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Sunday Services

Pastor’s Corner — Rev. Eric Lane
I decided to commit to reading through the Bible this year.
And as I have been reading, I noticed that I read things that, for
whatever reason, did not “stick out” to me as meaningful in the
past. That is all the more reason for us to not just simply read
the Bible through and lay it aside.
Depending on what we are facing in our lives, where we are at that
moment of time, or maybe what we have gone through in our lives, the Bible
and the words found in the Bible speak to us in different ways. The words do
not change, but we begin to see new things or it addresses where we are,
where we have been, or maybe where we will be heading in our lives.
Having said that, I find it reassuring that no matter my state of affairs,
God is with me and if I draw close to Him, His presence can be felt. But if I
separate myself from God, while God does not abandon me or leave me, a
distance develops between God and myself, not of God’s doing but of my
own.
In the last weeks our country has suffered what has become known as an
“Artic Blast,” where the jet stream has pushed unusually cold air south. As a
result we have had several single digit nights. I find myself making sure that
I have prepared for being in the cold by dressing properly. Now is not the
time to put on shorts and short sleeves. Only a foolish person would do such
a thing.
Yet, spiritually we will go into the world that we know is a world of
darkness, unprepared to face what lies ahead. Too often we leave behind that
which we need to protect us or we do not properly prepare.
Paul writes “put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against
the wiles of the devil” Ephesians 6:11.
As you prepare to go out into the cold this winter, let it be a reminder to
all of us to “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a
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● 9:50a Sunday School
● 11:00a Worship Service (Traditional)
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Meetings

Something to Pray About

by Cindy Sears

Finance Webinar

And being in agony, He prayed
more earnestly. Then His sweat became
like great drops of blood falling down to
the ground.
—Luke 22:44 NKJV

I Stand in
Awe of you

Members of the Finance Committee are
requested to attend the Webinar
leadership training on Monday,
February 3rd at 7:00 p.m. Anyone
interested in the functions and duties of
the Finance Committee in the United
Methodist Church are invited to attend.

United Methodist Men
The men will meet on Sunday, February
9th at 3:00 p.m.

Church Council
Church Council will meet on Sunday,
February 9th at 4:30 p.m. All members
of the church may attend.

Food Ministry
The Lord’s Supper Ministry will prepare
and deliver another meal on Monday,
February 17th at 5:00 p.m. We need
drivers to deliver the meals. See Ricky
Baker to volunteer to help prepare the
meal and/or clean up.

United Methodist Women
The UMW will meet on Sunday,
February 23rd at 7:00 p.m. Bleaka
Hollar is in charge of the program.
Members are asked to bring a covered
dish or dessert to share. All women of the
church are invited to participate and find
out what the women’s group is all about.

March Newsletter Items
Please have information and articles for
the March newsletter in by February
23rd. Thank you. —Editor

“And I stand, I stand in awe of you
I stand, I stand in awe of you
Holy God to whom all praise is due
I stand in awe of you.”
—Hillsong United

The best mathematical
equation I have ever seen:
1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given.

In the Passion of the Christ movie and others that depict the death of
Christ, the emphasis is on the physical blows that our Lord suffered before
and at His death on the cross. These were horrible and painful afflictions, yet
there was something much worse that Jesus had to endure. It is good for us
to know that Jesus has felt and understands the physical pain that we humans
have been and continue to be afflicted by; but Jesus also dealt with a pain
that we who accept Him as Savior will never have to endure.
Jesus literally went through hell for us. Don’t think about fire and
brimstone here. Even that figurative language can’t truly describe what hell is
really about. Hell is worse than being on fire for an eternity. Hell is worse than
death. Hell is worse than the most awful torture that man can devise—and he
has devised some truly horrific ways to inflict pain and suffering on his fellow
humans.
When Jesus was praying in the garden of Gethsemane, he began to taste
the beginning of the worst thing that can happen to a human—and
something that should never happen to the divine. Jesus, a man who had
never sinned; Jesus, who relished communion with His Father in heaven more
than any other person who ever walked upon the earth; Jesus, who had a
perfect relationship with God—was about to feel the full, holy, and just wrath
of God.
“So, now that we have been made righteous by his blood, we can be even
more certain that we will be saved from God’s wrath through him” (Romans
5:9 CEB).
I think we forget that without God sustaining us and blessing us daily with
life and sunshine and rain and many other blessings that He bestows on all,
not only the saved, we could not, would not continue to exist. In the garden,
Jesus sweat drops of blood at the awful prospect of total abandonment by
God, His Father. “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” was not only
a quote from the book of Psalms. It was the reality Jesus endured on the cross
when my sins and your sins and all the world’s sins from and through all of
time were poured out upon Him as He hung upon that cross—and God turned
away. Jesus is the only man who was ever totally alone, completely without
connection or opportunity for communing with God while on earth. So, not
only did Jesus give up His divine glory when He came to live as the man/God
upon earth; He also gave up His communion with the Father when our sins
were poured upon Him at the cross.
You don’t know what it’s really like to have God completely turn His face
away from you, to cut you off entirely from His blessings. While here on this
earth, even the worst of us retains enough good in us to have the possibility
of communion with God. And those who have accepted Jesus as Lord and
Savior are open to total communion with the Father, because in His eyes we
are now sinless.
(Continued on page 4)
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Church Council — January 12th, 2014
Attendees: David & Linda Abernethy,
Anthony & Sherry Austin, Judy
McCrary, David & Sonya Crouse, Boyd
& Margaret Fairchild, Barbara Frye,
Chris Haas, Bleaka Hollar, Keith
Keener, Joann Knepp, Eric Lane, Cindy
Sears, Jimmy Stone, Gerald Frye, Jerry
Kohnle, Linda Moretz, Bob Sears, Scott
Miller, Alice Miller, and Rhyan Stone.

