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Lord. - Romans 8:38-39 (NIV)

Something to Pray...con’t

The verse above gives us reassurance that there is nothing that can separate
us from the love of God, but if we are not careful, we can lose the peace that
Christ offers us. When we seek the things of this world and not the things of God,

3
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Fun Fridays Continue 4 though we will not lose the love of God, we will forfeit the peace that he offers us.
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For the Beauty of the Earth

Remember the words of Jesus, who says, “Peace | leave with you, My peace | give
to you: not as the world gives do | give to you.” (John 14:27) The things that we
often feel we need, or that we spend our time and energy trying to obtain, leave
us tired and unfulfilled in life and in the end rob us of the joy and peace that
Christ offers to us. True peace comes when we are willing to follow Christ
completely in all that we do. “Lord, | give my life to you to be used by you or laid

Mission Run — 5K
August Celebrations
Acolyte & Nursery Lists

Military Lists

For Our Schools - Requests 5 aside by you...”
Special Giving 6 Life can change in the blink of an eye. Then, suddenly, the things that you felt
August Fundraisers 6 were important may not hold the same importance. Yet, no matter what. God’s
. love will remain. So why not give your all to the one who can offer you that which
Men’s Group Minutes 6 L . . .
nothing in this world can provide—his peace.
Calendar of Events 7 | thank you for your prayers as Emily and |, along with others, work in South
America. | look forward to coming back
home and sharing about how God has
worked in this country.
: God Bless; see you soon,
A
.
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Church Council

Ebenezer’s Council will meet on
Sunday, August
members of the church are invited to
attend.

Un i
Group

The men will meetagainonSunday
August 19t hDasd 3:
Abernethy will present the devotional
before the business session begins. All
men of the church are invited to be a part
of this ministry group. See p. 6 for the
minutes from the July meeting.

United Methodist Women

The UMW will meet againon Su n d a
August 26t h Celedte
Creaseman will present the program and
Nancy Sears and Barbara Miller will
provide refreshments. All women of the
church are invited to attend.

ted Met h

3SDAAEAIT 2AN

Chairs and Tables Fund

The Church Council has decided that it
will be better to raise the money to buy
new banquet tables and chairs for the
Christian Life Center, instead of adding
to the cost of the mortgage for the new
facility. You may designate your gifts to
the “Chairs Tables Fund” in the “Other”
field on the offering envelopes. Thank
you for your support.

Habitat House 20f2
IMPACT

The Methodists churches of Caldwell
County will work together to build
another Habitat for Humanity house this
fal.Our church’ s
mat eri al c oPkakesecoids
the amount in the “Other” field and
mark for Habitat House on the
envelopes.

We will also need volunteers to help
build the structure in September and
October. Contact Eric Lane if you would
like to help with this ministry.

All2t h

And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, | thank You that
You have heard Me. And | know that You always hear Me, but
becau§e ofﬁhe %etbole who are standing by | said this, that they
—John 11: 41b, 42 NKJV

0, (g\:ibe|§p

7: 40

OnAs@c@@ were answered with a

goal

may believe that You sent Me
egthat G gns means that He reigns over all and that
ns that g;r itted or planned to happen. So, what good
does praying do? If God has aIready decided what is going to be, why do we pray?

In my Sunday school class’s study of the Trinity, | discovered why prayer can work,

( Oevep thollish God is sovereign over all. According to the verse above from John 11,

the Father always hears the requests of the Son—and guess who is our mediator
between God and man? That’s right, Jesus. The Son was always with the Father and
Holy Spirit. They have always been in conversation. The Father loves the Son. The Son
loves the Father. They have perfect love and perfect communication with one
another (along with the Holy Spirit). Because of this eternal conversation, the Father
has left room in His plans for input from His Son. In Christ, we are adopted sons and
daughters of the Father. In the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray to the Father
thr(pjgh me Son—and the Father always hears the Son. We, as Christians, have been
invited to join the conversation going on eternally within the Trinity. What a privilege!

What does this mean? It means that as adopted sons and daughters in Christ,
enabled by the Holy Spirit, we can talk to God the Father and make our requests
known to Him as if we were His Only Son, Jesus the Christ. We are clothed in the
Son’s righteousness and accepted as part of the Trinity—the family of God.

