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How do I hide God’s word in
my heart? Memorize it!
Everyone who believes that Jesus
is the Christ has been born of God,
and everyone who loves the Father loves
whoever has been born of him. By this
we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. For this is the love of
God, that we keep his commandments.
And his commandments are not
burdensome. For everyone who has
been born of God overcomes the world.
And this is the victory that has
overcome the world—our faith.
—-1 John 5:1-4 ESV
Sunday Services

Pastor’s Pen
“Christmas Time is Comin”
Yes, Christmas is coming. But first we will celebrate the
season of Advent. Advent is the four weeks prior to
Christmas Day. It is the period of time the church uses to
prepare for Christmas but also the Second Coming of the Messiah. It is a season
of prayer and self examination in light of Jesus. Many charitable organizations
work to improve the lives of others during this time. Popular authors have written
many stories and articles about the struggle faced by various segments of society.
It is not much improved for many of those even today. It is this time of year that
needs become more recognized and people in general feel the need to help
others.
This is also a season of nostalgia and tradition. We reread those old familiar
stories and books that remind us of the past and the “good old days” and the
simpler life. Dickens’ Christmas Carol with Marley, Scrooge, Cratchit and the
others remind me of the blessings that are in my life. There are less popular
stories that I often read that tell of the simpler life of the past. But often that life
was difficult and pleasures were few.
We look forward to the Christmas season, then complain about the rush and
pressure of this busy season. We are the ones who can simplify our lives. We
have to choose the events we celebrate. Too much stress in our lives. We feel
required to attend functions when we would rather not attend. We feel the need
to be seen or have our presence noted when we want to sit at home with our
family. Even the church pressures to attend ‘special’ services that are designed to
help us worship Christ. We have to choose which of the functions are important
to our family.
To help relieve our stress we can pare our gift list. It
may be hard at first. But do we really need to buy all the
gifts we are pressured to buy? Get those that are
important in our lives. Buy a gift that we would enjoy
receiving or pick out something special for that person.
Don’t buy a gift just to buy a gift. We give gifts because the
Magi brought gifts to honor Jesus. We need to find ways to
honor him during this season.
Pastor Tom

● 9:00a Worship Service (Combined)
● 10:15a Sunday School

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

● 6:00p Adult Choir Practice

● 6:00p Praise Band Rehearsal

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:

● 7:00p Every FOURTH SUNDAY United

● 6:00p Teens for Christ (Gr. 6-12)

Mon.—Friday: 8:30—1:00 p.m.

● 7:00p Bible Study —Children & Adults.

Phone: (828) 396-2214

Methodist Women

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Meetings, Etc.
Not in December
The Church Council will not meet in
December; the Food Ministry will not
serve a meal; and there will be no biscuit
sales this month.

United Methodist Women
The women will have their next meeting
and holiday party on Sunday, January
7th at 6:00 p.m. at a special location.
We will have more details in the January
2018 newsletter.

Jan. Newsletter Items Due
Please have the January newsletter
information in by December 19th.

Church Office Closed
The office will close at noon on
Monday, December 18th , because of
Cindy’s doctor’s appointment in
Winston-Salem. The office will be
closed for Christmas, MondayWednesday, December 25-27.

Special Insert
I have included the Church Officers and
Committees List as an insert. The new
people will begin serving in January.

Special Giving
Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in November 2017:

In Honor of Seniors’ Visitation
by:
Delores, Bill, Gary Paul Campbell
In honor of Brian & Kim Knepp,
Darren & Sarah McCrary,
Katelynn Little, and Cole
McCrary by:
JoAnn Knepp
In Honor of Judy McCrary by:
Kim Knepp
In Memory of Tom Harrison by:
Rex & Gwen Teague
In Memory of Hoke Clark by:
Delores, Bill, Gary Paul Campbell
Jo Nell Harrison
In Memory of Bob Sears by:
Nancy Sears
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Something to Pray About
“This is the list of the ancestors
of Jesus Christ, a descendant of
David, who was a descendant of
Abraham.”
—The Gospel according to Matthew1:1 GNT