Gerald Frye opened the meeting
with prayer. Minutes were approved
as read.
Jo Nell brought the financial
report. She went over a reporting
error related to the Youth funds. We
are about in the shape we were last
year at the beginning of the year as
far as cash available. We will soon
be below $300,000 on the principle
of the CLC loan.
Kim brought up that if you are
not using your Sunday school
literature, please contact Marsha and
let her know so the literature order
can be changed or stopped.
There was a general discussion
on how the budget works, and how
we overspent some last year. Our
over budget amount mostly came
from the extra expense related to
electricity and gas for the CLC. The
budget is mostly for our regular
expenses. Much of our mission
funding comes from special offering
requests. To do more, our giving
would have to increase from our
regular offerings.
Budget was accepted as printed.
OLD BUSINESS
Defibrillator ($1800) cost/
training was discussed again. David
Crouse made a motion to buy. Ricky
Baker second. General discussion.
Motion carried. David Crouse will
take care of getting the item.
Kim brought up the “Phone
Tree” item again. Eric said that the
company is sending out a new quote,

Prodigal God Bible Study

so we will wait on that.
Kim also thanked the church for
helping with the breakfast that the
UMW provided for Gateway School;
the principle of the school was
overwhelmed by our generosity.
NEW BUSINESS
Copy machine needs to be fixed
again or buy a refurbished one;
$1,234 vs. $1,950. Kim made a
motion to get the color drums fixed,
Jerry Kohnle, second. Motion passed
to fix the current copier.
Cindy will add a note to the
bulletin that we have started the new
budget as of January 1, since some
people have expressed confusion
about the change on the report in the
bulletin.
YEARLY PLANNING:

The Wednesday night Bible
study group will be using the book,
The Prodigal God by Timothy
Keller beginning around midFebruary. This is a fresh way to look
at the story of the “Prodigal Son,”
and see how much is revealed about
God and his love for us in this
parable. “The book is laid out in
seven brief chapters which aim to
uncover the extravagant (prodigal)
grace of God, as revealed in this
parable.” (Brian Hedges)
Bleaka Hollar will lead the
study. She has some copies of the
book. If you would like a copy for
yourself, please see her in the next
couple of
weeks, so that
we can order
more copies if
necessary.

Easter Party & Egg Hunt will be
on Saturday, April 19th.
At Easter, April 20th, we will
have ONE service, no Sunday
school, and share breakfast after the
7:00 a.m. service.
Layman’s Revival is May 4-7 or
8, 2014. Volunteer speakers should
see Bleaka Hollar or Gerald Frye.
Mother’s Day Banquet, May
10th.
th

VBS, tentative date is July 13 .
Homecoming is the 2nd Sunday
of October (the 12th). Gary Camp
will be out guest speaker. We
discussed the revival format, whether
to have it on consecutive Sunday
nights or another fall Layman’s
Revival. This was tabled for prayer
and more consideration.
Food Ministry will attempt to
serve their meals the third Monday
of every month this year.
Bob Sears dismissed us with
prayer.

Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in December &
January:

In Memory of Keith Bradford by:
Cindy Sears
In Honor of Ebenezer UMW by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell
In Honor of Louise Taylor and
her daughter, Elaine by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell

How do I hide God’s word in my
heart? Memorize it!
“So, now that we have been made
righteous by [Christ’s] blood, we
can be even more certain that we
will be saved from God’s wrath
through him”
—Romans 5:9 CEB
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Prayers Answered Above
& Beyond

Something…, con’t
“He carried in his own body on the cross the sins we committed. He did
this that we might live in righteousness, having nothing to do with sin. By his
wounds you were healed” (1 Peter 2:24 CEB).
I pray earnestly that you open yourself to this wondrous gift before it is
too late. And I pray even more earnestly that we who are saved understand
just what Christ did for us—how much He endured and how much He gave
up to save us. None of us deserved even a small portion of that sacrifice, but
that’s how much God loves us. I stand in awe of Jesus, who gave so much
more than I can ever fathom.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life,” (John 3:16 NKJV). And that everlasting life will be in the presence of
God because you have been washed by the blood of the lamb.
Hillsong United - I Stand In Awe Of You—by Hillsong United
You are beautiful beyond description
Too marvelous for words
Too wonderful of comprehension
Like nothing ever seen or heard
Who can grasp your infinite wisdom
Who can fathom the depth of your love
You are beautiful beyond description
Majesty enthroned above

And I stand, I stand in awe of you
I stand, I stand in awe of you
Holy God to whom all praise is due
I stand in awe of you.



Pastors Corner, con’t
(Continued from page 1)

workman who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of
truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15.
Just as our coat, scarves, hats, and gloves can protect us against the
cold, God’s Word, the Holy Bible, can protect us against the darkness
of the world.
I want to encourage you to become a part of a small group study
this year. The life it changes may be more than your own.
Blessings,


On a Tuesday night I went to bed
upset over something I had seen on TV
that made me really miss my Dad. I lay
there talking to my Dad for a while—not
knowing if heaven can hear us or not--I
prayed for GOD to let Pop know I
missed him more and more every day.
The next day when I parked in my spot
before praise band practice, I saw
something in the grass right beside my
door. I picked it up; it was a letter/song I
had written to Dad, had laminated, and
placed on his grave two years earlier.
This happened the week that hurricane
Sandy came through and the wind had
blown like crazy for three days straight.
What are the chances that 5x7 piece of
paper would be laying next to my car
door in a 20 mph wind two years later? I
took it as GOD letting me know that He
had delivered my message.
A few days later on Saturday
morning, Cole and I were watching for
three deer that I’d seen several times in
the field behind the house. Way up in
the morning, I finally saw one dart from
the field into the woods. Fearing we had
missed them all, I said a prayer, and I
asked GOD to let Cole see them,
because he was so excited about it after
hearing me talk about seeing them three
weekends in a row. After a few minutes,
I told Cole we were out of luck on the
deer watching. He went straight to the
window and said, “I see them Dad; I see
them!” When I looked out the door,
there they were. Not only were there
four deer this time, but they were only
120 yards away, instead of 600 yards
away on the mountain side, where I had
been seeing them!
GOD is so good to give us more
than we ask for.
(Contributed by Darren McCrary in
November 2012.)
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February Celebrations



2nd Devon Lyda





5th—Robert Herman



7th—Faye Stafford



12th—Chris Ellis



14th—Joe Sims



14th—Kristin Settlemyre



14th—Brian Knepp



15th—Hannah Abernethy



16th—Bernice Burns



18th—Kay Delahanty



19th—Abby Triplette



20th—Dylan Baker



20th—Lucas Teague



22nd—Jesse Barber



24th—Keith Blair



24th—Nelson Spencer



24th—Sara Spencer



26th—Robert Mullinax

Happy Anniversary!


Acolyte Schedule - FEBRUARY

14th—Will & Arlene McRary

Special Funds Report
We thank everyone for their continued support of
our church and the special funds that we request you
to help us with on top of our regular budget. Below is
a report of some of these special requests:
Habitat House Fund: approx. $3,661.40 as of
Jan. 26 (direct giving). Our goal is $5,000 by spring
for the next house project.
Bolivia Missions Trip: approx. $700, plus $400
for Eric’s expenses and $100 for Emily Rhodes’ trip
costs.