All of Jesus’s prayers during His _
resounding “yes.” He gave sight to the
blind, He made the lame walk, He
prepared bread and fish practically
from nothing for thousands to eat, and
He raised the dead. When we pray in His
name, may we not expect the same
answer? Is there a catch—a limit to this praying business? The only limit is “the will of
the Father.”

Consider the prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prayed, “O My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as
You will.” (Matthew 26:39b NKJV) Wasn’t the answer to this prayer a resounding
“no?” But notice that Jesus prays with the conditional conjunction “if” in this prayer.
He also specifically says “not as | will, but as You will.” The Son loved the Father, and
because of that love He always
sought to do the will of the
Father—not His own will. (See John
5:30)

Let us keep in mind that Jesus, the
incarnated Son of God, was wholly
Man as well as wholly God. His
humanity was afraid of what was to
come. It is very likely that Jesus had
seen people crucified during His
sojourn in Israel, because the
Romans were always crucifying

(Conti nuéd

We, as Christians, have been
— invited to join the conversation

going on eternally within the
Trinity. What a privilege!
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church

Church Countil July 15, 2012

Attended by: Wade Austin, Ricky &
Shawn Baker, Keith Bradford, Warren
Bumgarner, Boyd & Margaret Fairchild,
Barbara Ferguson, Jo Nell Harrison,
Bleaka Hollar, Dwight Kelley, Joanne
Knepp, Marsha McRary, Phyllis Minton,
Cindy Sears, Kristin Settlemyre, Jeff
Smith, Jimmy Stone, Lucas Teague.

Warren opened with a reading from
the Bible in Corinthians. Then he
offered a prayer before beginning the
meeting. Minutes of the last meeting
were accepted as written.

OLD BUSINESS

We have an insurance certificate for
the mowing service now.

Warren showed the contract we will
be using for the Christian Life Center
use or rental. He also passed around a
few copies of the rules and regulations
for using the facilities. There was
general discussion about these papers.
Some changes were recommended and
approved for the “Application for Use of
the Facilities” form. It was suggested
that laminated directions be made for
how to use and clean the sanitizer and
the range and oven equipment; and place
them in the kitchen area. A few other
changes were made to the “Guidelines”
and approved. Warren will incorporate
the changes and send copies to Cindy to
make available to people wanting to use
our facilities.

Sign-up sheet for the CLC is ready
and will be put out this week. Randy
McRary will be dealing with the new
locks for the old part of the building.
One more set of blinds will be put up in
the CLC. Most of the brown metal chairs
now have new rubber tips on their legs.

New Sunday school class is too large
for the closet area. We are checking on
another space for the class, but it is
expected that the class will shrink when
some go off to college this fall.

Sunday school remodeling: Estimates
for refurbishing the floors in the Pairs
and Spares Class and the Under Grace
Class is about $1092. Lucas Teague will
meet with the Trustees about this project
and come back with a more solid

estimate on how much more money is
needed to finish the job on the floors.
The Pairs and Spares class still has some
funds leftover from a previous request
for money for the remodeling.

Keith Bradford stated that he thought
we should stay with the white chairs and
rectangular tables that match the ones
we have now, instead of going for the
more expensive stackable chairs and the
round tables. There was a general
discussion that was closed off, so that
we could go over the budget. This is
tabled until later. Keith will be checking
with the various classes to determine if
the narrow seminar tables would be
acceptable in the classrooms, leaving the
larger tables to be used for banquets, etc.

Jo Nell took the floor to discuss the

budget. 1 t was deci ded
people to give to
pay off the mortg
Life Center. So,
that our people g
the building fund
their donations f
general budget.

Warren will be gone for the next
meeting, so Gerald Frye will conduct the
August Church Council meeting on the
12",

Jimmy Stone closed the meeting with
prayer.

Minutes by Cindy Sears.

Any time God closes a door,
it’s for our protection.

When He opens a door, it’s
and invitation.

Al zhei mer 0s

Now meeting at Brockford Inn Resident
Care Facility at 56 Highland Avenue in
Granite Falls, NC. Anyone who is
dealing with a relative with Alzheimer’s
is welcome to attend. The meeting
beginsat3: 00 p. m. The
meets on the 4th
mo n tChntact Bleaka Hollar for info.