by Cindy Sears

Jesus in the
Old
Testament

God reveals himself to us in many ways. Three of the main ways are by: 1)
general revelation—nature, see Romans 1:19-20; 2) special revelation—
Scripture; and 3) the Incarnation—Jesus Christ, see Hebrews 1:1-2; John 14:9.
During this season of the year, we celebrate the Incarnation and look forward
to the return of Christ. Did you know that Jesus Christ has been here before
the Incarnation, too?
As Christians, we tend to gravitate towards the New Testament, because
this is where Jesus is overtly revealed to us. But full understanding of the New
Testament requires knowledge of the Old—which is the only Scriptures the
apostles of Jesus had. The New Testament builds upon the Old Testament,
and much of the New Testament is meaningless or confusing apart from its
Old Testament orientation. The Old Testament writings prepare our hearts for
the revelations of the New Testament’s books. “Our Lord Jesus Christ is the
key to the Bible, and it is impossible to understand the Old Testament apart
from Him,” Dr. Warren Wiersbe wrote. “Look for Christ, he says, “and the Old
Testament will become a new book to you.” Even Jesus had to point this out
to his disciples on the Road to Emmaus (see Luke 24:13-27), so we are not
alone in ignoring this basic truth.
Throughout the Old Testament, God progressively unfolded his plan of
salvation, which, in the Old Testament, always pointed to Christ. There are
prophetic verses that are amazingly accurate in their portrayal of the
Messiah—his birth, his life, his death, and resurrection. The Bible points to
Christ in other ways, too, but the most amazing manifestations are those preincarnate appearances that refer to “the Angel (or Messenger) of the LORD.”
These appearances are called “Christophanies.” They refer to the temporary
physical (not a vision or metaphor) manifestation of the Messiah before the
Incarnation. There are no “Christophanies” in the New Testament. We do not
read of “the angel of the LORD” only “an angel of the Lord” after Jesus was
born in Bethlehem and took upon Himself a permanent and genuinely human
nature; becoming the God-Man.
There are 56 examples from Genesis 16:7 to Zechariah 12:8 where “the
Angle of the LORD” appears. Here are some more references: Genesis 22:912; Exodus 3:1-5; 2 Kings 19:35; Numbers 22:22-35 (Balaam and his
perceptive donkey); Judges 2:1-4; Judges 6-11-22 (Gideon’s encounter);
Judges 13 (the foretelling of Samson’s birth; vs 18 “The angel said, “Why do
you want to know my name? It is a name of wonder.”); 2 Samuel 24:16 (the
Father (LORD of hosts) tells the “angel” to relent); Elijah was especially
blessed with visits from the “angel of the LORD,” see 1 Kings 19:7, 2 Kings 1:3,
and 2 Kings 1:15. And in Psalm 34:7 we are given assurance that he encamps
around those who fear him, and delivers them. In Psalm 35:6, we are told that
(Continued on page 3)

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Church Council — 112617
Attendees: Ricky Baker, Pastor Tom Hunter
(tardy), Sonya and David Crouse, Kim Ellis,
Gerald Frye (Chairman), Roy Hamby,
Bleaka Hollar, Cinda McRary, Cindy Sears,
and Jimmy Stone.

Gerald Frye asked Roy Hamby to open
the session with prayer. Gerald then
read from Genesis about Adam and Eve
hiding from God in the Garden, and
explained that we should be vigilant
about Satan’s continuing presence and
work in the world. Our church is going
through a tough time now, but God is
still sovereign, and He will work to save
Ebenezer. He then thanked everyone for
their service on the committee this past
year, and for the privilege of serving as
Chairman of the Council.
Reading of the Minutes of the October
meeting: Roy Hamby wanted to add
that the heat pumps should be set at
lower settings in the cooler months
(heating)--along with higher settings in
the warmer months (air conditioning)
Minutes were then passed as written
with the above change.

Finance Report
Jo Nell Harrison, our financial officer
was not present, but left us the October
financial report. Basically, we are
treading water, but barely on some
weeks. Please keep praying and giving.

Old Business

Kim Ellis reminded us of the Gateway
School Breakfast on Dec. 4. Kitchen
workers should be here by 7:30 a.m., if
possible. We will need servers and
people to mingle with the students and
teachers, too. The actual breakfast
service begins at 9:30 a. m.
Jo Nell's replacement: we need someone
to help us keep the financial records.
Cindy is attempting to figure out how to
put the financial module and
membership database together, so she
can do most of the bookkeeping. Phone
Tree problems were pointed out. Cindy
will try to figure out what is going on
with that, too.
Sonya Crouse asked why the van has not
been lettered, yet. Roy said everything
had been approved; he does not why the
process was not completed. Although
we discussed selling the van, we have
been using it, so we will see about
finishing that job.

New Business
Trustees report by Roy Hamby: The
Trustees discussed having the Pastor's
name and worship times, etc. put on the
plastic sign at the bottom of the front
yard sign. Pastor Tom came in during
the discussion. He does not believe the
times will be changed anytime soon.
There was general discussion. We
decided to put the current worship and
Sunday school times on the new
signage.

The Witness Committee sent out cards
to about 60 people. There are plans to
do this again later, but Bleaka
encourages our members to visit and
call the people who are not attending
regularly.

Roy reported that the large kitchen sink
drain overflowed. There is a chemical
underneath the little sink that will help
to avoid that. Roy will try to remember
to do that every couple of months, but
other people can use the formula also if
a problem arises.

Something, con’t

our God. Merry CHRISTmas!

(Continued from page 2)

he pursues the wicked.
Open your whole Bible during
this Advent season and open your
eyes to Jesus Christ in the Old
Testament, as well as, in the New.
For the Old’s writings help us to
understand more completely Who
Jesus is and why He had to die to
save us from our rebellion against

(Reference material: Finding
Jesus in the Old Testament by David
Limbaugh, aka The Emmaus Code.)