9th Samantha Stone
16th Hannah Abernethy
23rd Clair Gilbert

Nursery Schedule - FEBRUARY
2nd

8:30 Beth Hernandez & Linda Moretz
11:00 Wayne Ellis

9th

8:30 Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount
11:00 Rosalind Kelley

16th

8:30 Boyd & Emily Johnson
11:00 Teresa Herman

23rd

8:30 Teresa Simmons & Dawn Yount
11:00 Nancy Sears
8:30
11:00

Our Military
Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Paul Coffey
Joey Deal
Dakota Fox
Ethan Fox
Andy Gaillard
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner

Please pray for the men and
women who protect our freedoms.
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Jason Nichol
Michael Potts
James Starbuck
Hunter Tolbert

KAIROS—Cookies & Prayer
Roy Hamby will be participating in
KAIROS at the Alexander Correctional
Institute from Thursday, February 20th to
Sunday, February 23rd. We will need cookies baked for
the prisoners and lots of prayer for this
ministry event. Please see Roy Hamby
for information about the cookies and
other ways to support this ministry
effort.
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February Fundraisers & Events

Sweetheart Dinner

February 22nd
2 Seating Times:
5 PM and 7PM
Take your sweetheart to a fancy
dinner and help support our Youth’s
summer mission trip.

Menu
Prime Rib or Teryaki Chicken
With Garden Salad & Baked Potato
Dessert Included

See any youth member for a
ticket.
Deadline for buying tickets:
February 12th!

Thank you
for
supporting
our young
people!

Gateway School Lunch
The Pairs and Spares Sunday school
class is preparing lunch for the students
and staff of Gateway School on

Friday
February 14th
12:00 p.m.
We ask you to pray for this event
and volunteers are welcome, since many
of our members have to work that day.
Please see David Crouse to
volunteer.
People who want to help with the
meal need to be at the church around
10:00 a.m.
This is a wonderful opportunity to
interact with the students at Gateway
School, and show them the love of
Christ. What better day to do that than
Valentine’s Day?

We will be selling ham, sausage, egg
and gravy biscuits AND fried fruit
pies on Thursday, February 13th.
We start at 6:00 a.m. and stop when
they are all gone. It doesn’t take
long! So call early or pre-order on
Wednesday by calling: 396-7924,
313-9996, 396-2214 (church office;
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-1:00 pm).
We deliver orders of 10
or more. Proceeds
support our yearly
mission trip to and work
in Costa Rica.

$15 per plate or
$20 for both meats per plate

Childcare—$5, including a
child’s meal

Breakfast Biscuits

Yum!
Yum!
Please note the deadline for tickets to
help us better plan and purchase the food
for the meal. Thank you.

Walk to Emmaus
The Walk to Emmaus is a
spiritual retreat for building church
leaders. It consist of a 72 hour
absence of distractions so that you
can focus on God and what His plan
in your life may be. There are two
groups on two separate weekends,
one for men, and one for women.
The men’s walk will be March 2730, 2014, and the women’s walk
will be the next weekend, April 36, 2014.
If you are interested, please see
David or Sonya Crouse, Jimmy
Stone, Lucas or Sarah Teague, or
Eric Lane. These people are known
sponsors at Ebenezer UMC.

Biscuit Sale Price List

$2.00_____Ham or Sausage
$2.50_____Ham or Sausage with
egg
$2.00_____Egg
$1.50_____Jelly
$2.00_____Gravy
$2.50_____Gravy with Sausage
$2.00_____Fried Apple Pie
Forbidden fruits create
many jams.
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Food Ministry—5 PM, Prayer Group—10AM
see p. 2
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UMM—3 PM
Church Council—
4:30 PM
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23
24
UMW—7 PM, see p. 2

3
Finance Webinar—7
PM, see p. 2
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25
Prayer Group—10AM

11
Prayer Group—10AM

4
Prayer Group—10AM

See p. 5 for Nursery
and Acolyte Lists

Every Sunday:
8:30 a.m. Worship
9:50 a.m. Sunday
school
11:00 a.m. Worship

Tue

Mon

26

19

12

5

Every Wed.:
6 pm: Praise Band
7 pm: Children and
Adult Bible studies

Wed

21

14
Gateway Lunch—12
PM, see p. 6
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Fri

27

28

Sat

22
Sweetheart Dinner—5
& 7 PM, see p. 6
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8
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KAIROS Weekend Event, Feb. 20—23rd, Alexander CI

20

13
Breakfast Biscuit
Sales—6 AM ‘till
gone!
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Thu

February 2014

Sun

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.
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