!
W
I

0

T

How do | hi de

heart? Memorize it!

Give ear to my words, O LORD,
consider my meditation. Give heed to
the voice of my cry, my King and my
God, for to You I will pray.

—Psalm 5:1,2 NKIV

Something to Pray About...

(Continue@ from page
someone as a means of controlling the
people. As God, Jesus knew what was
coming; as Man, He recoiled from the
horror of it. In His humanity, Jesus cried
to the Father to be relieved of the
burden. The Father, in His love and
sovereignty, gave the best answer He

tcayld ky serdigepn agsgl ko strengthen

saved from the wrath of God—all would
be lost forever. “For God did not send
His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him
might be saved.” (John 3:17) “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under hAeaven giyAen
among men, whereby ¢ SY dz& (5
al Or§ARts 4:12 KIV)

So let’s pray to the Father, through
the Son, and in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Make your requests known in
prayer (see Philippians 4:16)—and the
Holy Spirit, which dwells in you and
knows the will of the Father and what
you truly need, will ask of the Son, who
will ask of the Father; and the Son—and
y(r)$N will recelve that resoundlng
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Z

or [ have come down from heave

to do My own will, but the wil

who sent Me.” —John 6:38 N

Go (

t Himgfor theytaskjahead.1Sge Luke2%48) t o
gFer theFatheg khew thatihJesys did npta n
ecarry quieHis missiop.therstheiSon of

i | vGed woudd megrat fordvier ~aecnally—y  t
i tatsHe readafalled @ tlo the will of then g

I Fathe a@d alSolthG@t nd oRe wbuldl Be

0]

Gr ouy



Ebenezer United Methodist Church

0/7” hearts, 0/7@/( ninds, 0/79/( doors,

q

For the Beauty of the Earth...

So many things happen during your lifetime. You are born a small baby and it
seems like the next morning you wake up and you are almost grown. If we
could only live forever...but we have to die and leave the beauty of the earth
behind, so others can enjoy it and explore its many secrets.

As you look outside, you see many beautiful things—the bright sun that
shines all day with its great intense heat and light, brightly colored flowers that
seem so happy and cheerful as they sway in the wind. And we can’t forget the
trees; they seem so lovely as they sway back and forth in the wind. In the
spring the birds begin to fly back here from the south. They begin to make
their nicely weaved nests. You look more closely and see a robin fly down
from a tree. It finds a worm and flies back to its nest to feed the young ones.
All the flowers begin to bloom and buds begin to pop out on the trees. You see
a small gray rabbit with a fluffy white tail hop out from behind a patch of
green grass. You see the creeks with their water running carefully over the
rocks. The spring showers come and water our new gardens. Plants of all kinds
come out and seem to be talking to each other as they sway in the wind.

As it goes on into summer, the flowers and trees are still in bloom. The
butterflies flutter around in the sky taking sudden dives now and then. The
bees come out and suck the pollen from the flowers. The birds are still out
having great fun flying in the summer breeze. The bright blue sky looks like
patchwork—the light blue background with fluffy white patches stitched on it.

As you look at the beach, you see the beautiful waves run in upon the shore
and then they quickly run out again. You can see the beautiful sunrise of a
summer morning as the sun begins to peek out from the mountains. You can
see the beautiful sunset in the evening as the bright sun fades and sinks behind
a mountain leaving beautiful pastel colors in the clouds. Then, in the fall, the
leaves begin to turn colors of red and gold. Later they begin to dry up, turn
dark brown, and fall to the ground. The flowers seem to die; the bees,
butterflies and birds seem to disappear. But the squirrels are here. They come
running down from a tree and carefully pick up an acorn off the ground, put it
in their paws and begin to nibble on it. Then winter comes. Everything seems
to be dead, because it is so still and quite. The cold air brings the snow and it
covers the earth like a large white fluffy blanket. Ice forms on the trees and
they look like they have been sprayed with crystal
clear paint. Then slowly the snow and ice melts ¢
and the world seems to be alive and jolly again.