T-Shirt Confusion
While I was looking for images
on the Web the other day, I found an
image of a t-shirt saying, “If Jesus
comes again, we will kill him again.”
This produced a sigh and a sad
smile from me. I am afraid the person
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Ricky Baker SPPRC report: SPPR
Committee reported that they had
decided that Pastor Tom would be good
to keep for next year. They are asking to
remove the “No Weapons” signs in the
church. They would like to have one or
two people to be outside during the
service for security. Once the service is
in process, we should lock the other
doors. Roy said that might be an egress
problem in case of fire, so the lobby and
sanctuary doors should both remain
open. We want to encourage our people
to lock their vehicles before entering the
church, too. The motion was made to
add sign up space for Security people
during worship and Sunday school and
remove the “No Weapons” signs, and
lock appropriate doors. Vote:
Unanimous agreement. Motion passed.
Kim Ellis: UMW voted to take on some
responsibilities of the church. They paid
the Caldwell County Hospice annual
donation of $1,000. Kim also announced
that we will do the Remembrance/honor
tree for Christmas. Donation can be
given on the 24th, but we will need the
names of the honorees before then.
There is no set amount for the gift. A
form will be prepared and run as an
insert in the bulletin that you can fill out
and return to the church office (or place
in the offering plate.)
Bleaka will find another church to take
our Samaritan’s Purse boxes to the
collection center. Boxes can also been
created online. The shipping charge is
now $9, not $7.
David Crouse dismissed us with prayer.
Kim thanked Gerald for taking over the
Council this year. He was given a round
of applause as the meeting dismissed.
—minutes by Cindy Sears

V

who wrote this does not understand
that the Jesus Who came to
Bethlehem as a helpless baby—the
Man-God; is not the same Jesus Who
will return as the God-Man. That
Jesus will come in
overwhelming
power and with
wrath and
judgment. There
will be no chance to
“kill him again.”
Are you ready to
meet that Jesus?

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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D e c e m b e r C e l e b rat i o n s

December Special Events

Happy Birthday, Jesus!



Hanging of the Greens
Sunday, Dec. 3

Sunday, Dec. 10th
5 PM

We will usher in the Advent
Season at our 9:00 a.m. worship
service on the 3rd. We invite you
and your family to help us decorate
the church and the trees in the
church as we begin the celebration
of the birth of Jesus and anticipate
his Second Coming.

We invite you and your
neighbors and co-workers, relatives
and friends to our birthday party for
Jesus! Ebenezer will provide the
cake and drinks. We ask that our
members help with the party by
bringing finger foods to share.
Come ready to eat, sing, and
have a joyous celebration of the first
Advent of Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Savior, into our world. We will
sing carols and open the floor to
praises and
stories of how
God has blessed
us in the past
year, too.





3rd—Justin Shoemake



4th—Shane Kelley



5th—Ellen Burns



5th—Teresa Simmons



7th—Jim Farr



10th—Abby Mullinax



11th—Jeanette Eby



12th—Barbara Frye



14th—Carla Yoder



14th—Patty Coffey



15th—Jerry Kohnle



20th—Peggy Jenkins



19th—Katelyn McCrary



23rd—John McCrary



23rd—Kelsey Hennington



26th—Pastor Tom Hunter



26th—Lyle Miller



26th—Sarah Teague



28th—JoAnn Knepp

Happy Anniversary!


3rd—Kenny & Laura Silver



7th—Darren & Sarah McCrary



13th—Shawn & Heather Wallace

Our Military
Nick Austin
Kyle Blair
Anthony Coffey
Paul Coffey
Ricky Garland
Jason Gibson
Trey Hefner
Chris Kaisenski
Shane McRary
Travis Miller
Joey Moore
Jamie Mullinax
Michael Potts

Alex Shealy
Hunter Tolbert
Josh Yount

Please pray for
the men and women
who protect our
freedoms.

Gateway School
Breakfast
Our church will fix and serve
breakfast to the Gateway School’s
students and teachers on

Monday, Dec. 4th
9:30 AM
Kitchen workers should arrive
around 7:30 a.m. We will also need
servers and people to mingle with
our guests during the meal. We
thank you for your help.

Remembrance Tree
Ebenezer will have a
Remembrance and Honor Tree
again this advent season. The names
of the honorees will be placed on an
ornament and hung on the tree. We
are asking for donations to our
church to honor the persons listed.
Names need to be in to us by
Sunday, December 17th. The
donations do not have to be given
until Sunday,
December 24th.
A form for
recording the
name(s) of the
person(s) you
want to honor will
be provided in an
upcoming bulletin
and on the tables
at both entrances
to the sanctuary.

Christmas Eve Service
Please join us for
our Christmas Eve
Service at 6:00 p.m.
This will be a time of
contemplation of the
great and wondrous
gift given to us by God in His Son,
Jesus Christ. Be reminded of the
reason we celebrate His birth and
wait expectantly
for His Second
Coming.

THANK YOU
Thank you so much for your prayers
and cards during the death of Dad.
We are so very grateful for our
Ebenezer Church family.
Tom & Patsy
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Every Wed.:
6 PM Praise Band
6:00 Teens for Christ
7 PM Adult &
Children Bible studies

Every Sunday:
9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Sunday
school

Mon
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Fri
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Sun
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December 2017

Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

Ebenezer UMC
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