary
11:00 Tasha Haas

20th

8:30 Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount
11:00 Nancy Sears

27th

8:30 Boyd & Emily Johnson
11:00 Teresa Herman
8:30
11:00

Our Military

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.

Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski

Shane McRary
Eric Maynard
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Jason Nichol
James Starbuck

The youth group will spend the night in the Christian
Life Center on Saturday, January 19th and then have a
cookout on Sunday. We invite the church to stay for
lunch or take an order home. Donations will help
fund youth activities.

BBQ for Sale
We are selling the frozen barbecue meat left over
from the last spring barbecue fundraiser for $6 a
bag (previously $8 per bag). Please see Bleaka
Hollar, Cindy Sears, or Barbara Frye to purchase.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in December:

In Memory of Zetta Mae Frye by:
Steve & JoAnn Annas
Billy Wayne Campbell
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
J. B. & Patty Coffey
Carolyn Davis
Bernard & Sherry DeAnda
Steve & Cynthia Frye, Jason &
Jennifer Brittian, & Caleb Frye
Deborah Kerr
David, Cathy & Dorian Frye
Heavenly Sonlighters Class
Blanche Kohnle
Randy & Marsha McRary
Leonard & Jeanette Teague
In Memory of Zetta Mae Frye &
Jack D. Frye by:
Barbara C. Frye
Chuck & Tammy Adams
In Memory of Tom Harrison,
Wade Austin, & Zetta Mae Frye
by:
Gerald Frye
In Memory of Tom Harrison by:
Phyllis Brady
In Memory of Jerry Parson, Sr.,
by:
Anonymous
In Memory of Sgt. James Ciccone
(US Army) by:
Steve & Danielle Miller
In Honor of Pinola Holman by:
Bernard & Sherry DeAnda
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Poinsettias: Honoring Our Loved Ones
In Memory of
Earl & Virginia Bradford by Grace & Keith Bradford
Joann Hood by Sandra Miller (her mother)
Zetta Mae Frye, Jack Frye, Corrine DeVries,
Quint Frye, Brittany Chester by Gerald Frye & Carolyn Davis
Billie Starnes by Lois Starnes
Alvin Lane by Eric & Beth Lane
Zachary Cullop by Barbara Ferguson
Keith McCrary, Berlie & Exie Stafford, Linda Bowman & Zane Stafford by Judy
McCrary
Clarence, Louise & Barry McRary; Howard, Wilma, Gary & Betty Shoemake; Tom
Harrison, Wade Austin & Zetta Mae Frye by Will & Arlene McRary
Robert & Kathryn Teague by Lindsay, Gina, & Austin Teague
Zetta Mae Frye by Taffy & Andy Rice
J. C. & Lois Ellis by Wayne, Kim, Jordan, & Tyler Ellis
Tom Harrison & Eula Looper by Jo Nell Harrison
Keith McCrary by Brian & Kim Knepp & Family
Steve McRary, Boyd, Allie & Mindy McRary, Alden & Louise Sheets by Cinda
McRary
Houston Adams by Van & Diane Adams
Rhea Pons by Boyd, Emily, & Connor Johnson
Patsy Hollifield & Helen Keener by Keith, Susan & Holli Keener
Hershell Pennell, Berger Spencer, Suma Spencer, Warren Spencer, & Sam Spencer
by Mary Lynn Pennell
Wilbur Martin, Jack & Helen Knepp by Russ & JoAnn Knepp
Ken & Rachel Pariler by Mr. & Mrs. Roy Hamby
Pearl & Jim McRary, R. L. & Margie Hollar by Bleaka & Monte Hollar

In Honor of
Jo Nell Harrison, Peggy Duncan by Eric & Beth Lane
Paul & Edna Hart by Grace & Keith Bradford
James Ciccone (Sgt. USArmy) by Steve & Danielle Miller
My children: Tammy, John, Kim, & Darren by Judy McCrary
Louise Teague by Will & Arlene McRary
Taffy Rice, Fae Fox, & Elaine Rice by Taffy & Andy Rice
Marsha McRary, Jo Nell Harrison, Mary Lynn Pennell, Carolyn Davis, & Gerald
Frye for their love, dedication, & commitment to the Choir by Bob & Nancy Sears
Russ & JoAnn Knepp & Judy McCrary by Brian & Kim Knepp & Family

Greeting Card Collection
We are collecting old greeting cards to
send to St. Jude’s Hospital for Children.
Please place the cards in the box in the
hallway. St. Jude’s uses them to raise
funds for their ministry. Thank you.

Donnetta Spencer, Olivia Spencer, Sara Spencer, Margaret Spencer by Nelson
Spencer
Mary Johnson, Debbie Britt, Phyllis Price, Lillian Price, & Melinda Zimmerman by
Boyd, Emily & Connor Johnson
Carson & Baylor Hamby by Mr. & Mrs. Roy Hamby
Keith, Beverly, Brian, Kim & Michael; Casey, Meredith, Ragan, & Macey by Russ &
JoAnn Knepp

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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