God gives us such a perfect world to live in.
He gives man the intelligence to enjoy the world
and love one another. We should be so thankful
for all these things God gives us. We can never
repay him for all he has done but we can do what
he asks of us while we are here. You should
always remember this, and do God’s will.

—Kathy Teague Hambrick
(submitted by Jeanette Teague)

Fun Fridays Continue!

OurFun Frbegghe ﬁﬁy
with a good turn-out for the [
trip to the petting farm in o /

Mooresville. There were 51 @& &
people, 40 of them children, " -
who came for the outing. We hope
that more will show up for the two
remaining sessions. Come and join
in the fun and fellowship. Children
st grade and up are invited. If your
younger child wishes to attend, you
are invited to come along with them
and enjoy the fun.

You may bring a friend, but w e
must have a
for each chil d,
trip to
are available at the church.

The rest of the summer Fun
Friday schedule is listed below:

Aug 3 Game Day
Aug 10 SunCrest

Times for the activities were not set
before publication deadline. Please
call the church for more information.

Mission Run d 5K

Dudley Shoals Baptist Church is
sponsoring a Mission Run, Soldier Run,
and Family Fun Run on

September 29, 2012

Early
by mail. Please see the brochure copies
in the hallway and narthex for complete
information.

There will be a special talk by

S u. IhE formss t

Register by

signed

esp
P a

Pa

Al

Graham MarshallfromTast ech Fe st

Friday, September 28th at 7:00 p.m.
with a suggested donation of $5 to go
toward missions.

The Soldier Run is full of obstacles
and has several levels to choose from.
The Family Fun Run is one mile long
and mostly for children.

Money raised go to missions.
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1sti J. B. Coffey

3rd fi Ellen M. Lance

6th A Tyler Baker, Danielle Triplette
8thfi Sidney Richardson

9thfAi Hoke Clark, Mackenzie Kohnle

11th A Anthony Austin, Keith Bradford, Becky
Clark, Ariel Carlisle

18th A Lori Tolbert
19th i Thomas Ray
22nd i Beverly Laws
23rd fi Monte Hollar

24th i Candace Collins, Casey Collins,
Cooper Behmer, Connor Johnson

August Celebratiogn

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 -4

=A =4 =4 -4 =4

25th i Kaylee Haas

= =4

30th i Kelsey Horne, Christian Moore
1 3i1sthi Joy Sherrill

Happy Anniversary!

4th A Lyle & Angie Miller

16th i Thomas & Lillie Johnson
24th A Robert & Missy Mullinax
25th A Brian & Kim Knepp
31stf J. B. & Patty Coffey

=A =4 =4 -4 -4

For Our Schools

he UMW is collecting f
t o w fdths schools this fall. Please place the items in
the box in the hallway. Thanks.

ccwmwi | | be col | ectgainn g
this year for the next school year. They prefer filled
book bags and trapper keepers for each grade level.
Please see the list on our website. An insert will be
included in one of the Sunday bulletins also.

We have over 5 adult classes that could buy the
supplies for 1-2 bags and let the younger classes put
the items in the bags. Help us bless the children “for
of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Deadline is
August 4-13, 2012.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 5

| 02t &GS -§ ORISR

p (i Kamantha Stone

M H ( Bevin Lyda
M ¢ ( Kevin Miller

H ¢ U AKustin Teague

b dzNBE SNE -WPKSRdef S

- 8:30
u K

11:00

Sonya Crouse & Becky Yount
Wayne Ellis

MH G K&SO

Boyd & Emily Johnson

11:00 Natasha Haas

w o €

Teresa Simmons & Dawn Yount

11:00 Nancy Sears

c 6 %0

Cheryl Vosdingh & Tammy Adams

11:00 Teresa Herman

~ = -~ 3Please yor@e en and
/ OO0 - E lonenExHé‘pr e!:]ourfreedoms.

Kyl e Bl air
Shane McRar
Ant hony cOfey Eric Maynar)é
?ICky Joey Moor e
. ason I bs gason Nichol
ajci atr ey SHelfen e ames Starbuck
Chris Kai ¢

Cole:
Me:
Cole:

Me:
Cole:

From Darren McCrary: A conversation with Cole

“Daddy, can we go to the park today?”

“We can probably do that.”

“I like going to the park, I get to make new best
friends every time!”

“You're good at making friends, Buddy.”

“That's what we're supposed to do Daddy. That's why
God made us!”
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Ebenezer UMC and its members,
gratefully acknowledge the following
special gifts received in July:

I n Memory of
Spencer by:
Delores & Gary Paul Campbell

I n Memory of

by:
Delores & Gary
Paul Campbell

UMW Cookbooks

Cookbooks are still available at the
reduced price of $10. Please see any
UMW member to purchase one.
Flavoring is available for $2.75 per
bottle. They are stored in the kitchen
pantry.

P al

Re

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
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UMM UNDRAI SER

Ebgnezer’s men’s group will
us!:rve agf'nea? of tificken &
dumplings, green beans, slaw, and
rolls on:

becscuan &Eta?/f,f OArudg

11: 00 AM &

Donations are requested to help
fund the UMM ’s ministries.

Tell all your friends and stay to
eat Sunday lunch with us or take a
plate or two home.

We thank you for your support.

1

1 OCOO0OO &O] A
Ham Biscuits! Yum! Yum!

We will be selling ham biscuits,
along with sausage and egg ones

AND

gravvonbhsrcadaw,

Aug

U deetn’

3 9B
313

395
pm)

Procee
yearly

and work in Costa Rica.

Y um!

ust Welsthrttatt6.: 0 0. a. m

and stop when they are all gone. It

ear |

t takk 1ohgd! Shc a | |

924
996
2 1cHurcK office; 8:30-1:00

We deliver orders of 10 or more.

ds support our
mission trip to

Y um!

David Abernathy opened with prayer.
Darren and Ricky led us in the singing
of “Stand by Me” and “Lean on Me”.
David Crouse opened with a devotional,
See, F e ad spoke dfthow st t
relates to us all. Do we actually take
time to see God’s works?

Our funds stood at $121 at the start of
the meeting, and another $44 was taken
up. Our funds and our account should
grow with time. The remaining funds
spent on the project for Barbara
Ferguson have been repaid.

| t e:ibhe fainting at Hoke Clark’s
did not happen since the weather was
really rainy on the 14™ when it was
initially scheduled. Wayne Ellis said
that a couple of us working a couple of
hours could get the entire thing done;
however no one picked a date. Expect
your phone to ring in the near future!

| t e:Movie night: Jimmy stone
has learned that we can show essentially
any movie that we want to as long as we
don’t advertise in print or on the outdoor

- AT 60
sign. Advertising can only be by word
of mouth, or it can be in print as long as
the title of the movie isn’t mentioned.
We can sell popcorn and drinks to raise
funds for the Men’s Group, and we have
several trained AV folks that can handle
the “booth” chores.

| t e:iull @toring: In addition to
helping kids with their homework and
lessons, it was mentioned that we could
feed them as well. We have the
opportunity to feed their minds and their
bodies, as well as their souls.

It was mentioned as well that whether
we realize it or not, there is a lot of
abuse occurring in our community, and
that reaching out to a child and letting
them know that the church is a safe
haven for them may be very beneficial.

Tutoring or free classes can be
offered to those wishing to develop
computer skills as well. Computer
basics and how to use specific software
programs for productivity can be taught.
We just need to know who and when,

ol Ob

SAAGED @ ¢ Fl

but those in the class must supply their

own Co

mputers.

Item 4: Fundraisers: We discussed
offering meals beginning after Sunday

school,
service

and again after the end of the 2™
. Chicken and dumplings with

green beans, slaw and rolls seemed to
make Wayne’s mouth water more than
any other menu. A tentative date of

August

12 was chosen as the first meal

time. We also plan to advertise the

meals 1
as well
Shoals

n the bulletin and the news letter
as to the folks over at Dudley
Baptist. You never know what

an open hand will catch.
We also discussed Christmas tree

sales, a

s well as pumpkins and our

previously discussed Cr u i srestilll n
alive and in the works.

Our
Aug

next
ust

meeting is s
1 9witlaDavid3 P M

Abernathy volunteering for our
devotions. David Crouse closed our

meeting with prayer. Minutes by Warren.

y
Qn-@lrgerpmn Wednesda
calling

C
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